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The Life and Behavior of Sri Jiva 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

So this boy, Jiva Goswami, when he saw that his 
father and uncles all left home, why he should 
remain at home? So he also left, and he first of all 
went to Benares, which is called Varanasi. It is a 
great center for learning Sanskrit. So he finished his 
education in Sanskrit grammar. Specifically, he was 
a great scholar in Sanskrit grammar. 

According to the Vedic system, the students are first of 
all taught Sanskrit grammar, because it is a very difficult 
subject. Usually one has to study grammar for 12 years, 
and when one is very much conversant with grammatical 
rules, he can read any literature. That means that after 
studying grammar the door is open for any other subj ect 
matter — philosophy, medicine, military, art — there 
are so many branches of Vedic knowledge. Generally 
they read literature, the Puranas , the Vedanta-sutras and 
general literature. So Srila Jiva Goswami became a great 
scholar in grammar, then he studied all Vedic literatures, 
and after that he approached his uncle Rupa Goswami in 
Vrindavan. He became a disciple of his uncle by proper 
initiation and remained with him. He was assisting his 
uncle, and after hearing from his uncle he composed the 
scholarly books known as Sat-sandarbha. 

This Sat-sandarbha is recognized as the most scholarly 
work in the world. There is no comparison to Srila Jiva 
Goswami’s philosophical approach to the vaisnava school. 
In those books the impersonal brahman is discussed, then 
Krishna is discussed, the Bhagavata is discussed, and love 
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of Krishna is discussed. In this way, all subject matters 
are very elaborately discussed. This is the greatest gift 
of Srila Jiva Goswami. One of the sandarbha theses is 
Krama-sandarbha, his commentary on SrimadBhagavatam. 

Once an ordinary scholar approached Rupa 
Goswami and said, “I want to discuss with you about 
sastra \ Rupa Goswami could understand that this 
scholar was not a devotee and that such a discussion 
would simply be a waste of time. He inquired, “What 
is your purpose in discussing with me about sastra ?” 
The scholar replied, “I have discussed sastra with 
many big scholars and I have come out victorious, 
so if I come out victorious after discussing with you 
then I will have very good name and fame.” 
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Rupa Goswami could understand the scholar’s view and 
ambition, so he told him, “All right. Without discussing, 
if I give you certificate that I am defeated, will that do?” 

The scholar said, “Yes, that will do.” So Rupa 
Goswami gave him in writing that, “I had a sastric 
discussion with this man and I found myself very 
much inferior and defeated.” The scholar was very 
glad to take that certificate, but when he was going 
away, Jiva Goswami saw him and asked, “My dear sir, 
what is that paper you have taken?” 

The scholar replied, “Your uncle has agreed that he 
was defeated, so I have got this certificate. I am going.” 

Jiva Goswami said, “All right, let me see what he 
has written.” So he gave him. Then Jiva Goswami 
said, “You have defeated my uncle, but you can 
discuss with me, too.” 

The scholar agreed and he was defeated by Jiva 
Goswami. The matter was informed to Rupa Goswami, 
“Your nephew and your disciple, Jiva Goswami, 
has defeated that learned scholar.” Rupa Goswami 
superficially became a little angry, “Why did you 
bother?” Some people say that Jiva Goswami was 
rejected by Rupa Goswami on this ground, but that 
is not a fact. He was very glad that Jiva Goswami 
defeated that scholar, but he superficially said, “Why 
should you take so much trouble and bother? You 
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should’ve let him go with that certificate.” But even 
if the spiritual master or senior acaryas agree to be 
defeated, it is the duty of the disciple to see that the 
spiritual master and superior is not defeated. That is 
the instruction we get from Jiva Goswami’s behavior. 
(Room conversation, 11 March 1972, Vrindavan.) it 

The Interactions of Krishna’s Energies 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura 

By the influence of the Lord’s three energies (spiritual, 
marginal, and material), the spiritual world, the living 
entities, and the material world have been created. 
Within each of the three energies we find three separate 
propensities called sandhini , samvit , and hladini. 

By the interaction of the spiritual potency and the 
sandhini propensity, all kinds of spiritual opulences 
such as the spiritual abode, spiritual forms, and spiritual 
paraphernalia manifest. The names, forms, qualities, 
and pastimes of Krishna are the work of sandhini. By 
the interaction of the spiritual potency with the samvit 
propensity, all spiritual sentiments manifest. By the 
interaction of the spiritual potency with the hladini 
propensity, the cultivation of ecstatic love manifests. 

By the interaction of the marginal potency and 
the sandhini propensity, spiritual existence and the 
names and abodes of the living entities manifest. By 
the interaction of the marginal potency with the 
samvit propensity, impersonal knowledge manifests. 
By the interaction of the marginal potency with the 
hladini propensity, happiness derived from merging 
into Brahman manifests, as well as the happiness 
of trance attained through astahga-yoga or the 
happiness of being one with the Lord. 

By the interaction of the material potency with the 
sandhini propensity, the material universes (consisting of 
fourteen worlds, the gross and subtle bodies of the con¬ 
ditioned souls, their attainment of the heavenly planets, 
and their material senses) have been created. The material 
names, forms, qualities, and activities of the conditioned 
souls are also the result of this interaction. By the interac¬ 
tion of the material potency with the samvit propensity, 
the conditioned souls’ thoughts, desires, imaginations, and 
concepts are manifest. By the interaction of the material 
potency with the hladini propensity, gross material plea¬ 
sures and subtle heavenly pleasures manifest, it 

— Bhaktivinoda-vani-vaibhava, translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Published by Ishwar Das and Touchstone Media. Vrindavan. 2003. 
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The First Attraction - Part 7 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

In order to pacify Vrinda, who had expressed her worry 
about the possibility that in the future the gopis will be 
known as the wives of other cowherd men ., Paurnamasi 
continues to cite, from future writings of great sages, various 
glorifications of the gopis as the eternal wives of Krishna. 

Paurnamasi: Therefore, as far as the aprakata-lila 
(pastimes in the spiritual world) are concerned, the 
Brahma-samhita (5.37) too follows suit [and declares the 
gopis to be Krishna’s wives]: 

ananda-cinmaya-rasa-pratibhavitabhis 
tabhirya eva nija-rupataya kalabhih 
goloka eva nivasaty akhilatma-bhuto 
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami 

Along with the sakhis (gopis) who are the personi¬ 
fied manifestations of the mellow of spiritual joy 
and who are his own energy-expansions, I worship 
the original Lord Govinda, who resides with them 
in Goloka and is the soul of all souls. 

In this verse, the term kalabhih clearly indicates 
that they are “his own” energy-expansions, and yet 
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the term nija-rupataya is added to enforce the fact that 
the gopis y in the pastimes that are eternally enacted 
in the spiritual world, do not experience the feeling 
of Krishna being their paramour. Such feelings are 
experienced only in the pastimes that are enacted 
within the material world. In fact, the Brahma-samhita 
(5.56) goes further and declares — sriyah kantah kantah 
parama-purusah — “The gopis are his wives (kanta) and 
the husband (kanta) is the Supreme Lord [Krishna].” 

Therefore, there are no feelings of being each 
other’s paramours in Lakshmi and the Supreme 
Lord. Also, in the Kasi-khanda of the Skanda-purana y 
Yudhisthir speaks the following statement, gopi-pate 
yadu-pate vasudeva-suno — “0 husband of the gopis! 0 
Lord of the Yadus! 0 Son of Vasudev!” 

In the Samgita-sdstray too, the following statement is 
found, gopi-patir ananto pi vamsa-dhvani-vasam gatah 

— “Even though the husband of the gopis is boundless, 
he was captivated by the sounds of the flute.” 

In the poetic creations of the future will be a Gita- 
govinda (12.13) which will say, U patyurmanah kilitam 11 

— “[The gopi named Radha] bound up the mind of 
her husband.” Therefore, in order to demonstrate 
the non-difference between Radha and Lakshmi, it 
is said in the Gita-govinda (12.27): 

tvam aprapya mayi svayamvara-param ksiroda-tirodare 
sanke sundari kala-kutam apiban mudho mrdani-patih 
ittharh purva-kathabhir anya-manasa viksipya vakso ncalam 
radhayah stana-korakopari-milan-netro harih patu vah 

[Krishna says] — “0 Radhe! I sometimes think that 
in the svayarhvara ceremony where you (as Lakshmi) 
selected me (Narayana) as a husband, Lord Shiva was 
unable to obtain you and foolishly drank the kala-kuta 
poison.” In this way, he gently removed the ancala (the 
portion of her sari covering her breasts) of Radha whose 
mind was diverted and fixed his eyes at her blooming 
flower-bud-like breasts. May that Hari protect us all! 

Elsewhere it will be described (by Lord Chaitanya) 
that, gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah — 
“I identify myself only as the servant of the servant 
of the servant of the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krishna, 
the husband of the gopis. 11 

Similarly, in the Yamuna-stotra it will be described, 
vidhehi tasya radhika-dhavanghri-pahkaje ratim —“0 
Yamuna! Please bestow the reciter of this stotra with 
attraction to the lotus feet of the husband of Radhika.” 

0 








































^ssKt^rtt^KKclrtfi^d^ Ont } 5— 4 

Also, in the Lalita-madhava drama the description 
of Sri Radhika and others will fit this paradigm (of 
them being Krishna’s wives in the spiritual world). 
In the Ujjvala-nilamanih this relationship will be 
described in clear words and the union named 
samrddhimana-sambhoga of the gopis in the absence of 
any restrictions by others will also be clearly accepted 
in Lalita-madhava. 

[Translator’s Note: In the Ujjvala-nilamanih 
(15.206), samrddhiman-sambhoga is described as a type 
of union which happens between lovers (especially 
a husband and a wife) who have experienced a long 
separation at a distance. It is described as follows: 

durlabhalokayor yunoh paratantryad viyuktayoh 
upabhogatireko yah kirtyate sa samrddhiman 

If the youthful couple is separated because of being 
controlled by others and it is difficult for them to 
see each other, when they do meet suddenly they 
experience the union named samrddhiman-sambhoga. 

An example of the same is given in the Lalita- 
madhava when Sri Radhika sees the Krishna deity 
made by Vishwakarma and experiences this feeling 
of samrddhiman-sambhoga and ends up saying that — 
“He is my jivita-bandhu (the lord of my life).” 

Srila Jiva Goswami wants to use this example and 
say that since this variety of samrddhiman-sambhoga 
happens usually between a husband and a wife, 
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therefore in the eternal spiritual world the gopis and 
Krishna are related to each other as husband and wife.] 
Paurnamasi (continues): Commenting on the 
phrase rsabhasyajaguh krtani — “The gopis sang the 
glories of their husband.” ( Bhag. 10.33.21), Srila 
Sridhar Swami will also say that the term rsabha 
means husband. In another place (Bhag. 10.33.7), Sri 
Sukadev Goswami will directly use the term krsna- 
vadhvah — “The gopis are wives of Krishna.” 

The eternal relationship between the gopis and 
Krishna is certainly the relationship of husband and 
wife. Sri Sukadev Goswami in his conversation with 
King Pariksit described the same truth to those who 
are completely bahirahga (unaware of the glories of 
the Lord) by saying that the Lord is their husband 
since he is the husband of everyone in the form of 
the supersoul in everyone’s hearts. This is described 
as follows in the Srimad Bhagavatam (10.33.35): 

gopinam tat-patinam ca sarvesam eva dehinam 
yo ntas carati so \dhyaksah kridaneneha deha-bhak 

“He who lives as the overseeing witness within 
the gopis and their husbands, and indeed within all 
embodied living beings, assumes forms in this world 
to enjoy transcendental pastimes.” 

[Translator’s Note: Here Srila Jiva Goswami 
describes that in the eternal spiritual world, the gopis 
and Krishna are eternally related as husband and wife. 
However, the Bhagavatam has described the truth 
in such a way that even those who are completely 
unaware of the real glories of the Lord’s relationships 
in the spiritual world will be able to understand it. 
Sukadev Goswami simply said that since the Lord 
is the husband of everyone (because of being the 
supersoul), he is also the husband of the gopis.] i$ 
[To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva- 
campuh. Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 
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Whom Should I Select as Guru? 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Guru is one who eradicates the ajnana y andhakara 
— the darkness of ignorance, ajnana-timirandhasya 
jndndnjana-saldkayd — In the darkness, if someone brings 
a lamp, th ejnana-rdpa, torchlight of knowledge, he is 
guru. There may be different degrees, but anyone who 
opens the spiritual eyes, he is guru. In sastra it is said, 
gururapi karyakdryakam ajanatah —if I accept someone as 
guru, but later on it appears that he does not know what 
is to be done and what is to be not to be done, then Srila 
Jiva Goswami says that, parityago vidhfyate, such a guru 
should be rejected. The degree that one is on doesn’t 
matter. If the guru teaches Krishna consciousness, 
then he may be on a lesser degree, but he is accepted as 
guru. There is no question of rejection, because Krishna 
is actually jnana y or personified knowledge. One who 
teaches Krishna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead: 
“One has to know Krishna, one has to surrender to 
Krishna,” this kind of teaching is required. 

If the guru says, “I am Krishna.” “Everyone is 
Krishna.” “The poor man is Krishna.” “The poor man 
is Narayan.” then he is not a guru. He is misguiding. 
Avaisnavo gurur na syat. This is the sastric injunction. 
Generally, a qualified brahmana becomes guru. That 
is natural. Brahmanas are the head of the society. 
Without becoming a brahmana no one can become 
guru. That is a fact. Because brahmana means brahma 
janatiti brahmanah — one who knows Brahman is a 
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brahmana. This means a qualified brahmana , not just 
a bom brahmana , so-called brahmana. A brahmana 
must be qualified. Sastra says sat-karma-nipuno viprah y 
even if a brahmana is expert in executing the six kinds 
of business, and mantra-tantra-visaradah y and very 
well known in the Vedic mantras and hymns and 
everything, but if he is not a vaisnava, he does not know 
visnu-tattva, or krsna-tattva, then he cannot become 
a spiritual master, avaisnavo gurur na syad vaisnavah 
sva-paco guruh — However, if one is a vaisnava , who 
knows visnu-tattva and krsna-tattva y even if he is born 
in a family of sva-paca y dog-eaters, candala y he can be 
accepted as guru. The real test is whether the guru is 
a vaisnava , whether he know the science of Krishna. 
That is also confirmed by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu: 
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kiba vipra, kiba nyasisudra kene nay a 
yei krsna-tattva-vetta sex 1 gum’ hay a 

Whether one is a brahmana a sannyasi or a 
sudra — regardless of what he is — he can become 
a spiritual master if he knows the science of 
Krishna. [Cc. madhya 8.128] 

It doesn’t matter whether he is a sannyasi or a 
grhastha or born in brahmana family, yei krsna-tattva- 
vetta — Anyone who knows Krishna, he can be a 
guru, not others. That is the statement of the sastras. 
Someone who is not a vaisnava cannot become guru, ft 

— From a lecture in Ahmedabad, 13 December 1972. 

The Glories of 
Srila Raghunandan Thakur 

Sri Raghunandana Mahima 
By Sri Uddhava Das 

Uddhava Das is a well known Gaudlya poet He was bom 
in the village ofTenga Vaidyapur in the Mursidabad district 
of West Bengal. His birth name was Krishnakanta Majumdar , 
and he was a disciple ofRadhamohan Thakur , one of the 
great-grandsons ofSrinivas Acharya. 

prakata sri khanda vasa nama sri mukunda dasa 
ghare seva gopinathajani 

geld kona karyantare seva karibara tare 
sri raghunandane daki ani 

In Srikhanda lived the devotee Sri Mukunda Das. In his 
home they served the deity Gopinath. One day Mukunda 
had to go elsewhere for his work, so he asked his son Sri 
Raghunandan to perform the deity service. 

ghare ache krsna seva yatna kari khdoyaiba 
eta bali mukunda calila 

pitdra adesa pay a sevdra samagri laiya 

gopinathera sammukhe dild 

“Krishna is served in this home. Feed him 
carefully.” Saying this, Mukunda set off. Receiving 
this order from his father, Raghunandan came before 
Gopinath with various items of service. 

sri radhunandana ati bayahkrama sisumati 

khao bale kahdite kahdite 

krsna se premera rase na rakhiya avasese 

sakala khailya alaksite 

Sri Raghunandan was only a child. He said, “Eat! 
Eat!” and started crying. With great love, Krishna 
then secretly ate everything leaving no remnants. 

asiya mukunda dasa kahe balakera pasa 

prasada naivedya ana dekhi 
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sisu kahe bapu suna sakali khaile punah 

avasesa kichui na rakhi 

When Mukunda Das returned he told the boy to bring 
him some prasadam remnants. The child said, “Oh father, 
Gopinath ate everything and didn’t leave any remnants.” 

sum aparupa hena vismita hrdaye punah 

ara dina balake kahiya 

seva-anumati diya badira bdhira haiya 

punah asiya rahe lukaiya 

Hearing this uncommon news, Mukunda’s heart 
became astonished. The next day, in the name of his 
work, Mukunda again instructed Raghunandan to 
serve Gopinath. Mukunda then left the house, but 
came back again and hid himself. 

sri raghunandana ati haiya harasita mati 
gopinathe ladu diya kare 

khao khao baleghana arddhaika khaite hena 

samaye mukunda dekhi dvare 

At that time, from the doorway, Mukunda saw 
Raghunandan with great delight offering a ladu in 
his hand to Gopinath. “Eat! Eat!” the boy said, and 
Gopinath ate half of the ladu. 

ye khaila rahe tena ara na khaila punah 

dekhiya mukunda preme bhora 

nandana kariya kole gadagada svare bale 

nayane barikhe ghana lora 

[Suddenly,] Gopinath stopped eating and wouldn’t 
take any more. Seeing this, Mukunda became 
overwhelmed with ecstatic love. He took his son on his 
lap, and while crying spoke to him in a choked voice. 

adyapi sri khanda pure arddha ladu nache kare 
dekhayata bhagyavantajane 

abhira madana yei sri raghunananda sei 

sri uddhava dasa rasabhane 

Even today in Srikhanda, those who are greatly 
fortunate can still see that half-eaten laddu in 
Gopinath’s lotus hand. Thus Sri Uddhava Das sings 
the glories of Raghunandan, who is non-different 
from Madan (Cupid). i$ 

— Translated from Kishori Das Babaji’s Sri Gauranga Parsada Vargera 
Sucaka Kirtana. Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar, West 
Bengal. 2005. Bengali. Page 47. 

Sin on the Strength of Chanting 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

The pseudo-vaisnavas say that “One name of Krishna 
takes away more sins than a sinner can commit 
during a lifetime. Therefore if the holy name is with 
us, where is the fear of committing sin? We chant 
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The deity ofGopinath worshiped by Raghunandan 

the holy name and we perform sinful activities. At 
first there will be gain and loss, but eventually there 
will be no trace of sin.” Such persons who think like 
this and who, after taking shelter of the holy name, 
willingly commit new sinful activities, are known as 
hypocrites or offenders to the holy name. 

There are some stories illustrating this offensive 
attitude. Once a householder gave up committing 
violence to others and took shelter of the holy names. 
Later, because of some bad association, he developed 
a desire to eat fish and meat. Then, for satisfying 
his inclination, he firmly resolved that, “Today I 
will chant another ten thousand holy names to free 
myself of the sin of eating fish.” One who thinks like 
this and chants the holy name after taking fish is 
an offender to the holy name. Another story: One 
renounced vaisnava once saw a beautiful young lady 
and developed the following desire, “Since I always 
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chant the holy name, if I 
give harindma initiation to 
this girl and accept some 
service from her, then all 
the sins that may be there 
will surely be destroyed by 
our chanting. Moreover, 
she will become a vaisnavi 
and association with the 
vaisnavas is very rare. Besides 
that, by associating with her 
I will learn many things 
about gopl-bhava. Where 
can one achieve such rare 
association?” Thinking thus, 
he made that lady a vaisnavi 
and started accepting 
service from a vaisnava. Thus 
his namaparadha reached its 
peak. Considering these two 
examples, grhastha-vaisnavas 
and renunciates should 
carefully avoid offenses to 
the holy name. H 

— FromBhaktivinode Thakur’s article 
Ndma-bale-papa-pravrtti, “a tendency 
to commit sin on the strength of the 
holy name”, translated by Brijbasi 
Das from Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakurera 
Prabandhavali , Sri Chaitanya Math, 
Mayapur, 2004. 


The First Attraction - Part 8 

From SrilaJiva Goswami's 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th pur ana 

Paurnamasi continues explaining to Vrinda how the 
gopls are the wives of Krishna in the eternal spiritual world , 
and how this is something which the authors of various 
authoritative scriptures agree upon. While narrating the 
Bhagavatam, Sri Sukadev Goswami described this truth 
in such a way that even those completely unaware of the 
real glories of the Lord's relationships in the spiritual world 
would be able to understand it. Sri Sukadev Goswami simply 
said that since the Lord is the husband of every one (because 
of being the Supersoul), he is also the husband of the gopis. 
In this way he makes everyone understand the truth , which 
would otherwise be very difficult to digest. 

Paurnamasi (continues): 
g op mam tat-patmam ca sarvesam eva dehinam 
yo ntas carati so ’dhyaksah krldaneneha deha-bhak 
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“He who lives as the overseeing witness within 
the gopfs and their husbands, and indeed within all 
embodied living beings, assumes forms in this world 
to enjoy transcendental pastimes. ( Bhag . 10.33.35) 

“The antaranga-bhaktas , internal devotees, know 
well that the gopfs in this material world are of two 
types, married and unmarried. The gopfs [who appear 
in this world and are unmarried here] are nitya-siddha, 
eternally liberated. They are all-auspicious and are 
actually the eternal wives of Krishna. The gopfs [who 
are married to other cowherds] and who are filled 
with other moods — such as the young maidens, adult 
ladies, and elderly women — as well as their husbands 
and their children — for such souls, too, Krishna is 
the Lord. What more can be said? For all the vraja- 
vasfSy whose life and soul is Krishna and who have a 
spiritual body suitable for performing pastimes with 
the Lord, Krishna becomes attracted to such bodies 
and, remaining invisible ( antah ) to the external world, 
he performs eternal pastimes ( krfdana ) with those 
devotees. That same Krishna sometimes makes such 
pastimes visible to the material world.” 

[Translator’s Note: These pastimes are eternal 
and Krishna is the husband of these gopfs. However, 
the gopfs who already have another husband in 
the spiritual world do not possess such feelings of 
conjugal affection for Krishna. They have other 
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appropriate feelings and Krishna reciprocates with 
each of them according to their particular mood.] 

Paurnamasi (continues): “Therefore, since he has 
an eternal conjugal relationship with the gopfs , it is 
not fitting to call their relationship in the spiritual 
world a ‘paramour’ relationship. The appropriate 
thing is to describe their relationship as being the 
same as the married relationship between Lakshmi 
and Narayan in Vaikuntha. This eternal married 
relationship is described beautifully in Srfmad 
Bhagavatam 10.90.48 (jayatijana-nivaso —‘All glories 
to the Lord of all the living entities.’) The final line of 
this verse says, vraja-pura-vanitanam vardhayan kama- 
devam — ‘His blissful face always increases the lusty 
desires of the pura-vanita , the queens of Dwaraka.’ 
‘Vraja-pura-vanita certainly also includes the gopfs. 

Also, Uddhava says in the Srfmad Bhagavatam 
(10.47.58) — etah param tanu-bhrto bhuvi gopa-vadhvo 

— ‘Among all those who are embodied, these gopfs 
are topmost on the planet.’ Thus, he implies that 
such a destination attained by the gopfs is also desired 
by those who are mumuksus , desirous of liberation, 
those who are muktas , already liberated, and devotees 
like himself. How elevated are these gopfs who roam 
around in Vraja, and how can they be compared to 
the degraded living entities who have developed a 
perverted reflection of such pure love? 

“Having said like this, Uddhava noticed that such 
feelings [of the greatness of the gopfs] have also 
arisen in the Lord. Thus, he says (Bhag. 10.47.60), 
nayam sriyo nga — ‘This favor [of being embraced 
by Lord Krishna’s arms] was never bestowed even 
upon Lakshmi.’ 

“In this way, he shows the superiority of the gopf- 
wives over Lakshmi-devi.” 

Vrinda (her delighted mood now restored): “Why, then, 
did they not feel happy about their marriages (to other 
men)? And moreover, why did you not make them feel 
happy about it? Certainly nothing is impossible for you.” ifr 

[To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva- 
campuh. Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 AD. 
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Argument is a Distraction 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

We have got so much vital spiritual knowledge to 
distribute to the public, and they are in desperate need of it. 
The whole world is going to hell and everyone is suffering. 
In light of this, how can we argue amongst one another and 
neglect our responsibility for reclaiming these fallen souls 
for going back to home, back to godhead, it 
— Letter to Madhudvisa, 15 December 1973. 

Pleasing Service 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Serving Krishna with pure love means without 
expecting anything in return. If you want something 
from Krishna in return for your service, that is not 
service. In the words of Sri Prahlad Maharaja, na sa 
bhrtyah sa vai vanik —one who does business with Krishna 
is a merchant, he is not a servant [Bhag. 7.10.4]. This 
material world is such a dreadful, dangerous place. It 
puts us in such a situation that by rendering service unto 
Krishna we expect something in return. Consciously or 
unconsciously, most everyone expects something in 
exchange. But those who have come to Mahaprabhu’s 
path, this bhakti-patha. , path of devotion, they say: 

na dhanam najanam na sundarim 
kavitam vajagad-isa kamaye 
mamajanmanijanmanisvare 
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


0 almighty Lord, I have no desire to accumulate 
wealth, nor do I desire beautiful women, nor do I want 
any number of followers. I only want Your causeless 
devotional service birth after birth. [Cc. antya 20.29] 

Many people repeat this verse, but it is mere saying 
only. “O Lord I don’t want anything from you. I don’t 
want material wealth or material followers. I don’t 
want a beautiful woman to enjoy. Even I don’t want 
liberation. Just life after life I only want to serve you 
and give you pleasure.” They say this but they are 
only speaking from the lips. How many are there who 
really practice this from the core of their hearts? How 
many don’t expect anything from Krishna and only 
want to render loving service, nothing else? 
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Vaisnava-mahajana-aearya, Srila Thakur I 
Bhaktivinode, sings (in Saranagati 2.3): 

marobi rakhobi — yo iccha tohara 
nitya-dasa prati tuya adhikara 

Slay me or protect me as you wish, for you are the 

master of your eternal servant. 

0 Lord, I am your eternal servant! I take complete 
shelter at your lotus feet. You may do whatever you 
like. Marobi rakhobi — if you want to kill me, kill me, 
or if you want to protect me, protect me. Whatever 
you want, you do. You have full right over me. Nitya- 
dasa prati tuya adhikara — I am your eternal servant. I 
am yours. I don’t belong to myself. This is bhava. This 
is not mere lip-saying. This should come out from 
the core of the heart. Krishna knows your heart. V 

— From The Worship of Sri Guru. Gopal Jiu Publications. 
Bhubaneswar, India. 2000. 

The First Attraction - Part 9 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

Paurnamasi stresses that the relationship between 
Krishna and the gopfs in the eternal spiritual world 
is that of husband and wife. She then offers various 
evidences to substantiate her words. 

Vrinda (happily): “[So if the truth is that the gopis 
are eternally Krishna’s wives,] Why, then, did you not 
arrange that everyone would not be sad about the 
gopis [so-called] marriages [to other men]? Moreover, 
you could have even prevented the marriages from 
occurring in the first place. Why did you not do it? 
Certainly nothing is impossible for you.” 

[Translator’s note: Since the truth is that the 
gopis are eternally Krishna’s wives and they will be 
protected from any intimate dealings with their so- 
called husbands, Vrinda is no longer personally sad 
about the marriages. But she wonders why Paurnamasi 
has arranged things in such a way that the residents of 
Vrindavan have become unhappy. After all, she could 
have revealed to them the truth about the substitute 
gopis or even prevented the marriages from occurring.] 

Paurnamasi: “According to the demands of the 
divine and diverse pastimes that increase deep rasa, 

I could not do anything. Just as rasa reached an 
ultimate level when Sita was forcibly taken to the 
home of Ravan, similarly, the love of the gopis for 
Krishna will attain a supremely sublime state when | 
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the gopis will be subjected to a superficial state of 
marriage wherein their yearning to see Krishna will 
be frustrated by their so-called relatives. Their great 
feelings of love in separation will be relieved only 
when their beloved returns [back to Vrindavan after 
a prolonged stay in Dwarka].” 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, the sweet 
taste of reunion after prolonged separation will be 
sweeter than the taste which would be derived from 
regular union. When Krishna finally returns back to 
Vrindavan (in the Uttar a-gopdda-eampu), there will be 
a grand reunion in the spiritual world and all of the 
gopis will settle happily with Krishna. 

Paurnamasi will now deal with a further question: 
When Krishna will return, these gopis will be married to 
others. Experts on rasa-sastra have said that it is forbidden 
to enjoy women who have been married to someone else. 
How can Krishna’s relationship with the gopis attain the 
topmost level of rasa when the concept itself has been 
rejected by the deary as of rasa? Is there any deary a of rasa 
who will support this type of a relationship?] 
Paurnamasi (continues): “In the poems of the 
future, the Ujjvala-nilamani (l.2l) will say: 

laghutvam atrayat proktam tat tu prakrta-nayake 
na krsne rasa-niryasa-svadartham avatarini 

“Regarding restrictions placed on the enjoyment of 
married women due to such enjoyment being extremely 
inferior, it should be known that such restrictions do 
not apply to Krishna, whose very incarnation is for the 
purpose of relishing this type of rasa.” 

Paurnamasi (continues): “The ancient pramana in 
this regard is as follows: 

nestayad angini rase kavibhir parodha 
tad gokulambujadrsam kulam antarena 
asamsaya rasavidher avataritanam 
kamsarinarasika-mandala-sekharena 

“According to the [social] conception delineated by 
[traditional] scholars of rasa, those ladies who are 
parodha (married to someone else) are considered unfit 
for conjugal relationships. However, the lotus-eyed 
damsels of Gokula are an exception to this rule. This 
is because the king of all rasikas , the killer of Kamsa, 
Krishna, has manifested these gopi- incarnations for 
the purpose of elevating the mellow of madhurya-rasa .” 

[Translator’s Note: Srila Jiva Goswami has not 
mentioned the name of the authority that composed 
this pramana. In the Nataka-eandrika , Srila Rupa 

2 





Sri TKrisKM. TK&thmritci T3indn Tissue 'Three ^Hundred Ifvrhj 'Three, TPc^e—3 



Sri Sri Radha Krishna 


Goswami also quotes the verse, which he ascribes to 
the poet Shri Sudeva from the composition Rasa-vilasa.] 
Paumamasi (continues): “In this verse, the statement, 
‘Krishna has incarnated these gopz-incarnations [as wives 
of others] for the purpose of elevating the mellow of 
madhurya-rasa .’ clearly indicates that in the spiritual 


world, the eternal wives of Krishna have accepted 
roles in this world of other men’s wives simply for the 
elevation of madhurya-rasa. There is no fault in this. In 
fact, it is most elevated and transcendental. 

“Moreover, the term, avataritanam Cgopi- 
incarnations’) in this verse does not mean that the gopfs 


Unknown artist. Odisha Pata-citra style. Mural from Raghurajpur. 
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were previously Lakshmis or heavenly damsels. This 
is clearly stated in the Srlmad Bhagavatam (10.47.60): 

nay am sriyo nga u nitanta-rateh prasadah 
svar-yositam nalina-gandha-rucam kuto nyah 
rasotsave ‘sya bhuja-danda-grhlta-kantha- 
labdhasisamya udagad vraja-vallabhlnam 

“When Lord Sri Krishna was dancing with the gopis in the 
rasa-ilia, the gopis were embraced by the arms of the Lord. 
This transcendental favor was never bestowed upon the 
goddess of fortune Lakshmi or other consorts in the 
spiritual world. Indeed, never was such a thing even 
imagined by the most beautiful girls in the heavenly 
planets, whose bodily luster and aroma resemble the 
lotus flower. What to speak of worldly women who are 
very beautiful according to material estimation?” 

“Therefore, if someone tries to say that the gopis were 
heavenly damsels or incarnations of Lakshmi Devi, then 
this statement of the Bhagavatam would not be justified. 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, the gopis are not 
incarnations of Lakshmi Devi or of the heavenly damsels.] 
Paurnamasi (continues): “Therefore, by 
understanding the fact that the gopis don’t really belong 
to someone else, one is able to understand them as Sri 
Krishna’s original wives in the spiritual world. This is the 
mood expressed by the verse [of Sri Sudeva] above.” V 
[To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva- 
campuh. Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 

2 

Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 
A free bi-monthly service provided by: 

Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, 751015 

Phone: (0674) 2553250, 2557026 
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaljiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International Soci¬ 
ety for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopal Jiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print form 
provided no changes are made to the contents. 


Tf fsR 

The Glories of Purushottam Pandit 

Sri Purusottama Pandita Mahima 
By the Medieval Poet Devakinandan Das 

Purushottam Pandit was the son ofSadashiv Kaviraj and a 
disciple of Lord Nityananda. He is considered to be the eighth 
of the dvadasa-gopalas (the twelve principle associates of 
Lord Nityananda who were all cowherd boys in krsna-llla). 
Srila Kavi Kamapur in his Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika, (text 
130) describes Purushottam as an incarnation of the cowherd 
boy Stokakrishna. Devakinanandan Das , the author of this 
song, was a disciple ofPurusottama Pandit Devakinandan Das 
was also the author of the famous song Vaisnava-vandana 
and the Sanskrit encyclopedia vaisnava-abhidhana. 

prabhu mora nacata srl purusottama nama 

avirata pandita apurva carita yata 

anukhani ati anupama 

My prabhu named Sri Purushottam Pandit, 
constantly dances. I sing of his unprecedented 
character, which is extremely glorious. 

stokakrsna nija rupa sugopana 

atma-nama krsna dasa 

mahad-anubhava bhaya tar ana karana 

vadana cahda mrdhu hasa 

Stokakrishna has hidden himself and taken the 
name “Krishnadas”. An extremely expert devotee, 
he is the remover of all fears. There is a sweet smile 
on his moon-like face. 

sattvika bhava satata prakasita 

mahima hi kahana nay ay a 

deary a madhava srl mukha yadava 

nija gune pacha pacha dhaya 

The eightfold symptoms of ecstasy are always 
manifest in him. His glories cannot be described in 
words. Acharya Madhav, Sri Mukh and Yadav always 
emulate his qualities. 

niravadhi kali-yuge su-bhajana-pavana 

dinajane parakasa 

tuchu pada pankaja raja nija bhusana 

devaklnandana dasa 

In the endless ocean of Kali-yuga , he is the deliverer of 
those who are properly situated in their bhajan. The dust 
of his lotus feet is the ornament of Devakinandan Das. if 

— Translated from Kishori Das Babaji’s SriGauranga-parsada-vargera- 
sucaka-kirtana. Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar, West 
Bengal. 2005. Bengali. Page 47. 
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Inside or Outside 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Actually there is no difference between devotees living 
inside the temple and devotees living outside the temple. 
You are right that the important thing is to remember 
Krishna, whatever is your activity. So try to remember 
Krishna always by following the principles as you know 
them, namely, rising early, taking bath, cleansing, 
attending aratrika y reading scriptures at least one hour 
or two hours daily, chanting sixteen rounds on beads of 
Hare Krishna mantra, going for street sahkirtana y offering 
all your foodstuffs to Krishna, like that. In this way very 
quickly you will make progress in Krishna Consciousness 
and become very, very happy in your life. V 
— Letter to Susan Beckman. 29 September 1972. 

No Making — Only Breaking 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

bhala karte pari na y manda karte pari y ekhana ki dibi ta bal? 

“I cannot do any good, but I can harm you. Now tell 

me, what will you give me in return for this? 

There is a proverb in Sanskrit, asakto ham grharambhe 
sakto ham grha-bhahjane — “I am so incapable that I 
cannot begin the work of building a house, but I am 
especially expert in turning even a big palace into dust.” 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


This is the character of envious and wicked persons. 
People of low nature are capable of spoiling the work 
of others, but are unable to do any good for anyone. 
A rat can easily spoil many invaluable books, clothes, 
or stocks of grains, but cannot produce any of these. 

As a result of great fortune, the seed of sincere faith in 
God and his devotees can sprout in the heart of a living 
entity. Even after the performance of hundreds of births 
of renunciation and austerities, one cannot attain even a 
particle of faith. But we often see that such faith can arise 
in the heart of a living being simply by the good wishes 
of a devotee. By even a momentary criticism of guru and 
the vaisnavas, envious and wicked rascals can uproot 
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the creeper of devotion from the heart of persons who 
possess weak faith. However, they are unable to create 
even a semblance of devotion to guru and the vaisnavas 
in the hearts of others. Such people, who are in the mode 
of ignorance, try to analyze the character of devotees 
and the Lord by their empiric knowledge, false logic, and 
useless arguments. Acting in their wicked, cowardly, or 
malicious way, they cunningly say, “I cannot offer any 
good to you, but can only offer you harm. Now tell me, 
what you will give me in return?” If while not doing any 
beneficial activity they could only remain neutral, then 
eventually nothing harmful would happen. However, it 
is mayas trick that no one can remain impartial in this 
world. Either one will do good or one will do bad. Those 
who cannot do good will surely do bad. After committing 
harm to others and destroying something good, such 
people will then claim to deserve a reward! If 

— Translated by Brijbasi Das from Upakhyane Upadesa (instructive 
Stories told by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada), 
complied by Sundarananda Vidyavinoda, Gaudiya Mission, Kolkata, 
1992, vol.l, pp.91-92.) 

The First Attraction - Part 10 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

Vrinda had asked Paumamasi why she could not have 
prevented the marriages of the gopis to the other cowherd 
boys. Paumamasi replied that the Ilia of the Lord demands 
these apparent reversals to increase the feelings of separation 
between the gopis and Krishna so that when Krishna finally 
returns back to Vrindavan the union will be extremely sweet 
Paumamasi then cited quotations from various literatures 
supporting the fact that Krishna's enjoyment of the wives of 
others is not forbidden even according to the principles o/rasa- 
sastra. Here, Paumamasi again stresses that in the eternal 
spiritual world , the gopis are actually the wives of Krishna. 

Paumamasi continues: Vrinda! This supreme secret 
[that the gopis are actually Krishna’s eternal wives] should 
not be disclosed even to the sky! But [be reassured that]: 

radhadinam kevalanam kevalo nanda-nandanah 
varah syat kevalam tasmat ke balat kuryur anyatha? 

For the exclusively devoted gopis like Radha, only the 
son of Nanda can be their husband. How can anyone 
else forcibly change this fact? 

This is because: 

vraja-laksmi-janatdyd harir iha ramanah param na parah 
katham atha cakora-jater vrttis candrad bhaved any ah? 

Hari is the loving husband of the hosts of Lakshmis 
[i.e. the gopis ] here in Vrindavan. No one else can take 
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that position. How can anything besides the moon be 
the life and soul of the host of cakora- birds? 

Vrinda: “Okay, whatever has happened has 
happened. What’s important is that in the future your 
efforts will bring about the desired end.” 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, the future will see 
Krishna returning back to Vrindavan and marrying all 
the gopis. This will happen in the Gopala-uttara-campuh.] 
Saying this, Vrinda paid her respects and 
prepared to depart. 

Paumamasi: 0 Vrinda! 

avacam avocam uvaca ca, vacmi hi vaktasmi vaksyami 
ucyasam idam vacyam vacani no ced avaksyam na 

I had said it, I have said it, and I say it, I am saying it, 

I certainly will say it, I will repetitively say it, and it 
is fitting that I should say it. If it would not have been 
possible for me to say it then I would not have said it. 

[Translator’s Note: Paumamasi reassures Vrinda by 
stating that she has previously said, she is saying now, 
and will repeat in the future that the gopis are Krishna’s 
eternal wives. Srilajiva Goswami displays his expertise 



Nama-tattva 


Sri Nama has all Powers 

dana-vrata-tapas-tirtha-yatradinam cayah sthitah 
saktayo deva-mahatam sarva-papa-harah subhah 
rdjasuyd^amedhdndmjndnasyddhyatma-vastunah 
akrsya harina sarvdh sthapitah svesu namasu 

Whatever potency to award auspiciousness and 
destroy sin that may be found in the performance 
of charity, penances, austerities, visiting holy 
tirthas , worshiping demigods, performing rajasuya 
or asvamedha sacrifices, or the attainment of 
knowledge related to the soul, all those potencies 
have been invested in the holy names of Sri Hari. 

— Skanda Purana , cited in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.398-399. 
Translated by Bhumipati Das in Bhajana-rahasya, chapter 2. 
Edited and published by Sri Pundarika Vidyanidhi Das. Vrajraj 
Press. ISKCON Vrindavan. 
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The lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna 


in Sanskrit grammar by writing the verbal root Vac’ 
(to speak) in all ten tenses of Sanskrit Grammar.] 
Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha continued: 
“These gopis, interested only in games played by 
children, were so protected by their parents from 
seeing or hearing anything about Krishna that it was 
as if they were not seen even by [the all-pervasive rays 
of] the sun, but they still naturally developed youthful 
loving feelings for Krishna, just like some creepers 
naturally develop fresh leaves in the monsoon season.” 
What more is there to say? 

hrdayam anahgas tasam avisad vayasah kramad eva 
syamangah sa tu sangam vivesa sahasa tatah purvam 

Although due to their natural progression of age, 
Cupid had entered only within their hearts, long 
before that the cupid named Shyam had already 
entered into each and every limb of their bodies. 

asid asu hareh sphurtir darsana-sravarie vina 
yathantahpura-ruddhasu kanyasu madanodgamah 

Just like girls kept under house-arrest in a palace 
spontaneously develop amorous feelings for their beloved, 
these gopis developed similar spontaneous feelings for 
Hari, being denied his sight and news about him. 
Therefore, it is said [by the expert poets] that: 


navya-yauvanatah purvam krsne tasam tuya ratih 
tasyam natisayoktih sa sva-bhavoktis tu manyatam 
The spontaneous attraction of the gopis towards 
Krishna, even before the full appearance of youth, is 
not an over-exaggeration. It is only natural. 

Whenever, even coincidentally, the two syllables 
4 krs ’ and l na or the sound of Krishna’s flute would 
enter their ears, these gopis would become extremely 
joyous, just as if they had seen him. Then when they 
realized that they had not actually seen him, they 
would attain a state of extreme distress. They would 
never express this distress to anyone, but their 
minds dwelt constantly in thoughts of Krishna. Their 
feelings were as follows: 

yah krsna-namaksara-madhuri-jharair 
asvadyate venu-kali-rasair api 
sa eva ekambuda-rocir esa me 
kah svantam uccaih kurute puru-vyatham 

Oh! Who is that dark-cloud-colored person, who through 
sweet streams of the name ‘Krishna’ and through the 
mellows of his sweet flute is causing extreme distress 
within our hearts?” 'It 

[To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 


Unknown artist. Bengali, c. 1950's. 
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The Glories of Rasikananda Prabhu 

Sri Sri Rasikanandera Mahima 
The poet Ghanasyam Das 

jay a jay a rasika surasika-murari 
karunamaya kali-kalusa-vibhanjana 

niramala-gunaganajana-manahari 
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All glories, all glories to the merciful destroyer of 
kali-yugas sins, Sri Rasikananda Murari, the great rasika 
devotee of the Lord who is full of a host of pleasant 
qualities. His qualities attract the minds of one and all. 

prabala-pratapa-pujya-paramadbhuta 

bhakti prakasaka sukhada-sudhira 
daga-maga-prema-hema-sama-ujjvala 

jhalakata atisaya lalita sarira 

He is exceedingly majestic in his appearance, most 
wonderful and worshipable. He illuminates the path 
of bhakti-yoga and his disposition is pleasingly calm. 
His graceful physique falters as he walks and exhibits 
the golden effulgence of brilliant krsna-prema. 

syamananda-carana-cita-cintana 

anukhana sahkirtana-rasa-pana 
yd kara saba rasa gauracandra vinu 

ki kahaba sapane najanaye ana 

In his heart he meditates on the feet of Sri Shyamananda 
Prabhu, and he constantly drinks the joyous mellows of 
hari-ndma-sankirtana. He demonstrates all the mellows of 
bhakti. What more can be said? Even in his dreams, Sri 
Rasikananda knew no one other than Sri Gaurachandra. 

aparupa kvrti lasata tri-jagata madhi 

kavivara kavya vidita anupama 
nipata-udara-carita-caru kachu 

samujhi na sakata patita-ghana-syama 

His fame is wonderful, and it shines brilliantly 
in the three worlds. His fame is sung by the best 
of poets in their choicest poetry. This fallen and 
inexperienced poet Ghanashyam Das is unable to 
understand even a fraction of the brilliance of his 
wonderful and magnanimous character. '”i $ 

— Translated from Kishori Das Babaji’s Sri Gauranga-parsada- 
vargera-sucaka-kirtana. Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar, 
West Bengal. 2005. Bengali. Page 92. 
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Chanting on the Typewriter 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

When the composer machine is purchased, you will 
be engaged from 11 till 3 PM and from 7 till 10 PM. 
That means seven hours a day. When you are typing 
you should know that it is as good as chanting because 
the work is also on the matter of Krishna. Chanting on 
the beads and chanting on the typewriter composer 
machine are both transcendental sounds of Krishna. 
Krishna’s name, his fame, his qualities — all of them 
are on the absolute platform and therefore there is 
no difference between one and another. So do not 
be misled that you are typing and not chanting. It 

— Letter to Arundhati. 16 June 1969. 

Why are we not Making 
Advancement? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Devotee: Why are our obstacles not destroyed and 
our desires not fulfilled? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati: Because we 
think that the spiritual master, who is non-different 
from the supreme lord, is a mortal being, our current 
vision is full of faults. That is why we are unable to 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

sincerely surrender to his lotus feet. We find ourselves 
in our present pathetic condition because we have 
transgressed the words of the Vedas, the Supreme 
Lord, and the Bhagavad-gita by considering the 
spiritual master as a mortal being, the vaisnavas as 
belonging to a particular caste, or the supreme lord as 
made of material elements — stone, wood or clay. fBP 

— From Amrta Vani , p. 44. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 
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The First Attraction - Part 11 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

The brothers Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha continue 
their narrative in front ofRadha Krishna and their friends. 

The feelings of Sri Radha [who was kept confined 
within her home] were as follows: 

yate krsneti sabde sruti-patham amrtad apy atisvada-yukte 
vamsTvadye ca sasvan manasi sapadiyah sphurtim apnoti so yam 
ajanmabhyasa-hlno py atisuparicita-praya eveti bhati 
prapti-vyavrttitas tu prasabham acirato nesyati prana-vargam 

“When the sound of the word ‘Krishna’ or the sound 
of the flute enters into the pathway of my ears, a 
certain personality immediately manifests within my 
mind. This personality appears to be very familiar, 
even though he’s been away for a lifetime. I think 
that if I am not able to attain him soon he will take 
away my life force.” 

Then, she spoke as if she were having a conversation 
with herself, saying, “0 Radha! Why are you feeling 
agitated at heart? Focus your attention if you’re 
distracted, and listen: 

sravydnam svada-saram srutir anumanuteyat tuyad va sudhabdher 
manthal labdham rasajndsukha-hrdija-sukham citta-vrttiryad eva 
kintat krsneti varna-dvayam ay am athava krsna-varna-dyutmam 
ajlvyah ko pi sasvat sphurati nava-yuvety uhaya mohitasmi 

[The name of Krishna] is the essence of all sounds. It 
can only be understood by the ear. [His name is] the 
essence of the flavor of the nectar churned from the 
milk ocean, and this flavor can only be understood by 
the tongue. [His name produces a joy in the heart] and 
this joy can be understood only by the consciousness. 
Now tell me [0 Radha], is the source of all these vari¬ 
ous sensations the name “Krishna” or is it the person 
who is constantly manifesting in my heart who has a 
dark ( krsna,) hue? Thinking in this way, I am becoming 
bewildered.” 

[Madhukantha continued]: Similarly, now listen to 
the mood of Krishna, who was eager to be enlight¬ 
ened by the glorifiable qualities of Radha: 

namni srotram sadana-saranau netram amoda-pure 
ghranam prsthe vapur api gune suktam asam madly am 
mam projjhyasld drutam iti harih svlya-dosam vicarat 
pratyakhyaya sphutam anusaram tatra citrayate sma 

“My ears became focused on the sound of her names; my 
eyes became riveted on the path leading to her home; 
my nose became fixed on her various joyous aromas; my 
entire body became immersed in following her; and my 
voice was engaged in glorifying her. Still, [Sri Radha] left 
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me and quickly went away!” Thinking like this, Krishna 
somehow drove away his sadness, but still he remained 
as motionless as a painting on the wall. Moreover: 

radha-rkse kvacana ganake nantikad varnyamane 
drstva radham ghatayatijane sanjanam svasya durat 
radha-gehan mrdula-pavane vati nasmari tat tat 
krsnenasmin punar alam asau sasmare saiva radha 

Whenever any astrologer in Vrindavan speaks about the 
constellation named “Radha”; whenever someone having 
seen Radha expresses affection for her; whenever a gen¬ 
tle breeze blows from Radha’s home towards Krishna—at 
all these times Krishna doesn’t think about these things. 
Instead, in all these incidents he only remembers Radha. 

[Translator’s Note: Madhukantha and Snigdhakan¬ 
tha have thus described the feelings of Radha and 
Krishna when they could not see each other due 
to being married off in different homes. Now they 
narrate how even after their marriage to the other 
cowherd boys, the gopls and Srimati Radharani got 
to see Krishna without any obstruction.] 

In this way the great festival of the unhampered sight 
of Krishna had not yet occurred [for the eyes of the 
gopls]. However, the opportunity [to see Krishna free 
from all restrictions] did occur later during the episode 
of Kaliya. At that time [of apparent crisis], all fetters 
were shattered as all the residents of Vraja rushed 


Nama-tattva 


Hari and Harinama 

From the Bhagavan-ndma-mahdtmya-samgraha 

hari-nama haris tatra barer namatiricyate 
namavimrsya-phala-dam vimrsya-phalado harih 
Among the holy name of Lord Hari and Lord 
Hari himself, the holy name stands out as 
superior. This is because the holy name gives love 
of Hari without any consideration, whereas Hari 
gives his love only after various considerations. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Bhagavan-nama- 
mahatmya-samgraha, verse 233. Princess of Wales Saraswati 
Bhavana Text No. 56. Edited by Mahamahopadhyaya Gopi Natha 
Kaviraja. Printed at Vidya Vilasa Press, Benares City. 1934. 
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Hearing the sound of Krishna's flute, Radharani pictures him in her mind. 


[to the banks of the Yamuna] bringing Radha and the 
gopis with them. Krishna delayed the task of punish¬ 
ing Kaliya [and instead appeared to be within Kaliya’s 
grips] for that purpose [of giving Radha and the gopis 
an unhampered vision of himself]. Still, even though 
Radha and the gopis had reached the spot in time [to see 
Krishna], their love could not reach its fullest expres¬ 
sion in this world due to the immaturity of their age 
and due to the scene of lamentation generated at the 
banks of Yamuna that day. Instead, this incident only 
resulted in the generation of extreme attachment and 
love [but not yet any higher level of ecstasy]. 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, all the symptoms 
of ecstasy were not manifest simultaneously due to 
the above-mentioned factors. Madhukantha and 
Snigdhakantha now describe Radha and the gopis ’ 
condition in three verses.] 

yada dure nrtyam phani-sirasi cakre muraripus 
tada tabhih saksad araci sa itidam nahi mrsa 
tathapy asam balyad bahujana-samajad api suca- 
vrter bhavo nave a sva-rasa-mayatam anv apiyayau 
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When Murari danced on the heads of Kaliya, it is a fact 
that the gopis along with Radha saw him directly. Still, 
due to their childishness, due to the presence of many 
people, and due to the general lamentation at that 
scene, their feelings could not attain the highest level. 

yada kaliyasya hrada-valayatah so yam uditas 

tada radha-mukhyah prathama-kalanad eva patitah 
bahir-jhanam nasidyad api tad api sphurti-valita 
na murccham namurcchamyayur ahaha ratrindivam anu 

When Krishna rose suddenly from Kaliya’s lake, Radha 
and the other gopis , seeing him for the first time, in¬ 
stantly fell to the ground as if they had fainted. Ahh! 
Although due to some strength they remained con¬ 
scious, for days and nights they were in a state of mental 
stupefaction [unable to think or act purposefully]. 

yady api krsnas tasam kalanad antar-vikaramasannah 
tad api ca samayantarajam cakara gambhiratam saranam 

Although when Krishna saw the gopis he felt agitated 
within his mind, he took shelter of the soberness that 
had helped him in all other times. 

When morning came, the gopis and Radha 
were somehow carried back to Vraja on carts, 
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* 3 * 0 #^ — 4 

where they regained health and consciousness 
after great effort. [To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 AD. 

The Glories of Srivas Pandit 

The Poet Premadas 

saptadvlpa dlpta kari sobhe navadvlpa purl 

yahe visvambhara devaraja 
take tahra bhaktayata tahate srlvasa khyata 

srl-krsna klrtanayara kaja 

The earth with its seven islands is illumined by the 
presence of Nabadwip Dham, where Vishwambhar is 
the Lord. Among his devotees, Srivas is famous. His 
sole duty is to sing the klrtana of Sri Krishna. 
jayajaya thakura pandita! 

yanra krpalesa matra hay a gaura prema patra 

anupama sakala caritra 

All glories, all glories to Thakur Pandit [Srivas]! By 
a fraction of his mercy, one becomes fit to receive 
Gaura prema. His character is extraordinary. 

gaurahgera seva vine deva-devl nahij ane 

cari-bhai dasa-dasi laye 

satata klrtana range gaura gaura-bhakta sahge 

aharnisi preme matta haye 

Neither Srivas, nor his four brothers, nor his 
servants, knew any activity other than the service of 
Gauranga. They remained mad with prema, day and 
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Deities at the home of Srivas Thakur in Mayapur 


night, while absorbed in colorful pastimes of klrtana 
with Gaura and Gaura’s devotees. 

yarn bharya srl-malinl pati-vrata siromani 

yahre prabhu kahatejananl 

nityananda rahe ghare putra-sama sneha kare 

stanajhare netre bake panl 

Srivas’ consort Sri Malini is the crest jewel of chaste 
wives. Mahaprabhu addresses her as “Mother”. 
Nityananda Prabhu lives in the house of Srivas, and 
Malini loves him as a son. Seeing him, milk flows from 
her breasts and tears run down her eyes. 

kabhu va Isvarajane nati kare srl carane 

kabhu kole karaye palana 

prabhura nitya bhanga lagi mrta putra soka tyagi 
suni prabhu karaye rodana 
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Sometimes Srivas knows Mahaprabhu as the Lord 
and bows to his feet. Sometimes he takes Nimai on 
his lap to look after him. Once during klrtana , the 
son of Srivas died. Fearing that it would disturb 
Mahaprabhu’s happiness, Srivas gave up his own 
lamentation. Hearing the news of the death of Srivas’ 
son, Mahaprabhu cried. 

bhratr-suta ndrayanl vaisnava mandate dhvani 

yanra putra vrndavana dasa 
dhaniya caitanya Ilia tribhuvana uddharila 

premadasa kare yarn asa 

Srivas’ niece [his brother’s daughter] was Narayani. 
She was famous amongst all the vaisnavas. Her 
son was Vrindavan Das [the author of Srl Caitanya- 
bhagavata]. The glorious descriptions of Caitanya’s 
pastimes deliver all the three worlds. Prema Das 
eagerly awaits the vision of such pastimes. 1$ 

— Translated from Kishori Das Babaji’s Sri Gauranga-parsada- 
vargera-sucaka-kirtana, srivasa panditera mahima. Vaishnava Research 
Institute. Halisahar, West Bengal. 2005. Bengali. Page 14. 
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Anyone Who Chants 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

About the “guru” living next door, as well as 
other so-called sadhus in Fiji, why be disturbed by 
them? Simply go on with your preaching work with 
determination. Sincere people will be attracted by 
the purity of your message. And if that man insists 
on chanting “hare rama" first, what harm is there? 
(Letter to Upendra Das. 21 March 1971.) 

Everyone who is chanting “ hare krsna ” is getting 
benefit. Sanatan Goswami says that one should not 
hear from an avaisnava y someone who is not a vaisnava. 
So people who are imitating are hearing from a 
vaisnava. They are not avaisnava because the hare 
krsna mantra has only been introduced by us into the 
Western world. So whatever they have heard is from a 
vaisnava. (Letter to Revatinandan Das. 2 April 1972.) I# 

The Maintainer of Vedic Etiquette 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

There is a famous verse describing Lord Rama: 

ramante yogino nante satyanande cid-atmani 
iti rama-padenasau param brahmabhidhiyate 

The Supreme Absolute Truth is called “rama 11 because 
the transcendentalists take pleasure in the unlimited 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


true pleasure of spiritual existence. [Text 8 of the Padma 
PuranaSy “Sata-nama-stotra”, one hundred names of 
Lord Ramachandra. Quoted in Cc. madhya 9.29.] 

All theyogis and munis of Dandakaranya forest became 
very attracted when they saw the beautiful form of 
Rama. They developed a desire to become his wife. 
But Lord Rama is marydda-purusottama y the topmost 
example of and enjoyer of Vedic propriety. He very 
strictly observed the Vedic rules and regulations. 
Eka-patnf-vrata — he had vowed that, “I won’t accept 
more then one wife.” He was so strict. He said “No, no, 
no. I can’t accept. Not in this incarnation. In the next 
incarnation, when Krishna comes, he will accept many 
wives. You wait for that. Also, if you accept me you will 
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be cursed by my wife Sita Devi. She cannot tolerate. Sita 
is pati-vratd-satiy she is a chaste lady and noted for her 
pati-vratya , her devotion to her husband. Lord Rama is 
known as marydda-purusottama, the topmost maintainer 
of Vedic etiquette. Krishna is llla-purusottama , the 
topmost performer of pastimes, and Gauranga is prema- 
purusottama, the topmost embodiment of krsna-prema y 
who gives prema indiscriminately, 'it 

— From a darsana in Bhubaneswar, 13 March 1991. 

The First Attraction - Part 12 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

After describing the feelings of Sri Radha when she could not 
meet Krishna in Vrindavan due to being married to someone 
else ,, Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha described the feelings 
of Krishna. Thereafter, they described how the episode of the 
chastisement ofKaliya allowed Krishna and the gopls to as¬ 
semble at one place and see each other without reservation for 
the first time after the gopls marriages. They described how 
both Krishna and the gopls felt waves of ecstasy on seeing 
each other , and even though Krishna could check his ecstasy, 
the gopls and Srimati Radharani fainted and only with great 
difficulty were they bought back to Vraja, where they gradu¬ 
ally regained their health and consciousness. 

[Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha continued]: 

muhur bandhu-stome tad-upacaranad utthita-matau 
jana-dvara tasam harir api vimurccham kalitavan 
atha vyagrlbhuyamrtam iva muralya mrdu-kalam 
jagau tas ca prapur bahir-avahitim satvarataya 

When Krishna’s close friends attained health and 
proper consciousness due to being in his proximity, 
he came to know from them about the fainting of the 
gopls. Becoming uneasy on hearing this, he started 
playing songs as sweet as nectar on his flute, due 
to which the gopls attained external consciousness 
and health very quickly. 

The in-laws of these gopls understood well that the 
sweetness of Krishna’s flute-playing was like an expert 
physician for the girls, and thus they did not create 
as many obstacles preventing them from moving out 
of their homes as they had created before. Thus, on 
rare occasions they would attain the sight of Krishna. 

[Translator’s Note: Previously, Madhukantha and 
Snigdhakantha mentioned that the feelings of these gopls 
could not attain their highest levels due to the immaturity 
of the gopls. This immaturity was due to their age. 

2 


Jjfr <£lW|cb2JT3JcTT 

Now they describe how Krishna and the gopls started 
maturing in age as well as in the mutual feelings of love.] 
Krishna gradually attained six years of age, while 
those gopls were slightly younger. The respective 
brilliances of their preadolescence appeared to be 
competing against each other. 

The brilliance of Krishna’s preadolescence was 
as follows: 


vaktram purna-kapola-kanti-valitam kesa bhrsa-syamala 
netre lola-visala-patala-tate vaksah sphurad-vistrti 
bahu-dvandvam akharva-pusta-ghatanam madhyah krsas tat-parah 
sphltas tadvad urn prthu bhavitum udyatau sma tasmin hareh 

His face was dominated by the effulgence of his 
developed cheeks; his hair was black; his eyes restless, 
large and reddish at the edges; his chest broad; his 
arms wide and developed in strength; his waist was 
slim, and his hips and thighs attained muscularity. 


A confidential associate of Krishna made the 
following joking remark: 


tanau syama laksmlr abhajad ay am antar-hrdi punah 
sada gaurlr ittham kapatam abhipasyan muraripoh 
sphuran-netra-dvandvam bhajad arunatam Isad abhito 
muhuh karnabhyarnam vrajati kila kincit kathayitum 



Nama-tattva 


Other Names Become 
Embarrassed 

krsnah krsnah krsna ity anta-kale 
jalpanj anturj Ivitam yoj ahati 
adyah sabdah kalpate tasya muktyai 
vrlda-namrau tisthato nyavmasthau 

One who, at the time of death, chants the holy 
name, “Krishna! Krishna! Krishna!” will not have to 
chant any other holy name to be delivered. Among all 
the names of the Lord, the name Krishna is sufficient 
for liberation. In fact, [in front of the name of Krishna] 
the other holy names of the Lord feel embarrassed, 
like an unemployed person who has no work. 

— SanatanGoswami. SriHari-bhakti-vilasa 11.502. English translation 
by Bhumipati Das. Rasbiharilal & Sons. Vrindavan. 2005. 
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In his external body he seems to be decorated with 
the opulence of a dark color. However, the core of 
Murari’s heart is always decorated with the opulence of 
a golden color. Seeing this duality, his two eyes seem 
to have taken on a reddish color on their borders, and 
they are now going towards his ears to spill the secret. 

Now the brilliance of the adolescence of the gopfs 
(and Radha) is described: 

katakse krsnabha sphutam adharayo raga-garima 
kapola-dvandvantah sucir urasi carunnati-rucih 
ami ceto-dharma bahir ahahayady evam udita 
bhavet kimva tarhi vraja-mrgadrsam gopana-padam 

A dark hue in their sidelong eye-glances, a clearly 
visible reddish hue in their lips, spotless beauty in 
their cheeks, and a perky development in their breasts 
— if the feelings of the heart have arisen in these 
ways, is there any body part of the doe-eyed-damsels 
of Vraja that is not speaking out their hidden feelings? 

Someone spoke the following to Sri Radhika: 

bhadra padma dhanistha sivi-pasupa-suta palika syamala sa 
candravaly apy abhfksnam vayasi nija-nija-sri-samutkarsi drsta 
srf-radhe tvam punah svamjita-kanaka-gunam dyotam udyotayantl 
tad divyam syamadhama prathayasi paritah kena va tan na vedmi 

At this age, Bhadra, Padma, Dhanishta, Shaibya, 
Palika, Shyamala and even Chandravali at every 
moment appear to be more glorious than Lakshmi. O 
Sri Radhe! The luster of your body, on the other hand, 
conquers the qualities of gold. However, even with 
such a [golden] body, you seem to give off a blackish 
luster. I am not able to understand how and why. 

Another friend of Radhika remarked: 

vilasati krsna-navabdah sphutam adhi hr day am pravisya radhayah 
na bhavati tadyadi katham iva pulakaih saha locane sravatah 

Certainly a new dark-cloud has entered into the heart 
of Radha and is joyously performing pastimes there. 
How else can you explain the constant ecstatic flow 
of water coming from her eyes? 

Since then, the gopfs started wondering: 

tad evayamunaranyam ta eva ca tamdlakdh 
tad eva cittam asmakam sampratam kim ivanyatha 

This is the same Yamuna forest. These are the same 

tama la-trees. These are the same hearts that we were 

possessed of. Why has everything changed suddenly 

[in such a colorful romantic way]? [To be continued.] II 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 
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Prayers to Sri Ramachandra 

srl-ramastakam 

Srila Murari Gupta's Sri Caitanya-carita 2.7.10-18 

rajat-kirita-mani-didhita-dipitamsam 
udyad-brhaspati-kavi-pratime vahantam 
dve kundale nka-rahitendu-samana-vaktram 
ramamjagat-traya-gurum satatam bhajami 

Though his face is like a spotless moon, still it is 
further brightened by a shining crown of jewels. His 
earrings resemble Jupiter and Venus rising in the 
evening sky. I forever worship this Lord Sri Rama, 
guru of the three worlds. 

udyad-vibhakara-marici-vibodhitabja- 
netram subimba-dasana-cchada-caru-nasam 
subhrdmsu-rasmi-parinirjita-cdru-hdsam 
ramamjagat-traya-gurum satatam bhajami 

When he awakens and opens his lotus eyes, their luster 
resembles the early rays of the rising sun. His teeth are 
enclosed by charming bimba fruit-red lips. His nose is 
shapely and graceful, and, seeing the beams of his beautiful 
smile, the white-rayed moon accepts defeat. I forever 
worship this Lord Sri Rama, guru of the three worlds. 

tarn kambu-kantham ajam ambuja-tulya-rupam 
muktdvali-kanaka-hara-dhrtam vibhantam 


Unknown artist. 19th c. Patna 
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vidyud-valaka-gana-samyutam ambudarh va 
ramamjagat-traya-gurum satatam bhajami 

The throat of the unborn Lord is like a three-ringed 
conchshell, and his form is as soft as the lotus. He 
wears a shining necklace of pearls set in gold, and thus 
he resembles a water-laden cloud accompanied by 
lightning flashes and a flock of cranes. Such is Sri Rama, 
guru of the three worlds, whom I perpetually adore. 

uttana-hasta-tala-samstha-sahasra-patram 
panca-cchadadhika-satam pravarangulibhih 
kurvaty asita-kanaka-dyutiyasya sita 
parsve sti tarn raghu-varam satatam bhajami 

In her upraised hand Sita Devi holds a thousand- 
petaled lotus flower, and her five graceful fingers 
make it appear that the flower’s hundred petals are 
covered by another five petals. I forever worship 
Rama, best of the Raghu dynasty, by whose side 
remains this Sita, whose radiance is like molten gold. 

agre dhanurdhara-varah kanakojjvaldhgo 
jyesthanu-sevana-rato vara-bhusanadhyah 
sesdkhya-dhdma-vara-laksmana-namayasya 
ramamjagat-traya-gurum satatam bhajami 

Before Rama stands his brother Lakshman, 
constantly engaged in his elder brother’s service, the 
most skilled of archers, his body brilliantly golden and 
enhanced with splendid ornaments. He is also known 
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as Shesh, the all-accommodating abode of the worlds. 
I worship this Lord Sri Rama, guru of the three worlds. 

yo raghavendra-kula-sindhu-sudhamsu-rupo 
mdnca-rdksasa-subdhu-mukhan nihatya 
yajnam raraksa kusikanvaya-punya-rasim 
ramamjagat-traya-gurum satatam bhajami 

Like the nectar-rayed moon shining on the ocean of 
the Raghu dynasty, he slew the man-eating demons, 
headed by Maricha and Subahu, thus well-protecting 
the sacrifice performed by the sage Vishwamitra for 
the welfare of his ancestors. I worship this Lord Sri 
Rama, guru of the three worlds. 

hatva khara-trisirasau sa-ganau kabandham 
sri-danda-kananam adusanam eva krtva 
sugriva-maitram akarod vinihatya satrum 
tarn raghava dasa-mukhanta-karam bhajami 

Slaying the raksasas Khara, Trishirasa, Kabandha, and 
their armies, he rendered safe the forest of Dandakaranya. 
By killing the monkey-king, Sugriva’s enemy, Bali, he 
made alliance with Sugriva; I adore Sri Rama, best of 
the Raghu dynasty, the slayer of the ten-headed Ravan. 

bhahktva pinakam akarojjanakdtmajdya 
vaivahikotsava-vidhim pathi bhargavendram 
jitva pitur mudam uvaha kakutstha-varyam 
ramamjagat-traya-gurum satatam bhajami 

After breaking Shiva’s bow, he married Sita, daughter 
of Janak Raj. Then on the path home, He conquered 
the mighty Parshuram, best of Bhrigu’s line, bringing 
pleasure to Maharaja Dasharath, his father. I forever 
worship this Lord Sri Rama, the foremost descendant 
of Kakutstha and guru of the three worlds. 

ittham nisamya raghu-nandana-raja-simha- 
slokastakam sa bhagavan caranam murareh 
vaidyasya murdhni vinidhaya lilekha bhale 
tvam rama-dasa iti bho bhava mat-prasadat 

After hearing these eight verses composed by the 
physician Murari describing Sri Rama, lion among 
kings and delight of the Raghu dynasty, placing his foot 
on the physican’s head, Bhagavan Gaura Hari wrote 
the words “Rama Das” on his brow and proclaimed, 
“Bho! By my mercy, be forever Sri Rama’s servant.” It 
Bibliography 

— Sanskrit transliteration from Gaudiya Grantha Mandir: http:// 
granthamandira.org 


— SnCaitanya-carita. English translation by Bhaktivedanta Bhagavata 
Svami. Gaura Vani Press. Distributed by Nectar Books, Union City, 
Georgia, USA. 1998. 
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A Question of Common Sense 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

How can any sensible man accept the view that 
everything is accidental? Is a child taking birth 
accidental? There must have been union between 
a father and a mother. Marx, for instance, may not 
have wanted to die, but he was forced to. How can 
this take place accidentally? There must be some 
superior force. We may not wish to have an accident, 
but accidents happen nonetheless. This is a question 
of common sense. In nature, we see that there are 
many planets in the sky, and they are not accidentally 
colliding but are remaining in their positions. The 
sun rises according to precise calculations. Since 
universal functions are going on very systematically, 
there must be some brain behind them, and we call 
this supreme brain God. How can you deny this? V 

— Dialectic Spiritualism, Chapter X. 

Never afraid of a Smarta 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

When examples of disregard for the truth and 
examples of envy directed at the preachers of the 

truth were found even in Satya-yuga , then it is not ^is Divine Grace 

at all astonishing to see, in this age of Kali , both an A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
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indifference to the truth as well as a combined effort 
to thwart the mission of the deary as who are engaged 
in spreading the truth. When Sri Ramanujacharya 
began preaching about the worship of Lord Vishnu, 
the king of that province, who was a Smarta attached 
to mundane fruitive activities, made a great effort 
to forcibly convert him into a Smarta Shaivite. 
However, an attached mundane fruitive worker can 
never touch even a single hair of a transcendental 
Vaishnava acarya. 

Let the attached Smartas be the leaders of society, let 
them be the rulers of kingdoms, let them have the power 
to punish and kill, but a Vaishnava, and especially an 
acarya, is never subject to their control. The so-called 
Vaishnavas that lick the feet of Smartas who are attached 
to fruitive activities may be afraid of incurring their 
anger, but a real Vaishnava doesn’t care for them. The 
Vaishnava acarya who is free from the contamination of 
Kali is never afraid of a Smartas shouting and scolding, ft 

— Excerpts from pages 5-7. The Life and Teachings of the Four Vaishnava 
Acaryas. Translated by Bhumipati Das. Edited by Purnaprajna Das. 
Presented by Laxman Das and Sanmohini Devi Dasi. Published by Jai 
Nitai Press. Vrindavan. 2007. 

The First Attraction - Part 13 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th pur ana 

The narration continues with Madhukantha and 
Snigdhakantha describing the beauty and mood of the pre¬ 
adolescence of Krishna, the gopls, and Srimati Radharani. 

sarada-prathama-subhra-pancami 
bhavi-rdtri-nikarabja-saprabham 
subhruvam mukham uroja-yugmam apy 
ayata pratidinam mahodayam 

“After the fifth night of the first waxing moon in the 
spring season, the following three objects started 
increasing in their beauty and size — (a) the moon; 

(b) the lotus faces of the gopis and (c) their breasts. 

yada radha tasu prathama-vayasakirna-kirana 
tada tah sarvas ca pratihata-samajndh samabhavan 
param nana-puspavalisu latikasu prathamatah 
praphullanti khyatim sadasi suravalli valayate 

“And among all those gopls, the effulgent pre-ado¬ 
lescence of Sri Radha increased in such a way that it 
overpowered the pre-adolescent glories of the other 
gopis, just like a suravalli creeper that is already fully 
developed gains repute over all other creepers that 
have newly grown around it.” [To be continued.] V' 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 


Jjfr ^)CU|cb3TT^cTT fil^ 

The Glories of Shyamananda Prabhu 

Sri-syamananda prabhura mahima 

o re mora parana-bandhu syamananda sukha-sindhu 
sadai vihvala gora-gune 

grha parihari dure anande ambika-pure 

ailena prabhura bhavane 

0 ocean of joy, Prabhu Shyamananda! 0 friend of my 
life-force! You are always ecstatic in singing the glories 
of Gaura! Giving up his home he came happily to 
Ambikapura, the home of [Hriday Chaitanya] Prabhu. 

hrdaya-caitanya dekhi ajharejharaye atikhi 

bhumite padaye lotaiya 
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Nama-tattva 


Who can be Superior? 


From the Bhagavan-nama-mahatmya-samgraha 

yasya namnah prabhavena pitam halahalam visam 

kapalam galitam sambhos tatah ko nyah paro hareh 

By chanting his names, Lord Shiva was able to 
drink the deadly halahala poison and was also able 
to get rid of the skull stuck on his hand. Who can 
be superior to Lord Hari? 

[According to various Puranas and local traditions 
in different tirthas, once Lord Brahma minimized the 
position of Lord Shiva, for which Lord Shiva became 
angry and slapped Lord Brahma on his fifth head. His 
slap knocked Brahmas head off (after which Brahma 
became famous as catur-mukha, the four-headed 
one) and the head stuck to the hand of Lord Shiva. 
After traveling throughout the universe trying in vain 
to remove the head from his hand, Lord Shiva came 
to Jagannath Puri, where he sat down to chant and 
meditate on the Lord's name. Due to these devotional 
acts in Jagannath Puri, the head came off and Lord 
Shiva became known at that place as Kapalamochan 
Mahadeva, Shiva who became free from the skull] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from verse 64, Bhagavan-nama- 
mdhdtmya-sarfigraha (pariccheda). Princess of Wales Saraswati 
Bhavana Text No. 56. Edited by Mahamahopadhyaya Gopi Natha 
Kaviraja. Printed at Vidya Vilasa Press, Benares City. 1934. 
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sire dhari se carana kari atma-samarpana 

eka bhite rahe daraiya 

Seeing Hriday Chaitanya Prabhu, torrents of tears 
flowed from his eyes as he rolled on the ground in 
ecstasy. He held the feet of Hriday Chaitanya on 
his head and surrendered to him. The two stayed 
together for some time. 

dekhi syamananda-nta thdkura kariya prlta 

nikate rakhiya sisya kaila 
kari anugraha ati sikhaiya bhakti-riti 

nital-caitanya samarpila 

Seeing the behavior of Shyamananda Prabhu, Sri 
Hriday Chaitanya expressed his affection by keeping him 
close and making him a disciple. He bestowed extreme 
favor on Shyamananda Prabhu, teaching him the ways of 
bhakti and offering him in service to Nitai and Chaitanya. 

kataka divasa pare pathaite vraja-pure 

syamananda vyakula ha-da 
prabhu nitai-caitanya syamanande kaila dhanya 

yatra-kale ajnd-mdla dila 

After a few days, Hriday Chaitanya Prabhu sent 
Shyamananda Prabhu to Vraja. Shyamananda felt 
distress in his heart. Their Lordships Nitai and Chaitanya 
bestowed their mercy on Shyamananda Prabhu and 
gave him a benedictory garland during his journey. 


syamananda pathe cade bhasaye akhirajale 

sohariya prabhura guna-gana 
ekaki kataka dine pravesila vrndavane 

bahu-tirtha kariya bhramana 

Shyamananda Prabhu walked on the path [to 
Vraja] as his eyes welled with tears. He sang songs 
glorifying the Lord. For many days he traveled alone 
and finally entered Vrindavan. There, he roamed 
around in various holy places. 

dekhiya sn-vrndaranya apana manaye dhanya 

anande dharite pare theha 
sikta haiya netra-jale lotaya dharani-tale 

vipula pulaka-maya deha 

Seeing the Vrindavan forest, he considered himself 
fortunate. Feeling great happiness, he could not 
remain peaceful. His eyes wet with tears, he rolled on 
the ground. His body appeared beautiful, decorated 
by his hairs standing on end. 

giya giri-govardhane kaila yd achila mane 

sn-radha-kundera tate asi 
premaya vihvala haila dekhi anugraha kaila 

sn-dasa-gosaln gunarasi 

To fulfill his heart’s desire he went to Govardhan. 
Then he came to Sri Radha Kund. Seeing him, Sri 
Raghunath Das Goswami, the possessor of many good 
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qualities, was overcome with ecstatic love, and he 
offered various benedictions to Shyamananda Prabhu. 

sn-jiva nikate geld nija paricaya dila 

teriho krpa kaila vatsalyete 
ye va manoratha chila tahayena puma kaila 

hrdaya-caitanya krpa Inaite 

Then Sri Shyamananda Prabhu went to Sri Jiva 
Goswami and introduced himself. Sri Jiva Goswami 
bestowed mercy on him in the mood of a parent. 
Thus, by the mercy of Hriday Chaitanya Prabhu, all 
of Sri Shyamananda Prabhu’s desires were fulfilled. 

bhramila dvadasa-vana kaila grantha-adhyayana 

haila ati nipuna sevaya 

sri-gauda-ambika haiya rahila utkale giya 

sr\-gosvdm\-ganera ajnaya 

Shyamananda Prabhu roamed around in the 
twelve forests of Mathura-mandala , studied many 
books, and became expert at devotional service. 
On the order of the goswamis, he traveled via 
Ambikapur to reside in Utkal (Odisha). 

pasandi asura-gane mataila gaura-gune 

kare va na kaila bhakti-dana 
adhama-anande bhase syamananda krpa-lese 

keba na paila paritrana 

Even the demons and hypocrites became maddened by 
Shyamananda s descriptions of the ocean of the qualities 
of Gaura. Is there anyone to whom he did not give bhakti ? 
The lowest of men floated in an ocean of joy by a hint of 
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Shyamananda Prabhu 


Shyamananda’s mercy. Is there anyone whom he did not 
deliver from the ocean of material existence? 

kijanibe tahra tattva sada sahkirtane matta 

avanite vidita mahima 

nija-parikara sahge vilase parama range 

utkale sukhera nahi slma 

He is always intoxicated in krsna-sankirtana. Indeed, 
who can understand the depths of his consciousness? 
His glories are spread throughout the world. Along 
with his associates, he enjoys various supremely joyous 
pastimes. Odisha s happiness has no boundaries now! 

ye vareka dekhe tafire e dhrti dharite nare 
kiba se murati manohara 

narahari kahe kabhu rasikanandera prabhu 

habe ki e nayana-gocara 

Anyone who sees Shyamananda Prabhu even 
once cannot maintain their composure, for his 
form is so enchanting. Narahari Das says, “Will 
Rasikananda Prabhu’s master (Shyamananda 
Prabhu) ever be manifest to my eyes? fUf 

— Translated from Kishori Das Babaji’s SriGauranga-parsada-vargera- 
sucaka-kirtana. Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar, West 
Bengal. 2005. Bengali. Page 89. 
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Regulated Austerity 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding the vows and chanting method you have 
adopted, it is very nice. But do not impose something 
which will be difficult to execute. There is no need of 
fasting once every week. Two days fasting per month on 
Ekadashi is sufficient. Besides that, there are other special 
fasting days. Spiritual realization depends on austerities 
and vows, but in this age by the mercy of Krishna and Lord 
Chaitanya we need not undergo very severe penances, as 
we are unable to do it. The rules and regulations which 
we have already prescribed, that is sufficient for ordinary 
men. But as you have increased the chanting of beads 
daily to 25 rounds, that is very nice, 'it 

— Letter to Rudra. 11 November 1969. 

Go Deeper to Find Jewels 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

In the Ujjvala-mlamanih Srila Rupa Goswami has 
defined prema , and the same prema is also mentioned 
in the Bhagavad-gita. Krishna has said everything, but 
it has to be understood — not just by superficially 
reading but by going deeper. Therefore go deep, 
deeper, to the deepest regions. This is like an 
unlimited ocean. One of the words for ocean is ratna- 
garbha y meaning that it contains invaluable gems, 
ratna. But where in the ocean are such invaluable 
gems available? They are available only in the deepest 
regions. If you float on the surface you will only 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
collect fish. Nothing more than that. You cannot get 
the gems, ratna , unless you go deep, deeper, to the 
deepest region. Try to understand it very well! If you 
float on the surface of the sea you will only collect 
fish. So you are just collecting fish. You cannot go 
to the deepest region of the ocean to collect that 
ratna , invaluable gem. And what is that ratna? That 
is prema-ratna. This love of Krishna is the ratna , 
the invaluable gem. Narottama Dasa Thakura says, 
prema ratana-dhana helaya harainu — “Due to my 
carelessness, I am losing the opportunity to get this 
krsna-prema-ratna ” [Prarthana song 41], So go deep, 
into the deepest region of the ocean, and then you 
can collect this ratna. MR 

— From a lecture on Bhagavad-gita 6.30.1 June 1993. Baltimore, USA. 
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The First Attraction - Part 14 

From Srila Jiva GoswamVs 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha continue describing the 
pre-adolescence pastimes ofSrimati Radharani and the gopls. 

[Looking at Sri Radha’s beauty] the following gossip 
spread among the gopls of Vraja: 

indur mandati khanjarlta-tarunah khanjann ivalokyate 
dunam bhati tila-prasunam arunad bimbam gunal lambate 
svarna-srl-jayi-varna-jala-vilasad-valll na llnayate 
radhaya madhurimniyad vidhuratam apnoti tan-madhurl 

The moon has faded, the graceful wag-tail appears 
handicapped, the white sesame flower appears to 
be burning, the bimba fruit has lost its redness, the 
creepers that conquer the brilliance of gold appear 
to be faded. In front of the brilliance of Sri Radha, all 
others are losing their respective brilliances. 

Thereafter, on attaining the age known as kisora , 
the love of those gopls for Krishna increased, just as 
the thirst of growing creepers to curl around their 
respective shelters increases. 

At that age, their feelings were as follows: 

janmany etad aho kim atra bhavitayat tasya vaksah-sthalam 
vistlrndtula-nlla-ratna-masrnarh sprsyeta mad-vaksasa 
tambulam bata carvitam ca mukhatah krsyeta kim man-mukhe- 
naivam key am aho mamadya vimatir dharma-dhrug abhyagata 

Will it be possible in this life that the incomparable 
broad blue sapphire-decorated chest of Krishna will 
ever touch mine? Will it ever happen that the betel 
chewed in his mouth will be transferred to my mouth? 

Is it correct to think like this or not? Alas! How has 
this irreligious thought come into my mind today? 

Their love attained extreme heights: 

purvamyat parito harer anubhavat kaisoram asudgatam 
tat tasu sphuritam tarn eva vidadhal lllabhir uccaih sthitam 
apy akarnana-darsanadi-rahitas ta devatavistavac 
cestante smayatah sasaka nahiyad boddhumjanas cam api 

The kisora age, which had arisen quickly in the gopls 
due to their deep experience of Lord Hari’s love, now 
attained its pinnacle, generating various new experi¬ 
ences of the Lord. However, due to not attaining the 
sight, sound etc. of the Lord, these gopls would behave 
like women who have been possessed, causing confu¬ 
sion among their relatives. 

sunyam pasyati baspa-puram anisam momucyate kampate 
svidyaty udgata-kantakatvam ayate stambham punah prarcchati 
glanim gacchati vacitapi vacanam nabhasate seti tarn 
posy anti suhrdam tatir muhur aho radham asocan muhuh 
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[Among these gopls suffering from separation,] 
Radha would see everything as void, she would cry 
torrents of tears, she would shiver and sweat con¬ 
stantly as her hair stood on end. Then she would 
become motionless and would not respond even 
when she was called upon. Seeing Radha in such a 
condition, her relatives were in constant anxiety. 

Her feelings were as follows: 

rupenamrta-sindhuh klrtibhir amrta-dyutiryad api 

tad api harir mama hr day am vidahati ha dhig vidhir vamah 

When it comes to beauty, Hari is like an ocean of 
nectar. When it comes to spotless fame, he is like the 
moon. Yet even though he is like these two cooling 
objects, he burns my heart. Fie on the creator, who 
has become unfavorable towards me! 

[Translator’s Note: Nectar and moon are both cooling 
in their effect. However, Lord Hari is having an opposite 
effect on Sri Radha. Thus she is cursing the creator of 
the universe. The meter of this verse is upagltih] 
Krishna’s feelings were as follows: 

hrdayam purvam aliptam bhavah kah punar alipta me sahasa 
smarad apiyasya tu visayan svayam atha cittam svato pijihreti 

Earlier my heart was okay, but what are these feelings 
that have suddenly overtaken me? These feelings are 
reminding me of those objects of enjoyment, thinking 
of which I become ashamed. 

Remembering his feelings for the gopls that he had 
experienced during the pastime of subduing Kaliya, 
he thought to himself: 

pita me sadhunam kula-tilakata-visruta-gatis 
tatha mata sadhvl-samudaya-vivekagrima-lipih 
katham radhadlnam para-mrgadrsam bhavam abhito 
bhajaty antah kimva mama mrdulata mam klamayati 

My father is the greatest decoration in the family of 
gentlemen. My mother is described first among saintly 
chaste ladies. How is it that my mind is revolving around 
and serving the doe-eyed Radha and the other gopls ? Is it 
my own weakness that is causing me to think like this? 

hantajnanam mama vilulitam kvapi na syat parantu 
premardram tad bhavati sutaram tasu tu preyaslsu 
yasmat tasu sphurati na dhiya premamayya para tvam 
napi khyatim bahir anugaya tarn parakartum Ise 

Alas! Although my knowledge is never lost to me, it is 
becoming soaked with love in the thoughts of these 
gopls. Due to this, out of love my intelligence does not 
consider them as the property of others. While the 
worst part is that [at least] externally, I am not able 
to make them my property [due to fear of society]. 

2 






Sri Sdristim {K&tLtmritcc Slndu 



In such a state of mind, his strange activities 
were as follows: 

maunarhe pratibhasate sma vacanaucitye munitvarh dadhe 
socyatve hasati sma hasa-kathane ruksatvam evadade 
prastdve vraja-subhruvam sakhi-janair nirmiyamane barer 
yadyapy evam athapi-varna-vikrter vyatyastir alaksyate 

When silence was required, he would speak. When he 
was expected to speak, he would keep silent. In matters of 
sorrow he would laugh, and in light-hearted moments he 
would exhibit a serious nature. All of these [confusing] be¬ 
haviors would be exhibited by Hari, but when his friends 
would speak about the gopis his bodily hue would change 
[and would thus give away the feelings of his heart]. 

On hearing of the gopis marriage: 

bahih surasatam vyanjann api tarhi balanujah 
antas tu virasah praiksi marmajnaih pakva-piluvat 

The younger brother of Balaram would externally 
show great delight, but internally he would be devoid 
of all mellows. According to the experts of aesthetics, 
his condition was like that of a pilu fruit, which looks 
ripe on the outside but is tasteless within. 

In this condition, the fathers of the gopis , who were 
requested by the in-laws of their daughters to send 
the gopis to their new homes, did not disclose this 
request to the gopis. Instead, they discussed it among 
themselves. Due to the words of Garga Muni and the 
unusual behavior of the gopis , the parents of the gopis 
had not even broken the news to them that they had 
been pledged in marriage to other men, thinking, “Our 
daughters long only for Krishna.” Thus they feared that 
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if the gopis somehow realize that they have been married 
to other men they would give up their lives. How then 
could they send off these gopis to their in-laws homes? 

The parents of the gopis thought as follows: “Just as 
a small dose of poison becomes tolerable for a person 
if it is taken from childhood, similarly we have been 
gradually drinking small doses of poison in the form 
of arranging the marriages of our daughters to other 
men. Now gradually we should also learn to drink the 
poison of sending them off to their in-laws' homes.” 
Thinking in this way, they informed the respective 
in-laws [that they would send the girls soon]. 

On hearing the news that they would soon be sent 
to the homes of men other than Krishna, the gopis 
became extremely distressed, and indeed each girl 
decided that they would give up their life. 

Before the forenoon arrived, they each snuck out, 
and with a consciousness devoid of any thoughts or 
dualities they arrived at Kaliya Hrada [where Krishna 
chastised Kaliya] to give up their lives. This Kaliya 
Hrada was full of deep, dark water and was making a 
loud noise that was disturbing to the ears. [Apparently 
referring to the gushing sound of the waters of the 
Yamuna. This noise appeared to be excessively loud 
on the day of the gopis intended suicide.] 

[By the arrangement of providence] all the gopis 
simultaneously assembled at the Kaliya Hrada and 
started looking at each other as if they did not know 
one another. They started asking each other “Who are 
you?” Gradually they asked each other why they had 
assembled at Kaliya Hrada. And then seeing that the 
other gopis were afflicted by the same problems, and 
seeing the faded colors of each other’s lips, limbs, etc., 
they embraced each other tightly and started loud 
wailing, understanding each other’s hearts. 

Even though they were women belonging to 
noble families, they all mentally made a decision 
to end their lives and thus their relationships with 
their families. Among them all, Srimati Radharani 
situated herself between all of them and expressed 
her opinion clearly as follows: 

yady etad-vapur anya-satkrtam abhut pitradibhis tarhy adah 
preta-grastam ivapijivad adhikam dhik-kara-yogyam bhavet 
dhik catmanam ahoy ad esa sahate py etasya sangapadam 
tat-tirthaya balad balanuja-krte kartavyam asyarpanam 

If this body is offered by our parents in the service 
of other men then it will become just like a body 
haunted by a ghost. Such a life would be even more 
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condemnable than death! Not only the body, but my 
soul will also become condemned, for it will have 
to bear the torture of associating with a so-called 
husband. Therefore it is better that I forcibly give up 
this body for the purpose of attaining Krishna. Thus 
I surrender this body to Krishna’s holy places such as 
the Yamuna, [in other words, it is better that I drown.] 

[Srimati Radharani says]: There is no use thinking 
about this topic very much. It is a well-known fact 
that good deeds are often fraught with obstacles. 
Therefore we should not delay in giving up our lives. 

Srimati Radharani, saying like this, led all the gopis , 
hand-to-hand, to the bank of the Kaliya Hrada. Then 
she folded her hands in front of the Yamuna and spoke 
as follows in a loud, broken voice choked with tears: 

gostha-ksmapati-dampatisvasuratam ramanujah svamitam 
vrndaranyam idam sadapi bhajatam aramatam nah pari 
yah snehad vyatibaddha-hastam abhitah kalindi magna bhavat- 
paniyantar amur bhajantu sakhitam tvam asritas tad vayam 

0 Kalindi! May the couple of Vrindavan (Nanda and 
Yashoda) become our in-laws. May the younger 
brother of Balaram become our husband. May this 
Vrindavan become our eternal sporting ground. 
May these sakhis who are now preparing to drown 
in your waters by holding each other’s hands be¬ 
come eternal friends. We now take shelter of you! 
[in other words, we are now giving up our lives.] 
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The gopis who had entered the water to drown 
themselves thus obtained each other’s association. 
All the other gopis emulated the behavior of Sri 
Radha, and even though they knew that their path 
to death was not going to be easy, they rejected all 
such difficulties and prepared to surrender their lives 
to Yamuna in the Kaliya Hrada. 

At that time, some divine voices spoke to them 
from the sky: 

ahaha gopa-sutah saha-sahasam 
na sahasa kurutapuru-buddhayah 
srnuta vah pratikula-kusahgatir 
na bhavita na bhaven na bhavisyati 

0 daughters of the gopas! Do not think of committing 
this terrible act! Do not act in a foolish way! Please 
listen carefully! There is no possibility that you will 
ever be touched by any undesirable company.” 

virahavagraha-klistagopi-bhumi-sarojinih 
krtva gih-sudhaya sikta devabdas tri-divamyayuh 

Thus, the gopis who were deeply troubled by the 
drought of Krishna’s separation and who appeared like 
day-lotuses on dry land were sufficiently nourished 
by the nectarean words of the demigods [in the form 
of the voices from the sky. These demigods then went 
back to heaven. [To be continued.] if 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 
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Everything Emanates from Sound 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding your question, you are correct when you 
say that all the things around us — tables, chairs, bricks, 
etc. — originally emanate from sound vibration. This is 
also admitted in the Christian Bible [ Genesis , Chapter 
l]: “God said, ‘Let there be creation!’ and there was 
creation.” So, “said” means it was sound vibration. But 
this sound vibration is not material sound vibration, 
because this transcendental sound was there before 
the creation of material sky and sound. 

Transcendental sound is the cause of creation. Material 
sound is not transcendental sound. We have to receive 
transcendental sound through the transcendental 
channel. Therefore, the Vedas are called sruti. That 
means transcendental sound can be received through the 
ear, and by hearing this transcendental sound through 
the ear our heart becomes spiritually purified and we 
can realize the transcendental name, transcendental 
qualities, transcendental form, transcendental pastimes, 
etc. That is the way of the descending process. (Letter to 
Hamsaduta, 23 January 1970.) 

The beginning of this material world is sound 
vibration. I think the materialistic scientists also 
agree that from sound everything emanates. So 

next column ^ 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


similarly, you can enter into the spiritual world 
by taking shelter of sound. That sound vibration 
is the Hare Krishna maha-mantra. By chanting this 
transcendental, eternal sound, you can approach the 
Lord. Just like the telephone is also sound — kring-kring- 
kring. Immediately you are in touch with your friend 
thousands and thousands of miles away. So sound is 
such an important thing. By spiritual sound, you can 
become immediately in touch with the spiritual world, 
and gradually you become in touch with the Supreme 
Lord. (Lecture in Bombay, 22 January 1975.) r l£'' 
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The Contribution of Sri 
Vallabhacharya 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Sri Vallabhacharya Ji Maharaja offered a great 
service to the world of vaisnavas , and so the world 
of the vaisnavas is indebted to him. He properly 
refuted the arguments of the mayavada philosophy. 
His anu-bhasya commentary on the brahma-sutras is 
evidence of that. Brahma-vada is strongly opposed to 
the path of eternal worship of Lord Vishnu. 

After Sri Vallabhacharya, Sri Purushottamji Maharaja 
nicely preached his conclusion and also refuted 
mayavada philosophy in his commentary on the anu- 
bhasya. The book named vadavall mentions that Sri 
Purushottamji Maharaja tried to engage a greatly 
learned mayavada vedantist named Appaya Dikshit in 
the Supreme Lord’s worship. Many of the descendants 
in the Sri Vallabhacharya sampradaya have taken great 
care to refute mayavada philosophy, 'll 

— Vaktrtavali (Garland of Divine Discourses) by Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura Prabhupada. Compiled by 
Sri Sundarananda Vidyavinode. Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Produced and published by Isvara Das. 
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The First Attraction - Part 15 

From Srila Jiva GoswamVs 
Gopdla-purva-campUj 15 th purana 

When the gopls realized that they had been married to men 
other than Krishna , they decided to end their lives. Headed 
by Srimati Radharani , they prepared to commit suicide in the 
Yamuna at the spot where Krishna subdued Kaliya. At that 
time , divine voices from the sky requested them not to engage 
in that act The divine voices assured them that they would 
never be touched physically by their so-called husbands. On 
hearing that assurance , they felt some happiness. 


[Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha continue:] The 
gopls were looking at each other with eyes full of 
amazement. Just then, a divine lady appeared on the 
banks of the Yamuna. She went near Sri Radha and called 
out to all the gopls. Mystically expanding herself into 
various forms, she held the hands of each of the gopls 
and managed to pull them out of the flow of the river. 

That lady was the full-lotus-blossoming-beauty named 
Kalindi [another name for Yamuna]. The gopls were 
thus brought to the banks of the Yamuna by Yamuna 
herself. Vrindadevi, who knew the entire story of the 
gopls, Madhumangal, who always desired auspiciousness 
(mahgala) for the gopls , and then the greatest well-wisher 
of the gopls , Paurnamasi, all appeared there. 



Nama-tattva 


Vedic Studies are Complete 

From the Bhagavan-nama- 
mahatmya-samgraha 

rg-vedo ‘thayajur-vedah sama-vedas tv atharvanah 
adhltas tenayenoktam harir ity aksara-dvayam 

One who has uttered the two syllables, “Ha-ri” has 
already studied the Rg-veda , Yajur-veda y Sama-veda 
and the Atharva-veda. 

— Translated by Hari Par shad Das from verse 57, Bhagavan-nama- 
mahatrnya-samgraha ( parisistam ). Princess of Wales Saraswati 
Bhavana Text No. 56. Edited by Mahamahopadhyaya Gopi Natha 
Kaviraja. Printed at Vidya Vilasa Press, Benares City. 1934. 



2 













Sri SSiskm S\cdkaMritci 'SivM. 


^ssKtTkrccd^nclrtclS'drbj-nint, r Pa^e- 





Paurnamasi then embraced each and every one of 
them, who were standing as if lifeless, taking support 
from the trunks of trees [possibly because of fatigue 
and depression]. Paurnamasi spoke to each one of 
them personally and embraced them, speaking in 
a manner similar to the divine voices from the sky. 
Vrinda and Kalindi explained Paurnamasi’s cryptic 
language to the gopis. Thus the three ladies offered 
consolation to the gopis with soothing words. 

Paurnamasi said, “You all have such soft hearts, so 
why did you try to do this to yourselves?” 

candro na hata-kalankah kvacid api na kalanki vaktram vah 
candro muhur api nasyati nasyati nahi varsmayusmadiyam tu 

“The moon is never without its blemishes, whereas your 
faces have not a single blemish. The moon is reduced 
in its glory again and again, but your bodies are not.” 

[Translator’s Note: The moon reduces in its size 
every fortnight. By this statement, Paurnamasi implies 
that the gopis are more fortunate than even the moon, 
so they should not be worried about their fate.] 

“And moreover, please know that we three (Vrinda, 
Kalindi and I) will help you directly and indirectly 
so that you girls who have accepted only Krishna as 


your husband will never have to sleep on the beds of 
men other than Krishna. 

“Besides this, please know that bhdva, condensed love 
for Krishna, is most glorious, so what to speak of the 
glory of the maha-bhdva of fortunate girls like yourselves? 
Indeed, [you will remember that] Garga Muni has already 
given a benediction to all great lovers of Krishna: 

ya etasmin maha-bhage pritim kurvanti manavah 
narayo ’bhibhavanty etan visnu-paksan ivasurah 

Those humans who invest their love in this all-aus¬ 
picious Krishna cannot be conquered by unfavorable 
people or enemies at any time, just as the demons can¬ 
not harm the demigods. ( Srimad Bhagavatam 10.26.21) 

0 gopisl Since you are the most fortunate ladies in 
the universe, you do not need to worry any more in 
this regard. Please be at peace by again surrendering 
yourselves to your parents and in-laws and acting and 
speaking according to their desires!” 

[Madhukantha continued]: 

evam tasydm santvayantyam tamalasy- 
adhah sthatri hema-gatri-tatih sa 
nyancad-vaktra baspa-netra tadiyam 
patra-srenim marjayanty eva tasthau 

Thus Paurnamasi offered soothing words to the gopis, 
who were standing under the tamala trees there. Each 
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of these gopis had beautiful necks resembling the 
complexion of gold, and beautiful limbs. With their 
eyes full of tears, they did not move around, but began 
cleaning the dust from the leaves of the tamala trees. 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, their minds 
were still not pacified. The blackish tamala trees 
that the gopis here are taking shelter of are often 
compared by Gaudlya acaryas to Krishna.] 

However, seeing that Paurnamasi, Kalindi and Vrinda 
were embracing each one of them, the gopis put faith in 
their words. Through this incident, now they all came 
to know of their shared thirst for seeing Krishna. Thus, 
Sri Radha made friends with all these gopis , who were 
eager to hold each other’s hands while walking back 
from the forest grove on the bank of the Yamuna until 
they reached the forest just next to their homes. 

[Translator’s Note: In this way, they all returned 
to their respective homes as close friends. However, 
they were careful to separate before actually entering 
the village so that they would not be seen in a group.] 

From that day onwards: 

visdkhd-lalitd-mukhydh sri-rddha-sakhyam aiyaruh 
padma-saivyadayas candravaler ity adi gamyatam 

“The gopis headed by Vishakha and Lalita became 
friends with Sri Radha, while Padma, Saibya, etc., 
became friends of Chandravali. Other groups were 
also formed in this way.” 
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Constantly, from that time onwards, these groups 
of friends helped each other more and more. These 
friends became extremely favorable to each other. 
There is nothing surprising about this, because even 
for an ordinary man it is said: 

sahayakam suvidhir icchatiyasya kartum 
tasydnukula-nicitim yugapac cinoti 
nand-graharksa-sakundmara-manavas tad- 
rajyadi-labdhi-samaye hy udayanti bhavyah 

When destiny decides to favor a person, it immediately 
gathers all auspicious items for allocating that favor 
to the person. Therefore, [it has been seen in history 
that] when an ordinary person is destined to become 
a king, all auspicious elements viz. planets, constel¬ 
lations, positive signs, heavenly deities and helpful 
people manifest together in the life of such a person. 

[Translator’s Note: When the good fortune of a 
person is about to arise, all the planets, constellations, 
etc., arrange themselves in such a way so as to facilitate 
the arrival of that good fortune. Similarly, the gopis 
received the fortunate association of each other because 
their good fortune had arisen.] [To be continued.] it 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 

The Final Moments of 
Hiranyakashipu 

From the Subhasita-ratna-bhandagara 

kirn kim simhas tatah kirn nara-sadrsa-vapur deva citra grhito 
naitadrk kvapijivo \dbhutam upanaya me deva samprapta esah 
capam capam na capity ahahahahahaha karkasatvam nakhanam 
ittham daityendra-vaksah khara-nakha-mukharair 

jaghnivanyah sa vo ’vyat 

[When Hiranyakashipu saw his servant running 
towards him in fear, he spoke as follows:] 
Hiranyakashipu: What is it? What is it? 

Servant: 0 Lord! It is a lion! 

Hiranyakashipu: So what? 

Servant: 0 Lord! He has a human body! I have never 
seen such a strange creature. 

Hiranyakashipu: If that is the case, bring him here. 
Servant: 0 Lord! He is coming on his own! 
Hiranyakashipu: Bring my capa (bow)! Bring my 
capal Bring my caaaaaaaaaaahhhhhhhhhhhh. His nails! 

May that Nrsimhadeva who thus tore the chest of 
Hiranyakashipu with his sharp nails protect you all! 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from verse 55, page 19, Subhasita- 
ratna-bhandagara. Compiled by Pandit Kashinath Sharma. Nirnaya 
Sagar Press. Mumbai (Bombay). 









W S n ^Kyisknct FKcdkctmriict 


Issue No. 350 


tava kathdmrtam tapta-jivanam 

Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 

Sri Apara Ekadasi 14 May 2015 


Circulation 7,920 



• Eating During Emergencies 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

• Not for Sense-Enjoyment 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

• The First Attraction — Part 16 

From Srila Jiva Goswamis Gopala-purva-campuh, 15 th pur ana 



Eating During Emergencies 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The first thing is that you should eat there, but only 
vegetarian dishes like fruit, nuts, boiled potato, biscuit, 
milk, etc., and remember Krishna. As you will pay 
for the dinner, you can offer them to Krishna within 
your mind and then eat them as Krishna prasada. Any 
foodstuff, when it is paid for, becomes purified. There 
is a verse in the Vedic literature: dravyam mulyena 
suddhyati. The source of receipt of a thing may not be 
very good, but if one pays for it, it becomes purified. 

When a vegetable diet is paid for, you can offer it 
in your mind to Krishna and take it. Dravya means 
eatables, and eatables meaning vegetables, grains, 
milk, flowers, fruits. Meat is not considered an 
eatable. It is considered untouchable. Just like if 
somebody purchases some stool, that does not mean 
that it is now purified. Meat is like that. This dravyam 
mulyena suddhyati is only in special cases. It is not to 
be done ordinarily. Of course, as much as possible 
we should prepare our own foodstuff and offer, "it 

— Letter to Brahmananda, 6 October 1968. 

Not for Sense Enjoyment 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Evam vyavayah prajaya na ratya — “Religious sex life 
is also permitted, but only in marriage for begetting 
children and not for sensuous exploitation of the body.” 
(Srimad Bhagavatam 11.5.13) Vyavaya means marriage. 

next column 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Why will you marry? Only to beget a Krishna conscious 
child and not for sexual enjoyment. Marriage is not 
meant for that in human society. Srimad Bhagavatam 
says this. This literature is as good as Krishna. Krishna 
is your only well wishing friend. He says this in the 
Bhagavad-gita, suhrdam sarva-bhutdndm (5.29) - “I am 
the only well wishing friend of all living entities.” 

Therefore he comes down, manifests his lilas, and 
imparts knowledge here. He gave his message in the 
form of Bhagavad-gita for the entire mankind. He is 
such a friend! How can you develop complete Krishna 
consciousness, the goal of human life? By following his 
instruction— evam vyavayah prajaya na ratya. Marriage in 
human society is meant for begetting a Krishna conscious 
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child, not for sexual enjoyment. Everyone enjoys sex in 
all species, but in this life you should not do like that. 
Otherwise you’ll be degraded to the lower species, if 

— From a lecture in Miami, 23 June 1995. 


The First Attraction - Part 16 

From Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

The gopis are prevented by the demigods from committing 
suicide and the goddess Yamuna Devi pulls them out of the river 
currents. Paumamasi Devi then appears there to console the 
gopis and assure them that they will never be touched by other 
men. Somehow the gopis are pacified and they return home. 
From that day onwards, a deep friendship develops amongst 
the gopis and they form themselves into various groups, some 
headed by Sri Radha, some by Chandravali and so on. 

After completing their description of how the gopis 
developed close friendships and returned to their 
homes , Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha then describe 
what Paumamasi and Vrinda did: 

Bringing Madhumangal, Paumamasi and Vrinda 
came near to where Krishna was sitting. They 
came quietly to the bank of the Yamuna, discussing 
between themselves as follows: 

Paumamasi: “0 Vrinda! Does love for Vrajendra- 
nandan exist within these gopis ?” 

Vrinda: “Of course it exists, but it is hidden.” 

[Translator’s Note: At this time, Krishna was sitting, 
depressed, at a distance. Although he saw each of 
these personalities he was not able to hear their 
talks. However, Yamuna, who already knew the 
future course of events, was close by and listening. 
She appeared and said:] 

Yamuna: “I saw their love clearly today.” 

Vrinda: “Yes, and that too of the tenth degree.” 

[Translator’s Note: There are ten stages of separation, 
out of which the tenth and highest is mrtyu, death. The 
gopis’ decision to end their lives in separation was proof 
that their love had reached the pinnacle.] 

Yamuna: “So, are Krishna and the gopis not aware 
of each other’s love?” 

Vrinda: “Even though this love is hidden within 
them, how can it not manifest its symptoms? And 
when these symptoms appear forcefully, how can these 
difficult-to-hide emotions remain suppressed? Just see: 
tamala vaksoja-prabha-ghusma-mudra-nivalita 
nakhanka-srenibhih savalita-dalas campaka-latdh 


sarojani syamany uta kanaka-varnany adharaja- 
dravany evarh vanyapy ubhaya-ratim atra prathayati 

“The tamala tree is decorated with kumkuma that 
glistens due to the touch of the breasts of the gopis. 
The campaka-creepers [climbing on the trunk of the 
tamala tree] seem decorated with the gopis nail marks 
[which they made in their anxiety]. All these lotus 
flowers appear to be blackish, and all forms of liquids 
and saps flowing from trees appear to have a golden 
hue. In this way, the entire forest speaks of their love.” 

[Translator’s Note: In other words, even the forest 
is showing clear symptoms, so what to speak of the 
gopis and Krishna?] 

Then Yamuna disappeared from the scene. 
Paumamasi, along with Madhumangal and Vrinda, 
came nearer to Krishna. Absorbed deeply in 
meditation [on the gopis ] and depressed in mind, 
Krishna was sitting alone on a beautiful moonstone- 
rock to drive away the heat of the separation. 

[Translator’s Note: Moonstone is considered to have 
a cooling effect.] 

Unseen by Krishna, Paumamasi spoke from behind 
a creeper in a faltering, joyous voice: 

dosakarah sa dosa-kara eva na catra sandehah 

kamalam khalv api kamalam radha-vadanam tu sarmandm sadanam 

“That dosakara (moon) is certainly a dosa-akara (mine 
of faults). No doubts about that! The kamala (lotus), 
too, is ka-mala (dirt of the water). Only Radha’s face is 
a residence of all joy!” 

[Translator’s Note: This verse is an example of the 
literary ornament known as punar-ukta-vad-abhasa. 
This figure of speech occurs when a particular 
word is repeated in a verse or a sentence, but each 
instance carries a different meaning. The words 
'dosakara and 4 kamala ’ are each used twice here, 
but have different meanings each time.] 

Having spoken in this way, Paumamasi, who was 
repeatedly thinking of Krishna’s distracted state of 
mind, approached him slowly and, thinking the gopis to 
be very fortunate, she offered thousands of benedictions 
in her mind. With eyes welling up with tears, she said: 

vidyate durlabham kim te vinte tad yad bhavan api 
avasya-vasyatarh yasya posy a labdhas tu mad-vidhah 

[0 Krishna!] is the object you desire difficult even for you 
to obtain? [it can’t be!] Just see! Even great personalities 
like myself are under the control of your desire. 
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Radha Krishna and the gopls 


Even after hearing those love-laden words, and 
even though he understood that Paurnamasi and 
those accompanying her were his confidential 
associates, Krishna still initially hid his feelings. For 
sajjanas (saintly souls), shyness can do nothing but 
increase on suitable occasions. 

With his lotus eyes bashfully lowered, Krishna then 
expressed the entirety of his desire. On doing so, 
Paurnamasi excitedly said, “Please take this friend named 
Madhumangal in the auspiciousness of your association.” 
She then placed both hands of Madhumangal in the hands 
of Krishna as if she was offering Madhumangal to him. 

Thinking that this friend would be helpful in obtaining 
joyous pastimes, Krishna embraced Madhumangal, 
who embraced him in return with great delight. As the 
two hugged each other, their hairs stood on end, and 
even their goose bumps embraced each other! 

Now that Krishna and Madhumangal were friends, 
they attained like-mindedness. Then, Krishna, the 
moon of Vrindavan, looked at Vrinda Devi and asked 
Paurnamasi, “Who is your associate?” 

Paurnamasi (smiling): “You really don’t know her, 
or you just don’t remember her?” 

Krishna: “I think she is the good lady after whom 
this exotic forest is renowned.” 


Paurnamasi (to Vrinda): “Hey! Why did you not 
make yourself present in front of him till today?” 

Krishna (smiling): “I think it is not proper for 
an unknown lady to come and introduce herself, 
[in other words, better that she be introduced by 
someone known to me.]” 

Paurnamasi (to Vrinda): “Okay, let it be. From now on, 
you shall always roam around as his obedient servant.” 

Then Krishna gave a garland of forest flowers as a 
token of love and appreciation to Vrinda, who was 
paying her respects with eyes full of tears. Then he 
directed her to go back to the forest. 

The mesmerizing words of Paurnamasi and Vrinda 
clung to Krishna’s mind. Their comments clearly 
expressed the happiness in Krishna’s mind and made 
him appear even more fresh and effulgent. Thus, after 
the two ladies left, with great enthusiasm, broad-minded 
and lion-like Krishna, in association with Madhumangal, 
decided to go to meet his friends. But first he heard from 
Madhumangal about the incident that happened with 
the gopis at Kaliya Hrada. 

Krishna and Madhumangal discussed as follows: 

kasmad dgdn mumsa phani-hrada-valayat tatra kim radhikadya 
hetau kasmihs tad etan mama tu kathayato mdhyate hanta kanthah 


Painting by B. G. Sharma 



















ha dhik kim kim vidhata kusalitam akarod eva kimyavad evam 
sidhyed ittham sa tena vyatikathitataya vyasvasin nyasvasic ca 

Krishna: “Why did the greatest of saintly-ladies 
(Paurnamasi) come to meet me after she visited Kaliya 
Hrada? Are Radha and others still present there?” 

Madhumangal: “Alas! While speaking about this topic, 
my throat gets choked.” 

Krishna: “What cruel tasks has destiny not achieved? 
How far will destiny take this?” In this way Krishna 
spoke to Madhumangal and sighed deeply.” 

Krishna: “Did the gopis say anything to Paurnamasi?” 
Madhumangal: “No. Those beautiful groups of 
gopis simply stood there with their heads lowered. 
Tears flowed from their eyes in such quantity that the 
ground became wet. The force of their falling tears 
splashed mud onto the tamala trees.” 

Krishna: “Have you understood the intentions and 
desires of the gopis ?” 

Madhumangal: “Of course!” 

Krishna: “How did you ascertain this?” 
Madhumangal: “I observed them when they were 
staring repeatedly at the tamala trees, which have the 
same color as you.” 

Krishna: “What do you mean by that?” 
Madhumangal: “I have understood everything 
because Yamuna described it to me. When Yamuna 
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saw the gopis enter into her waters to commit suicide 
while repeating in a sorrowful voice, ‘May Nanda and 
Yashoda be our in-laws’, she fell into extreme anxiety. 
Later she narrated the entire incident to me.” 

Krishna (joyously): “Okay. Let’s go now to our 
friends [who are waiting].” 

Madhukantha asked Snigdhakantha, “Thereafter, 
what was the mental condition of the gopis ?” 

Snigdhakantha replied, “Due to the anxiety felt by 
the damsels of Vraja and the fact that they were afraid 
of breaking the codes of religiosity, their minds became 
a field for many arguments and counter-arguments. 

“For example, they would argue within themselves 
as follows: 

dharmas tyajyah katham atitaram loka-yugmabhinandi 
lokas tyajyah katham atitula-prarthitarthasya dhari 
arthas tyajyah katham ay am atha prana-raksadhikari 
pranas tyajyah katham iva na sa lalasa mamjahati 

‘If you feel haunted in the mind due to the constraints 
of dharma, then better to quit the path of religiosity.’ 

‘How can I suddenly give up dharma, which is 
respected in this world and the next?’ 

‘Since dharma is respected in this world andyou cannot 
give it up, then give up this world [and go to the forest].’ 

‘How is it possible to do that? This world brings so 
many desirable objects that we pray for.’ 

‘Why can’t you give up those desirable objects?’ 
‘Because the hope of attaining them sustains our lives.’ 
‘Then better to give up this life! That is the only 
saving grace.’ 

‘That also does not seem possible. The hope [that 
someday I will meet Krishna] does not leave me, and 
it prevents me from giving up my life.’ 

Completely numbed at mind for a moment, the 
gopis then thought: 

hanta tata-janani-kulam kulam 
cany ad aksipatu mam y atha tatha 
krsna-raga-rucird matih katham 
jatuyatu rucim anyabhavitam 

‘Alas! Let my family or anyone else accuse me in 
any way. My mind now revels in love of Krishna. How 
can it now be attracted to anything else?’ 

In great anxiety, they said: 

nidra mama sukhadalirya tasya sphurti-vismrti date 
tarn api cinta kravyad-vrddha sasvad balad grasate 

Indeed! Deep sleep is my best recourse, for it gives me 
respite from thinking about him. [Alas!] My misfortune 
is that the demoness named cinta (anxiety) keeps eating 
away that sleep.’ [To be continued.] if 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 
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Be Conversant with our Philosophy 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Now, because you are in the field, you have 
to meet so many opposite elements, and you 
have to satisfy them or fight with them with 
conclusive statements from Bhagavad-gita and 
Srimad Bhagavatam. As such, it is needed that you 
should be thoroughly conversant with the truth. 
(Letter to Gurudas, 29 September 1968.) 

In each and every such meeting with_you 

should challenge these persons, but you must be 
equipped very strongly with conclusions of Bhagavad- 
gita. In the Bhagavad-gita it is clearly said that the 
first-class yogi is he who always has in his heart the 
eternal form of Krishna. (Letter to Satsvarup Das, 18 
November 1968.) 

When you study very carefully all of the literature 
that is available, especially Bhagavad-gita As It Is, you 
will have in your grasp answers to all questions that 
may be put to you. Please encourage others to read 
this Bhagavad-gita at least one chapter every day. 
(Letter to Upendra Das, 6 January 1969.) 

We should not simply publish these books for reading 
by outsiders but our students must be well versed in 
all our books so that we can be prepared to defeat 
all opposing parties in the matter of self-realization. 
(Letter to Hamsadutta Das, 3 December 1969.) 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Some of us in each and every center must be well 
versed in the sastras so that he can meet scholars and 
philosophers, and if needed he can convince them 
about our movement and philosophy with great 
strength. (Letter to Tamal Krsna Das, 20 February 1970.) 

Now I want that we shall concentrate on making 
our devotees Krishna conscious and ourselves 
becoming Krishna conscious, and not be so much 
concerned with expanding ourselves widely without 
any spiritual content. Just like boiling the milk, it 
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becomes thicker and sweeter. Now do like that, boil 
the milk. (Letter Rupanuga Das, 9 May 1972.) V 

Sridhar Swami’s Spiritual Master 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

FromNabhadasji’s Bhakta-malawe understand that Sri 
Vishnuswami had a descendant named Paramananda, 
and through that disciplic succession Paramananda 
became the spiritual master of Sridhar Swamipada. 
At the beginning of his commentary on the Srimad 
Bhagavatarriy Sridhar Swamipada said, yat krpa torn aharh 
vandeparamananda-madhavam — “I offer my obeisances 
to my spiritual master, Sri Paramananda.” ■&' 

— Vaktrtavali (Garland of Divine Discourses) by Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada. Compiled by 
Sri Sundarananda Vidyavinode. Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Produced and published by Isvara Das. 

The First Attraction - Part 17 

From Srila Jiva GoswamVs 
Gopala-purva-campu, 15 th purana 

Paumamasi Devi , accompanied by Madhumangal and 
Vrinda Devi , approaches Krishna , and they discuss the 
recent events. Krishna reveals the inner core of his heart to 
her. Paumamasi introduces Madhumangal to Krishna and 
they become dear friends. Madhumangal then describes to 
Krishna the current mood and the mental state of the gopls. 

[Snigdhakantha describes how Krishna thought to 
himself:] 

re re cittal pranaya-mayataparatantryam kim esi 
tv am tatrapi vyasaniyadi va dharmatas tat prayahi 
hamho kimva para-grha-jusam bhavininam ca bhave 
lagnam magnarh bhavasi bahudha projjhya tat-tad-vicaram 

“0 my heart! Why are you exhibiting a slavish mental¬ 
ity, exactly like a hopeless lover? If you crave such a 
mentality then accept your love in a religious way [i.e. 
confess it in front of society]. Alas! You are absorbed 
in the thoughts of girls who are now married away 
in other men’s homes, giving up religious thought.” 

Thus, the days of Krishna were spent in great 
anxiety and desire to attain the gopis. Somehow, with 
great difficulty, time passed, but on the auspicious 
day of the killing of Dhenukasur, when the residents 
of Vraja were all in great anxiety, the doe-eyed gopis 
got to see Krishna unhindered in the daytime. 

tasam nitya-preyasinam murdrer 
janmany asmin vismrtatma-sthitinam 
sobha tasya smarayantiva tattvam 
dharmatrasam drari muhur lumpati sma 

For those gopis who are the eternal lovers of Murari 
but who had forgotten that relationship since their 
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birth in the material sphere, seeing Krishna’s splendor 
made them remember their eternal relationship with 
him and forget any fear of worldly religious obligations. 

This is also described by Srila Sukadev Goswami: 

pitva mukunda-mukha-saragham aksi-bhrngais 
tapamjahur viraha-jam vraja-yosito l hni 
tat sat-krtim samadhigamya vivesa gostha 
savrida-hasa-vinayam yad apanga-moksam 

With their beelike eyes, the women of Vrindavan 
drank the honey of the beautiful face of Lord Mukunda, 
and thus they gave up the distress they had felt 
during the day because of separation from him. The 
young Vrindavan ladies cast sidelong glances at the 
Lord — glances filled with bashfulness, laughter and 
submission — and Sri Krishna, completely accepting 
these glances as a proper offering of respect, entered 
the cowherd village. (Srimad Bhagavatam 10.15.43) 






Nama-tattva 


Nothing Comparable to 
Krishna’s Name 


From the Bhagavan-nama- 
mahatmya-samgraha 

sarvesam apiyajndnarh laksanani vratani ca 
tirtha-snanani sarvani tapamsy anasanani ca 
veda-patha-sahasrani pradaksinyam bhuvah satam 
krsna-nama-japasydsya kalam narhati sodasim 

All the rituals and fasts associated with a 
Vedic sacrifice, all the bathing in the holy places 
around the world, all the penances and fasts 
of this world, thousands of recitals of Vedic 
literature, and hundreds of circumambulations 
of the entire surface of the earth, cannot match 
even a sixteenth portion of the merit acquired 
by chanting the holy name of Krishna. 

—Translated by HariParshad Das from verse 266 - 267, Bhagavan- 
ndma-mdhdtmya-samgraha. Princess of Wales Saraswati Bhavana 
Text No. 56. Edited by Mahamahopadhyaya Gopi Natha Kaviraja. 
Printed at Vidya Vilasa Press, Benares City. 1934. 
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pltam harer vadanam abja-rasam prasahya- 
py dsdm drsa racita-bhrhga-cakora-bhangi 
tempi satkrtim amanyata sa prasastdm 
ajlvyatam gatavatlsu tad asuyuktam 

tasminn apahga-sara-moksam amur akurvan 
vrlda-smitanci-nayanair anuninyire ca 
tempi sat-krtim amanyata sa-prasastam 
ajlvi loka-caritam kila tadrg eva 

[When the gopls were able to freely see Krishna,] the 
eyes of these damsels of Vraja took on the mood of 
honey-bees and cakora birds to forcibly drink the nec¬ 
tar of the lotus that is the face of Krishna. Krishna con¬ 
sidered this forcible drinking to be a gesture of respect 
offered by the gopls. [Why did the gopls forcibly drink 
this nectar without any hesitation?] Such behavior is 
justified in the case of taking life-saving substances. 

Thereafter, these damsels of Vraja first showered 
arrows of side-long glances at Krishna and then 
soothed the effect of these sharp arrows by applying 
the balm of their bashfulness, exhibited through their 
eyes. These actions were also considered by Krishna 
to be gestures of respect. 

[Why did he not complain about their sharp arrow¬ 
like looks?] It is the nature of life-savers that they help 
others without concern for their personal wellbeing. 
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krsnam laksyam vidhayamur abhyasthan netra-patrinah 
tac ca bhaktir itlvahuh sarabhyasa upasanam 

The ladies resolved that their eyes were meant only for 
beholding Krishna. This is known as bhakti, devotional 
service. And their shooting of the arrows of their 
side-long glances at him was the ritual they adopted 
to attain perfection in this form of bhakti. 

When these ladies were drinking the nectar of the 
lotus-like face of Krishna, and while their desire to 
drink this nectar was yet to be satisfied fully, they 
were suddenly forcibly carried away to their homes 
by their respective in-laws, exactly as a female cakora- 
bird is captured and encaged by a hunter. 

ayatah pratibimbatam yadapi tas citta-hrade srl-hares 
citram tatra tathapi bimba-padavlm sthitya vikarse py ayuh 
yatra prasphuta-taraka iva tada sarva babhuh sarvatah 
srl-radha punar antarindu-valaya-dyota-sriya didyute 

Although these gopls attained the state of being objects 
reflected in the lake of Sri Hari’s heart, it was amazing 
to see that in terms of attraction, these reflected 
objects attained oneness with the reflector. In this 
water-mirror of Sri Hari’s heart, the gopls appeared 
as brilliant as a group of stars in the sky, whereas 
Sri Radha appeared like the brightest moon, due to 
possessing the splendor of Vrindavanchandra, the 
moon of Vrindavan (Krishna), in her heart. 
purvam tasam vyavasitir abhud evam Isat kadacit 
krsnam pasyanty upasamam asau lapsyate citta-vrttih 
drste drste punar atha muhus tatra cinteyam aslt 
kim bhuyas ca kvacid ahaha tad-vaktra-laksmlm pibamah 

Just imagine! When they could not see Krishna, they 
would always think that just seeing him for even a brief 
moment would satisfy their hearts. As they gradually 
got to see him again and again, they were gripped with 
anxiety each time, wondering whether they would 
ever again get to drink the beauty of his face. 

Even in this condition, they kept their mood hidden 
from each other as follows: 

nahi para-puruse vancha mama sakhl kacit kathahcid apy asti 
prakrtih seyamyad asita-vastuni drste bhavet kampah 

“0 dear friend! I do not have any desire for a man 
other than my lawfully wedded husband! However, 
my nature is such that as soon as I see a dark object, 
my body starts trembling.” 

radha badha-pratihata-tanuh sarvada dharanabhis 
citte santlr api nidadhatl vyakulasld atlva 
ha ha tasyah priya-savayaso py asu tad-bhava-bhavat 
tarn evapuh katutara-dasam hanta ke mum avantu 
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Among them, Radha, who was always restricted by 
her in-laws, would try various ways to keep herself 
calm, but it was all in vain and she became extremely 
anxious at heart. Alas! Even her sakhis of similar age 
became affected by her mood and attained the same 
bitterness of existence. Alas! Who could protect Radha 
in such a situation? 

Whenever they were not very severely restricted 
the following happened: 

sankalpah kvacananvajlgamad itah saksat-krtim sri-hareh 
svapnah kutra ca locanam kva ca viyogdrtau ca radhadisu 
yair etaih sudhaya latasv iva taya tasv indu-bimbairjavad 
ulldsavali-lambhandt tarunimarambho pi sambhavitah 

Sometimes the mere thought of Hari would cause him 
to appear in their minds. Sometimes, the eyes of the 
extremely distressed Sri Radha and other gopis would 
cause him to appear in their dreams. At such times they 
would become extremely excited exactly as a growing 
creeper becomes excited on attaining a drop of nectar 
falling from the moon. In this way, their youth gradu¬ 
ally began to manifest through such excitement. 

Now Snigdhakantha spoke the concluding words 
of the assembly: 

sa esa radhike sarva-durlabhas tava vallabhah 
tvad-artham pldayapy arto dinani kridayanayat 

“0 Radhike! This lover of yours is extremely difficult to 
attain by anyone and everyone, but for you he spends 
his days absorbed in pastimes of great anxiety.” 
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tad evam sutanga-prabhava-sisu-yugme kathayati 
sphurat-premavesat pratipada-vivikter nighatanat 
katha kim natyam kim kim uta nija-llleti vividham 
samajyasau sardham sphwranam ajitenapy anuyayau 

The words of the two narrators caused a surge of love 
in the audience [consisting of Krishna, Radha and their 
friends]. Due to such deluge of prema y and due to being 
unable to think of anything else, the entire assembly 
thought, “Is this a narration?” “Is it a drama?” “Is it our 
own pastimes that have taken place?” The entire assembly 
along with Krishna floated in the waves of such thoughts. 

When the narration ended, everyone took a long 
time to return back to normal. Then, offering suit¬ 
able gifts and thanks to both brothers (Madhukantha 
and Snigdhakantha), all the members of the audience 
returned to their homes to rest. It 
[This section of Gopala Campu is concluded here.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Gopala-purva-campuh. 
Published by Sri Nityasvarup Brahmachari. 1912 A.D. 
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Kirtan is For Service, Not Money 

His Divine Grace A . C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Krsna-kirtana is not for earning a livelihood. Krsna- 
kirtana is not meant for entertaining the public with a 
demonstration of arts. It is dynamic service to the Lord. 
Therefore we do not mind so much about an artistic 
presentation of krsna-kirtana, but we want to see how 
much the devotee is satisfying the supreme will. 

— Letter to Jadurani Dasi. 12 December 1967. 

next column 


Outside of Varnashram 


Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 
Jaiva Dharma, chapter 7 


Yadava Das: 0 saintly babaji , householder devotees 
live under the shelter of the varnasrama system. May 
a householder devotee leave the varnasrama system? 

Ananta Das: Ah! The vaisnava religion is very 
broad and generous. Another name for the 
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vaisnava religion is jaiva-dharma ’, the religion 
for all human beings. This means that every 
human being is qualified to join the vaisnava 
religion. Even outcastes may embrace the vaisnava 
religion and live as householders. For them 
there is no varnasrama. Those who break the 
varnasrama rules of sannyasa may, by associating 
with devotees, attain pure devotional service 
and be householder devotees. For them there 
are no rules of varnasrama. Those who because of 
their misdeeds have left the varnasrama system 
may still, along with their children, take shelter 
of pure devotional service in the association 
of the devotees. Then they are householder 
devotees, but they are not part of the varnasrama 
system. Householder devotees are of two kinds: 
varnasrama-dharma-yukta, , those who follow the 
varnasrama system, and varnasrama-dharma-rahita , 
those who do not follow the varnasrama system. 

Yadava Das: Of these two, which is the best? 

Ananta Das: He who has more devotion is the best. 
If neither have any devotion then according to the 
material point of view the follower of varnasrama is 
better because he is pious and the other is an outcaste. 
However, from the spiritual point of view they are 
both degraded, for neither has any devotion. 

Bibliography 

— Bhaktivinode Thakur. JaivaDharma. Sri Chaitanya Math. Mayapur. 
Gaurabda 509 (1995). Bengali. 

— Bhaktivinode Thakur. JaivaDharma. Unknown translator. Gaudiya 
Vedanta Publications. New Delhi. 2003. 

A Bold-Speaking Child 

From the life ofSrila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Bimala [Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s birth name] was 
becoming recognized as a nascent genius. Delighting 
in debates on many diverse subjects, his masterful 
command of knowledge and insight rendered him 
nigh undefeatable. And although generally respectful 
and polite toward his mentors, as was the norm 
in those days, he was so dedicated to truth that 
he could not brook any misleading statements or 
misrepresentations of fact in any field, and he did 
not hesitate to expose insufficiencies in opposing 
positions, even if presented by honorable superiors. 

Mr. C. Little was a mathematics teacher assigned 
to teach physics to Bimala’s class. He would read 
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from the textbook three times, then say, “I think 
all of you can understand this.” He kept a list of the 
first three students’ names, and looking at the list 
would ask questions. One day, outside of class, he 
queried some students about the teachings of the 
Bible, knowing that most of them disliked having 
to learn it. But only Bimala was bold enough to 
pipe up: “In your scripture, prayers like ‘Give 
us our daily bread,’ resemble the outlook of the 
viddha-sakteyas (corrupted votaries of Durga) in 
this country. The Supreme Lord is the object of 
devotion, not the servant of us who have turned 
from him. Those who take his name wanting him 
to serve them have no devotion in their hearts.” if 

— Bhakti Vikasa Swami. Sri Bhaktisiddhanta Vaibhava. Page 12. Bhakti 
Vikasa Books. Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat. 2008. 

Bhakti Comes from the Bhakta 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

There are three types of sukrti , pious acts 

— karma-unmukhi-sukrti, virtue or merit that 
increases ones faith in activities that lead to 
material elevation, jnana-unmukhi-sukrti, virtue 
or merit that increases ones faith in activities 
that lead to impersonal liberation, and bhakty- 
unmukhf-sukrtiy virtue or merit that increases ones 
faith in activities that lead to serving the Supreme 
Lord. In Harindma-cintamani, bhakty-unmukhf-sukrti 
is described as the best type of sukrti. Even if 
someone has unknowingly acquired such sukrti , 
they will develop attraction toward sadhu-sahga. 
They will develop bhakti. 

bhaktira unmukhi sei sukrti pradhana 
tdra phalejiva bhakta-sadhu-sanga pana 

Amongst all types of piety, the piety that helps 
realize bhakti is the best. The fruit of such piety is 
that the jxva achieves the association of devotees. 
(Harinama-cintamani 1.57) 

sat-sangah prapyate pumbhih sukrtaih purva-sancitaih 

bhaktis tu bhagavad-bhakta-sangena parijayate 

Association of saintly persons is attained by those 
who have previously accumulated sukrti , and only by 
such association does bhakti develop. ( Brhan-naradiya 
Purana 4.33, quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 10.279) 

How can one develop bhakti ? Only by the association 
of a bhakta , a vaisnava. There is no other way. Who 
becomes attracted to such association of bhakta, sadhu , 
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Gauranga Mahaprabhu's prema-nama-sanklrtana 


tapas ca danarh ca samo damas ca 
hrlr arjavam sarva-bhutanukampa 
svargasya lokasya vadanti santo 
dvarani saptaiva mahanti pumsam 
nasyanti manena tamo ’bhibhutah 
pumsah sadaiveti vadanti santah 

Austerity, charity, peacefulness, self-control, 
modesty, simplicity, and mercy to all living entities, 
are seven gates that lead to heaven. Saintly persons 
say that these gates are destroyed if one becomes 
blinded by pride. (Text 22) 

adhvyanah panditam manyamano 
yo vidyaya hantiyasah paresam 
tasyantavantas ca bhavanti loka 
na easy a tad brahma phalam dadati 

One who studies Vedic knowledge and [proudly] 
considers himself a pandit and then uses his learning to 
defeat and humiliate others finds himself in a situation 
where his attainment of higher planets is temporary. 
His knowledge, too, does not bear the highest fruit. (23) 

catvari karmany abhayankarani 
bhayam prayacchanty ayathakrtani 
managnihotram uta mana-maunam 
manenadhltam uta mana-yajhah 


and who is not attracted? One who has acquired such 
sukrti unknowingly in a previous birth naturally 
becomes attracted towards a bhakta. 

That is the result. He comes for sadhu-sahga. He 
becomes attracted to sadhu-sahga. 

sraddhavan haye krsna-bhakta-sanga kare 
name rueijive day a, bhakti-patha dhare 

He develops faith in the words of sadhu. He develops 
greed for the association of sadhu and vaisnava, greed to 
hear more and more krsna-katha from the lips of sadhu 
and vaisnava. Thereby he develops pure bhakti and a taste 
for krsna-katha ., krsna-nama ., krsna-guna-kfrtana. He also 
shows mercy to all living entities because he sees Krishna 
everywhere. He treads the path of pure devotion. 1$ 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar. 5 April 1993. 

Pride is the Destroyer 
Of all Good Qualities 

Mahabharatay adi-parva y chapter 90 

King Ashtaka asked Maharaja Yayati how one can 
attain a higher destination in one's next life. Maharaja 
Yayati replied as follows: 


Unknown artist 








Four activities — fire sacrifice, control of 
speech, study of sastra , and worship of the Lord 
— bestow fearlessness. However, if these four 
activities are performed out of pride then these 
very activities become a source of fear. (24) 

na manyamano mudam adadita 
na santapam prapnuyac cavamandt 
santah satah pujayantiha loke 
nasadhavah sadhubuddhim labhante 

An intelligent person should not be elated 
upon being praised nor become indignant upon 
being insulted. One should be tolerant, knowing 
that only saintly persons recognize and honor 
the saintly, while materialistic persons can never 
recognize a sadhu. (25) 

iti dadyam itiyaja ity adhlya iti vratam 
ity etani bhayany dhus tani varjyani sarvasah 

“I have given so much charity! I have performed 
so many sacrifices! I have studied so many books! 
I have executed so many vows!” Such proud 
statements are full of fear and should be totally 
given up.” (26) 

ye casrayam vedayante puranam 
mamsino manasa-marga-ruddham 
tad vah sreyas tena samyogam etya 
param sdntirh prapnuyuh pretya ceha 
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May Lord Vishnu, who is the shelter of everything, 
who is the oldest and yet ever new, and who is 
unapproachable by mental speculation, bestow the 
ultimate benefit upon you. Intelligent persons who 
[having given up the bad qualities mentioned in the 
previous verses] know him are able to establish their 
relationship with him in this world and in the next, 
and are able to attain the highest peace. (27) V 

— Translated from Mahabharatam with the commentary of Nilakantha. 
Edited by Pandit Ramchandra Shastri Kinjawadekar. Printed at 
Chitrashala Press, Sadashiv Peth, Pune, India. 1929 A.D. 

Merciful Punishment 

Sanat-kumara Samhita, text 112 

tadanam bhartsanam kaml bhogyatvenayatha striyah 
grhnati vaisnavanam ca tat-tad-grahyam tatha budhaih 

A lusty man enjoys when his mistress rebukes and 
hits him. Wise persons say that in the same way one 
should take pleasure in the chastisement and beating 
offered by the vaisnavas. 

— Sanat-kumdra-samhita. Edited and published by Shri Haridas 
Shastri. Shri Gadadhar Gaurahari Press, Shri Haridas Nivas, Kalidah, 
Vrindavan, Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. 



Unknown artist. 
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Food Relief Operations 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The feeling which you have had by becoming 
compassionate to the fallen bums is very good, but 
the best way to deliver a bum is to revive his dormant 
Krishna consciousness. If you can do that then give 
the bums good food and shelter. If you cannot do that, 
then simply supplying food and shelter is serving 
them maya. (Letter to Mrinaline, 27 August 1967.) 

Now I am especially concerned to distribute grains 
— rice, wheat — in the form of dal and rice prasadam 
to hungry people all over India. The people here are 
very disturbed because, partly due to the punishment 
of nature and partly due to the mismanagement of 
the demon class of men, food is not available. If the 
people do not even have sufficient food they will not 
be able to receive spiritual instructions. So I am hopeful 
that if we can widely distribute free foodstuffs to the 
people of India, by giving it out at our centers as well 
as by travelling parties to villages, we will win over the 
whole country and the whole world by this activity on 
Krishna’s behalf. (Letter to Satyahit, 16 March 1974.) if 

Externally Attached, 
Internally Detached 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Externally you have to show that you’re extremely 
attached and internally you should be detached. 
You should behave like that. Otherwise the situation 

next column 



His Divine Grace 


A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
will be very, very bad — out of control. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu also behaved like that. 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was a married person. 
His elder brother Vishwarup didn’t marry but took 
sannyasa. Sachimata was very much aggrieved, and 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu consoled her, “Alright mother, 
I’ll marry, I’ll stay with you. Don’t be disheartened.” 
The first wife, Lakshmipriya, died. Then at the request 
of Sachimata he accepted a second wife, Vishnupriya, 
but he had to take sannyasa , even though he was newly 
married and both the husband and wife were young. 
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Mahaprabhu came to introduce this harinama, 
congregational chanting. He could not stay in 
household life. He had to take up sannyasa to preach 
harinama. So he thought, “I must take sannyasa, 
otherwise, if I remain a grhastha, people won’t 
accept my teachings. If I take sannyasa , then people 
will be serious to accept my teachings because the 
psychology of people is to pay respect to a sannyasl. 
Whatever a sannyasl says, they take it seriously.” 

The night he was going to leave his home and his wife, 
he acted in such a way that Vishnupriya didn’t understand 
that he was leaving. That night he just talked very nicely to 
Vishnupriya, exactly like an attached husband talks to his 
wife. They slept together. Vishnupriya didn’t know what 
he was going to do. As soon as Vishnupriya fell asleep, he 
just left. He acted in such a way and thereby taught us. 

He also told Srila Raghunath Das Goswami, “Inside your 
heart, you should develop your attachment to Krishna, 
but outwardly you should act as if you are attached to 
your wife and parents. If you don’t do that then situation 
will be very bad or worse. While you are in the company 
of your relatives or wife, kith and kin, they should feel 
that you are very attached to them, that you like them. 
They should not think otherwise, but in your heart it is 
otherwise. You’re not attached to them, you are only 
attached to Krishna. Krishna will shower his mercy on 
you very soon and you’ll be able to leave them.” 

This instruction is for all grhasthas, vaisnava-grhasthas. 
This is yukta-vairagya , real renunciation. You should 
apply these instructions in your life. Unless you apply 
them in your life, how can you get benefit? V 

— From a darshan on 30 April 1989. 

Do not Underestimate Others 

From the Mahabharata, Udyoga-parva, Chapter 96 

Before the Mahabharata war, Krishna came as a messenger 
to negotiate peace between the Kaurovas and Pandavas. He tried 
to make Dhritarashtra understand the ill-effects of going to war 
with the religious-minded Pandavas. However, Dhritarashtra 
would not agree to Krishna s proposal Krishnafinally chastised 
Dhritarashtra by saying that he should give up his attachment 
to his son , Duryodhana, and act according to religious 
principles. Everyone in the assembly was shaken upon hearing 
Krishna s strong words. When everyone was thus silent for a few 
moments in that assembly, the supremely powerful incarnation 
of the Lord named Parashuram , who was also present in the 
assembly, spoke to Dhritarashtra as follows: 





Parashuram speaks to Dhritarashtra 


“0 king! Listen to my statements, which I shall 
support with an example. Having heard it, if you 
think what I have spoken is the beneficial truth, then 
accept it and do what is needed. 

“I have heard from my authorities that in the 
distant past there was a mighty ruler named 
Dambhodbhava who unrestrictedly enjoyed the 
entire earth as his property. After each night, in the 
early morning he would question the Brahmins and 
Kshatriyas in his kingdom as follows: 

asti kascid visisto va mad-vidho va bhavedyudhi 
sudro vaisyo ksatriyo va brahmano vapi sastra-bhrt 

“‘Is there any Sudra, Vaishya, Kshatriya or Brahmin 

who is equal to or greater than me in warfare?’ 

“Asking in this way, that King Dambhodbhava walked 
on the surface of the entire earth, intoxicated with 
pride, considering others to be nothing in front of him. 
Seeing the constantly narcissist attitude of the king, 
various broad-minded fearless Brahmins advised him to 
stop behaving in such a haughty way. Even though the 
Brahmins asked him again and again not to engage in 
such self-glorification, he would ask the same questions 
each morning. His pride was at its peak, and he was 
completely intoxicated due to his wealth. Seeing him 
repeat the same question each morning, the Brahmins 
who knew the conclusions of the Vedas became furious 
and spoke the following words to the king: 
aneka-jayinau sahkhyeyau vai purusa-sattamau 
tayos tv am na samo raj an bhavitasi kadacana 
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“‘There are two men on this planet who have won over 
many warriors. They are the best among men and you 
will never be a match for these two, 0 King!’ 

“When the Brahmins said this, the king asked them 
where these two lived, where they had taken birth, 
what were their feats, and what were their names. 
The Brahmins replied: 

sruyete tan mahatmanau nara-ndrayandv ubhau 
tapo ghoram anirdesyarh tapyete gandhamadane 

“‘We have heard that these two great sages are named 
Nara and Narayana. They are performing such intense 
austerities on the Gandhamadan Hill that it cannot be 
described in words.’ 

“The king could not tolerate this, and taking a huge 
army composed of six divisions, he marched to the 
place where the two undefeatable sages lived. 

[Translator’s Note: Traditionally, an army would 
consist of six divisions of warriors — on elephants, on 
chariots, on horses, on camels, on carts and on foot.] 
“The king searched through the treacherous forests 
of Gandhamadan hill and finally found them at a 
secluded place. Both of them appeared extremely weak 
due to hunger and thirst, and their veins were clearly 
visible on their bodies. Tolerating heat, cold, wind, 
etc., these best among men had become very thin in 
their bodies. Approaching them, Dambhodbhava asked 
them how they were. Nara and Narayana welcomed 
the king, gave him a seat, fruits, roots and water, and 
invited him to eat. Thereafter, they asked him how 
they could serve him. Hearing their words, the king 
repeated whatever he had heard from the Brahmins. 

“The king then said, ‘Through my two strong arms, 
I have won over the entire earth and killed all my 
enemies. Now I have come here to fight the two of 
you. This has been my desire for a long time. Kindly 
offer me this as a mark of your hospitality/ 

“Nara and Narayan replied, ‘0 best among kings! 
This ashram is a place where anger and greed cannot 
stay. There can be no fighting in this ashram, what to 
speak of weapons and the deceitful mindset of war. 
There are many Kshatriyas on this planet. Kindly 
fulfill your desire for warfare elsewhere/” 
Parashuram continued, “0 descendant of Bharat 
(Dhritarashtra)! Both of them repeatedly said the same 
thing and expressed their regret and tried to convince 
the king in various ways. Still, Dambhodbhava desired 
war and continuously challenged both of them. At that 
time, 0 Dhritarashtra, Nara took up some grass in his 
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hand and said, “0 Kshatriya, lustful for battle! Come ahead 
and fight! Take all your weapons and bring your entire 
army. Today I shall relieve you of your desire for combat/ 
“Dambhodbhava said, ‘0 austere sage! If you 
consider this insignificant grass weapon to be suitable 
to fight me with, I will engage in battle with you, for 
I have come here for that very purpose/” 
Parashuram continued, “Having said this, 
Dambhodbhava showered arrows from all directions 
on Nara along with his army in order to kill him. His 
tremendous arrows were sufficient to rip apart any 
enemy, but the sage, without hesitation, destroyed all 
of those arrows using the blades of grass. Thereafter, the 
undefeatable Nara employed the ferocious aisika weapon, 
which could not be destroyed. It dealt heavy damage to 
the king. The sage Nara, who was expert at hitting targets, 
then cut off the ears, eyes and noses of the soldiers by 
merely using blades of grass. Seeing the entire sky filled 
with these deadly blades of grass, King Dambhodbhava 
fell at Naras feet and begged forgiveness, saying, ‘0 Lord! 
Let there be auspiciousness for me!’ 

“Nara, the giver of shelter to those who desire it, said, 
‘0 king! From now on, be a saintly person favorable to the 
Brahmins. 0 best among men, never do this again! Proper 
Kshatriyas who win over other’s kingdoms never behave 
abominably like you have behaved, not even in their 
minds. 0 king! Henceforth do not ridicule any king greater 
or weaker than yourself. 0 ruler of the Earth! Become 
humble and free of greed. Be prideless, inquisitive, sense- 
controlled, forgiving, mild, and gentle-hearted, and thus 
rule over your kingdom. Do not ridicule anyone without 
knowing their strengths. I have orderedyouthus. Do not 
act like this again. Since we have told you, remember to 
always ask the Brahmins about their welfare/ 
“Thereafter, King Dambhodbhava offered his 
obeisances to the two sages and returned to his kingdom. 
After that meeting he ruled virtuously the rest of his life.” 

Parashuram continued, “The great sage Nara 
performed this amazing feat in the past. Even greater 
than him in various qualities is Lord Narayan. 0 
Dhritarashtra! As long as Arjuna has not employed 
divine weapons on his Gandiva bow, it is better you 
go meet him and arrange a compromise.” 

[Translator’s Note: Arjuna is the same Nara and 
Krishna is Narayan. This is the message conveyed 
by Lord Parashuram.] 

kakudikam sukam nakam aksi-santarjanam tatha 
santanam nartakam ghoram asya-modakam astamam 






“Kakudika, Suka, Naka, Aksi-santarjana, Santana, Nartaka, 
Ghora and Asya-modaka are eight types of divine weapons. 

[Translator’s Note: Sri Nilakantha in his 
commentary describes all these weapons as follows: 

1) Kakudika , also known as prasvapana, is a weapon 
whose one strike is enough to make the enemy attain 
the sleep of death at the back of the elephant, chariot, 
etc., on which he is riding. 

2) Suka is also known as mohana. It causes great 
mental anxiety to the victim even though factually 
there is no cause for anxiety. This is just like the 
suka-nalika-nyaya, the maxim of the parrot and the 
pipe. In ancient times, a hollow pipe would be stuck 
to a tree with bait. As soon as a parrot would land 
on the pipe, the pipe would start turning round 
and round. The parrot instead of flying away would 
hold on even more tightly to the pipe and would be 
caught. In a similar way, due to the illusion of this 
weapon, enemies start holding on to their chariot 
wheels instead of running away, and thus get killed. 

3) Naka is also known as unmadana. It causes one 
to immediately see heaven, (in other words, one 
dies immediately.) 

4) Aksi-santarjana is also known as trasana. It causes 
enemies to pass stool and urine while they die. 

5) Santana is also known as daivata. It causes 
torrents of weapons to fall on the enemy. 

6) Nartaka is also known as paisaca. It causes the 
enemy to dance wildly out of pain before dying. 

2 

Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 

A free bi-monthly service provided by: 

Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India, 751015 

Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaliiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International Soci¬ 
ety for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopal Jiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print form 
provided no changes are made to the contents. 





7) Ghora is also known as raksasa. It causes tremendous 
pain and suffering to the enemy before death. 

8) Asya-modaka is also known as yamya. It causes 
enemies to feel such pain that they put stones in their 
mouths to avoid screaming in pain while they die.] 

Parashuram continued, “All humans die on being hit by 
these weapons. These eight weapons are representatives 
of eight faults, kama (lust), krodha (anger), lobha (greed), 
moha (illusion), mada (intoxication), mana (pride), 
matsarya (envy) and ahamkrti (false ego). These weapons 
cause victims to become mad, unconscious, fall asleep, 
jump around in pain, sneeze and cough, pass stool and 
urine, and cry or laugh uncontrollably. 

“0 Dhritarashtra, the controller of all the worlds and 
the knower of all karma, Narayan, is the friend of Arjuna, 
Nara. That Arjuna is unconquerable in war. 0 king! Who 
in the three worlds can think of conquering Arjuna, who 
carries the great monkey-emblem on his flag? Arjuna 
has unlimited good qualities, and Lord Janardan is even 
greater than him. You know both these things very 
well. Those who are renowned as Nara and Narayana 
are now Arjuna and Krishna respectively. They are the 
greatest warriors. 0 Dhritarashtra, if you do not doubt 
my words then listen to me and accept a compromise 
with the Pandavas. 0 best of the Bharatas! If you desire 
that your family not be divided and ruined, then accept a 
compromise and do not think of a war. 0 greatest among 
the Kurus! To ensure that your renowned family stays on 
this planet and to ensure that you attain auspiciousness, 
think about what will benefit you.” it 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Mahabharata with the 
Sanskrit commentary entitled ‘ Bharata-bhava-dipa\ Edited by Pandit 
Ramchandra Shastri Kinjawadekar. Printed at Chitrashala Press, 
Sadashiv Peth, Pune, India. 1929 A.D. 


Unknown artist. Gita Press. 














W S n ^Kyisknct AKjdkcmritci 

'Binm 


tava kathdmrtam tapta-jfvanam 

Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 354 Sri Parama Ekadasi 


12 July 2015 Circulation 8,020 



• Observing Ratha-Yatra 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


• A Prayer to Jagannath’s Cart-Wheel 

• Meditations on Jagannath 


Author unknown 



• An Invitation to Chant Harinama 



Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 



Observing Ratha-Yatra 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 2,1968 
describing very briefly and emotionally about the nice 
success of our Ratha-yatra festival. When Gargamuni 
came here the other day he also described it so 
nicely, and now you can understand the specimen of 
transcendental pleasure in which the human society 
as a whole can take part and realize transcendental 
bliss. The car festival was very simple. After all, it is 
a car with four wheels. But it attracted the people 
so enthusiastically because there was his Lordship 
Jagannath. Atheistic people may say that the Jagannath 
deity is made of wood and the car is also made of wood, 
but in Krishna consciousness spiritual bliss can be 
exacted from anything. Even accepting the whole affair 
as wooden, a Krishna conscious person can understand 
that wood is nothing but a display of Krishna’s energy. 
So it is the Krishna consciousness energy that gives us 
transcendental bliss, just like it is the electric energy 
passing through copper cable that gives us electric light 
and heat. (Letter to Aniruddha, 7 July 1968.) 

You have inquired about Jagannath’s cart. The 
crimson color with silver decorations is quite all right. 
There is no strict regulation about decorating the carts. 
We can decorate the carts very fascinatingly with gold, 
silver, and other shiny metallic embroidery work as 
far as possible. The idea is that the more we decorate 
Krishna, who is non-different from his cart, the more 
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we become decorated indirectly. We are compared as 
the shadow of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and 
as it is stated in the Bible also, man is made after God. 
We understand from the scriptures that Krishna has 
his vigraha , spiritual body, which is exactly like a man 
who has two hands, two legs and all similar features. 

If you decorate your face you do not see directly how 
your face has become beautiful, but when you see the 
reflection of your face in the mirror then indirectly you 
can see the beauty. Therefore, by serving Krishna directly 
the result of the service indirectly comes to us. Just like 
we offer very nice prasadam directly to Krishna, but 
indirectly we enjoy the nice taste of the prasadam. So we 
should always remember this, that Krishna is always full 
in himself. He does not need a pinch of our help for his 
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A devotee offers her respects to the wheel ofjagannath's cart in Pari Odisha 


satisfaction. But if we try to satisfy him in so many ways as 
directed by deary as and scriptures, indirectly we become 
benefitted by such activities. So try to nicely observe this 
ratha-yatra festival in London. Shyamsundar has already 
informed me about the scheme that three cars will be 
drawn to some park on the Thames, etc. So some way 
or other, if you can introduce this car festival in London, 
then by all means the London center will be successful. 
It doesn’t matter if you can or cannot establish a temple 
there, but if you can introduce the ratha-yatra festival, 
surely it will be a great success. So try to execute this will 
as far as possible. (Letter to Yamuna, 27 May 1969.) if 

A Prayer to Jagannath’s Cart WheeiJ 

Click here to see the complete Sanskrit for this article. 

The following verse is composed in the style known as citra- 
kavya, which literally means, u picture-poem\ In this gender 
of Sanskrit poetry, which goes back at least 2,000 years, the 
verses are designed to be read in the form of a picture. When 
the reader lays out the syllables or sometimes words, in the 
shape of the given picture, hidden meanings are found. Those 
who have some expertise in Sanskrit may find some surprises 
in the below contemporary verse, not all of which are to be 
found in the translation. Perhaps the most famous example of 
this style of poetry is Srila Rupa Goswamis Citra-kavitvani 
from his book Stava-mala. However there are examples of 
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this style to be found in the literary traditions of Odisha, 
South India, and other places on the Indian subcontinent. 
The following verse is in a sub-style of c itra-kavya, known 
as cakra-bandha, wheel-shaped. 

bhavyam hanta ca krsna-ydna-suyutarh cedam suparsad sada 
kratva ristayutandadati suvaram nah ca pramode l ksaye 
viprah parsvam uminjayanti sudiyac cakram sumananty uta 
tac cakram bhava-cakram asu viramed amuktaye me l cyuta 
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Wheel diagram for the verse 
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Jagannath at Ratha-yatra in Pari 


Sri ^KrisLm SKtctlcamri-tct SpmU 

How wonderful! This wheel situated so 
beautifully in Krishna’s cart appears full of 
grandeur. It is his eternal, loyal associate. 

By its activity of moving around, it 
bestows auspicious benedictions for 
enhancing our unlimited joy. On the 
occasion of the ratha-yatra festival in the 
bright fortnight of the Asadha month, 
Brahmins and devotees around this wheel 
sing its glories or pay respects to it. 0 Lord 
Achyuta! May this cart wheel ( cakra ) stop 
the wheel of my birth and death ( bhava- 
cakra ) and bestow liberation. — HPD if 

Meditations on Jagannath 

Author Unknown 

raktambhoruha-darpa-bhanjana-maha-saundarya-netra-dvayam 
muktd-hdra-vilambi-hema-mukutamratnojjvalat-kundalam 
varsd-megha-samdna-mla-vapusam graiveya-haranvitam 
parsve cakra-dharam prasanna-vadanam mladri-ndtham bhaje 

Having two extremely beautiful eyes that defeat the 
pride of the best of the reddish-lotus-flowers, wearing 
a golden helmet decorated with strings of hanging 
pearls, adorned with jewel-bedecked earrings, having 
a bluish-black complexion similar to a rain cloud, 
decorated with various precious necklaces, holding a 
disc in his right hand, and exhibiting a joyous face — 
to that Lord of Niladri, Jagannath, I offer my worship. 

phullendivara-locanam nava-ghana-sydmdbhirdmdkrtim 
visvesam kamala-vilasa-vilasat-padaravinda-dvayam 
daityarim sakalendu-mandita-mukham cakrabja-hasta-dvayam 
vande sn-purusottamam prati-dinam laksmi-nivdsdlayam 

With eyes like blue lotuses, joyously displaying 
the complexion of a new dark cloud, controlling 
the universe, having two effulgent lotus feet that 
are Kamala’s (Lakshmi’s) delight, to the enemy of 
demons, having a face that shines as effulgently as 
the full moon, and holding a disc and lotus in his 
two hands — to that Lord Purushottam, the abode 
of Lakshmi, I daily offer my obeisances. 

udyan-mrada-mla-sundara-tanum purnendu-bimbananam 
rajivotpala-patra-netra-yugalam karunya-varam-nidhim 
bhaktanam sakalarti-nasana-karam cintarthi-cintamanim 
vande sn-purusottamam prati-dinam niladri-cudamanim 

Having a brilliant cloud-like, beautiful bluish-black 
body, with a face resembling the full moon, with two 
beautiful lotus-like eyes, who is like an ocean having 
multitudes of waves of mercy, who destroys the 


distresses of his devotees, who is like a touchstone 
for those who constantly meditate on him — to that 
Lord Purushottam, the crest-jewel of the Nilachal 
hill, I daily offer my obeisances. 

mladrau sankha-madhye sata-dala-kamale ratna-simhasana-stham 
sarvalankara-yuktam nava-ghana-ruciram samyutam cagrajena 
bhadrdyavdma-bhdge ratha-caram-yutam brahma-rudrendra-vandyam 
vedanam saram isam sujana-pariwtam brahma-darum smarami 

Situated in the conch-shaped Niladri amidst 
a hundred-petalled lotus on a jeweled throne, 
decorated with all types of jewelry, with beauty 
resembling a new dark cloud, accompanied by 
his brother Balaram, at the left side of his sister 
Subhadra, having chariot-feet, worshipped by Lord 
Brahma, Lord Shiva and Lord Indra — I fix my mind 
on that essence of all the Vedas, the Supreme Lord, 
surrounded by his dear devotees — the Supreme 
Brahman, Jagannath, appearing in a form of wood. 

dorbhyam sobhita-langalam samusalam kadamban-cancalam 
ratnadhyam vara-kundalam bhuja-balairakranta-bhu-mandalam 
vajrdbhdmala-caru-ganda-yugalam nagendra-cudojjvalam 
sangrame capalam sasanka-dhavalam sn-kamapalam bhaje 

With two beautiful arms carrying a plough and 
a club, appearing unsteady due to drinking honey 
liquor, decorated with jewels and beautiful earrings, 
with strength that caused the earthly planetary 
system to shiver in fear, with two cheeks possessing 
the peerless luster of lightning, decorated with the 
crown of Ananta Shesh, expert in battle, and with a 
whitish complexion like the moon — I worship that 
Lord Balaram, the fulfiller of all desires. i$ 

—Jagannatha-pancakam. Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Brhat- 
stotra-ratnavalL Published and printed by Khemraj Shri Krishna Das at the 
Venkateshwar Steam Press. Bombay. Vikram Samvat 2013 (1956 A.D.) 


Unknown photographer 
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An Invitation to Chant Harinama 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

Why did I, the most unfortunate fallen soul, 
not take birth at the time when Sri Gaurachandra 
inundated the entire world, including the highest 
mountains, with the flood of love of God? Therefore 
I was unable to relish those waves of love of God! 
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Why did I not take birth at that time to serve the 
lotus feet of Sri Chaitanya? Why did I not become the 
servant of Sri Rupa and Sanatan? Why did I not carry 
the water pot of Raghunatha? Why did I not wander 
with Ramananda Ray around Chakratirtha? Why did I 
not see the deliverance of Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya? 
When Prakashanand Saraswati, the leader of the 
sannyasis of Kashi, attained spiritual bliss in the form of 
devotional service to the Lord, why did I not take birth 
then to relish the devotion-filled nectarean waves of 
the Lord’s arguments with those mayavadisannyasis? 

Even though such a coveted desire is rare, still if I would 
have taken birth as a mundane logician in the family of 
a Brahmin at that time then Sri Krishna Chaitanya, the 
friend of all living entities, would have punished me with 
his sharp arrow-like words and accepted an atheist like 
me as his servant! Then he would have entrusted me to 
Haridas Thakur to be rectified by the chanting of the 
holy names! Alas! If I could have constantly seen with my 
spiritual eyes the Lord sitting in the midst of the vaisnavas 
and delivering all living entities, who are burned by the 
fire of material existence, through distributing the nectar 
of the holy name! How much ecstasy would the associates 
of the Lord have been in when, after awakening all living 
entities from the lap of illusion, the Lord would have raised 
his hands and said, ‘Take this remedy for material disease, 
drink the mellows of ecstatic love and become immortal!” 
Countless human beings, afraid of demon-like material 
enjoyment, would have begged for his shelter. Then the 
Lord would have embraced them out of love and happily 
awarded them love of Krishna. Thus, the material disease 
of the living entities would have been cured. 

I am a servant of Sri Chaitanya and am fallen in the 
material ocean. The Lord is my only guide and protector. 
According to his order I am inviting all of you to chant the 
holy names of Hari. 0 living entities! 0 friends! Give up 
karma-kanda , the path of fruitive activities, tarka-kanda, 
the path of argument and speculation, and brahma-kanda, 
the path of worshiping the impersonal Brahman! Come 
and take the love of God distributed by Sri Chaitanya to 
your full satisfaction! Then your disappointment will be 
destroyed, your contaminated state of conditional life 
will be vanquished, and you will regain your original 
constitutional position. You will then attain peace, which 
is your constitutional characteristic, and you will relish 
unlimited ecstatic love of Krishna. ' It 

— Bhaktivinoda Vani Vaibhava (9.27), Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Published by Iswara Das and Touchstone Media. Vrindavan. 2003. 
(Re-edited with publisher’s permission.) 
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The King of All Education 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

When Chaitanya Mahaprabhu began his preaching, 
his first disciple was Sanatan Goswami. He was a 
finance minister of Nawab Hussain Shah, but being 
attracted with Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement 
he retired from service and joined Lord Chaitanya. 
So when he came to Chaitanya for the first time, his 
inquiry was, “What is education?” Sanatan Goswami 
was highly educated. In those days, Persian language 
was being taught in India. Just like during British rule 
the English language was taught to us, during Pathan 
rule the Persian language was the state language. 
Besides that, Sanatan Goswami was a great scholar in 
Sanskrit as well. Still, he inquired, “What is education?” 

Why did he inquire like that? He said, “People in 
general call me very educated, and I am also such a 
fool that I accept that I am educated.” So the next 
question is, “Why do you think that you are not 
educated? You are a great scholar in Sanskrit. You 
are a great scholar in the Persian language. Why do 
you think that you are not educated?” He replied, “I 
am thinking myself to be not educated because I do 
not know what I am. I do not wish to suffer, but these 
material miseries are forced upon me. I do not know 
wherefrom I have come, where I have to go, and still 
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people, they think that I am very educated and they 
designate me as a great scholar, and I am satisfied, 
but I am such a fool that I do not know what I am.” 

Actually, this is the position of our present 
situation. We are very proud of our advancement of 
education. But if you inquire from various persons, 
“Who are you?” hardly any will answer what he 
actually is. Everyone is under the conception of this 
body. But we are not actually this body. This question 
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we have discussed many times. After passing this 
examination that, “I am not this body”, then one 
comes to real knowledge. 

That is real knowledge, “Who am I?” That is the 
beginning. The knowledge about which Lord Krishna is 
imparting, giving instruction to Arjuna. He says, “This 
is raja-vidya. 11 Raja-vidya means to know oneself and 
act accordingly. If I do not know what I am, what is my 
position, then I am mistaken about my situation, and 
then all activities, whatever I am doing, are all mistaken. 
They are all illusion. Therefore this position, raja-vidya, 
means that one should know himself, what he is, and act 
accordingly. Simply by knowing, “I am not this material 
body,” is not sufficient. You must act accordingly, that 
you are not material. You are spiritual. That spiritual 
activity is called Krishna consciousness, and that is 
called raja-vidya , the king of all education, "it 

— From a lecture in New York on 22 November 1966. 

Do Not Disclose your Bhajana 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakura Prabhupada 

The acaryas have ordered: apana bhajana katha na 
kahibe yatha tatha — one should not disclose ones 
confidential bhajana to anyone. If people like us 
openly sing about or describe Radha and Krishna’s 
most confidential loving pastimes, then will not such 
a thing create a nuisance in society? 

As long as our material conceptions are prominent, 
we remain prideful in our worship. That pride is useless. 
Do I even have a tinge of attachment for the Lord? We 
should sincerely ask our inner selves this question. i$ 

— Vaktrtavali Garland of Divine Discourses. By His Divine Grace 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada. Compiled by 
Sri Sundarananda Vidyavinode. Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Produced and Published by Isvara Das. 

Embodiment of Krishna’s Mercy 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The Supreme Lord doesn’t directly shower mercy 
onto anyone. He showers mercy through his dear 
devotees. Therefore guru and vaisnavas are known as 
krsna-krpa-sri-murti — the embodiment of Krishna’s 
mercy. If the mercy of Krishna assumes a body, that is 
sadhu, that is gurudeva. Another name is sat-anugraha. 
Sat means vaisnava, sadhu , and sat-anugraha means the 
mercy and favor of the vaisnava. By the mercy and 
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favor of a vaisnava one can approach one can get the 
Supreme Lord. Therefore a vaisnava is known as sat- 
anugraha. If someone wants to get the mercy of the 
Supreme Lord he must render service to the Lord’s 
dear devotee, vaisnava. There is no other way. 

In the eleventh canto of Srimad Bhagavatam, Krishna 
says to Uddhava, “0 Uddhava, serve my dear devotee 
with full faith, pleasure, love and affection. The 
service rendered to my dear devotee is superior to 
service rendered directly to me.” 

In Laghu Bhagavatamrta (2.6.6), Rupa Goswami has 
quoted Adi Parana: 

ye me bhakta-jandh partha na me bhaktas ca tejanah 
mad-bhaktanam caye bhaktas te me bhakta-tama matah 

Lord Krishna told Arjuna, “Those who are my direct 
devotees are actually not my devotees, but those 
who are the devotees of my servants are factually 
my topmost devotees.” 

In the eleventh canto of Srimad Bhagavatam 
(ll.19.21) Krishna says to Uddhava: 

adarah paricaryayam sarvangair abhivandanam 
mad-bhakta-pujabhyadhika sarva-bhutesu man-matih 

mad-arthesv anga-cesta ca vacasa mad-guneranam 
mayy arpanam ca manasah sarva-kama-vivarjanam 

“My devotees take great care and respect in 
rendering me service. They offer obeisances to me 
with all their bodily limbs. They worship my devotee 
and see all living entities as related to me. For me 
they engage the entire energy of their body. They 
engage their power of speech in the glorification 
of my qualities and form. They also dedicate their 
mind unto me and try to give up all kinds of material 
desires. Thus are my devotees characterized. So, 
service and worship offered to such devotees is mad- 
bhakta-pujabhyadhika, greater worship, superior to 
worship offered directly to me.” 

Lord Shiva’s statement to Goddess Durga is also 
there in Padma Parana: 

aradhananam sarvesam visnor aradhanam param 
tasmat parataram devi tadiyanam samarcanam 

“My dear Devi, although the Vedas recommend 
worship of demigods, the worship of Lord Vishnu is 
topmost. However, above the worship of Lord Vishnu 
is the rendering of service to vaisnavas, who are related 
to Lord Vishnu. This is a superior type of worship.” 

In Caitanya-bhagavata, Vrindavan Das Thakur has 
quoted the Supreme Lord: 
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“amara bhaktera puja—ama haite bada” 
sei prabhu vede-bhagavate kaila dadha 

“The worship offered to my devotee is superior to 

direct worship of me.” 

ChaitanyaMahaprabhu himself set the example ofthis. 

How can one get prema-bhakti ? One must receive it 
from someone who can give it — by associating with 
premi-bhaktas , rendering service to them and pleasing 
them. No other means is there. Therefore it is said 
that to offer worship, to glorify such vaisnavas , to 
utter their name, to describe their fame and qualities, 
to render service to such vaisnavas , to take the dust 
from their lotus feet, to accept the foot-washing 
water of such vaisnavas y and to taste the remnants of 
such vaisnavas — these are all very powerful. 

In his Prarthana (5.35), Srila Narottam Das Thakur 
has sung in this respect: 

vaisnavera pada-dhuli take mora snana-keli 
tarpana mora vaisnavera nama 

... vaisnavera ucchista take mora mana-nistha 
vaisnavera namete ullasa 

The dust from the lotus feet of a vaisnava is 
so purifying and powerful. It is more powerful 
and purifying than Ganges water. So, I shower 
with that dust. When Brahmins enter into the 
Ganges or some other river, they chant mantras. 
That is tarpana. Narottam Das Thakur sings, 
tarpana mora vaisnavera nama — “I will chant the 
name of a vaisnava. That is my tarpana mantra.” 
And, vaisnavera ucchista take mora mana-nistha , 
vaisnavera namete ullasa — “I am very greedy to 
have the remnants of a vaisnava. If I get I become 
so blissful and ecstatic.” 

Quoting Padma Parana in his Bhakti-sandarbha 
(anuccheda 269), Srila Jiva Goswami has given the 
statement of the Supreme Lord: 

tesam pujadikam gandha-dhupadyaih kriyate naraih 
tena prltim paramyami na tatha mama pujanat 

“I become very pleased with those persons who 
offer worship to my dear devotees with incense, 
lamps, and paraphernalia. I am not so pleased if they 
directly offer such worship to me.” 

In Hari-bhakti-vildsa (10.113), Srila Sanatan Goswami 
has quoted: 

ye bhajantijagad-yonim vasudevam sanatanam 
na tebhyo vidyate tirtham adhikam raja-sattama 
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Vaisnavas , those who are engaged in offering 
worship to Lord Hari, are greater tlrthas , greater holy 
places. Therefore, to offer worship to such vaisnavas 
is the superior type of worship. To live with such 
vaisnavas means to live in a holy place, tlrtha. Where 
such vaisnavas take their bath, that place becomes a 
great tlrtha , a great holy place, because simply by the 
touch of a vaisnava immediately all sinful reactions 
are completely destroyed. V 

— From a class in Bhubaneswar on 5 April 1993. 

Explaining the Inexplicable 

From Srila Rupa Goswami’s Laghu- 
bhagavatamrta (5.508-516) 

A frequently asked question is, “How did millions of go pis 
assemble in the same limited space ofVrindavan at the time of 
the rasa-llla?” Srila Rupa Goswami answers: 

sa tu mathura-bhu-rupah paricchanno py athadbhutah 
spharah sankudtas ca syat krsna-llldnusdratah 

atraivajandamalapi paryaptim upagacchati 
vrndavana-pratlke piyanubhutaiva vedhasa 

ity ato rasa-lllayam puline tatrayamune 
pramadasata-kotyo pi mamuryat tat kim adbhutam 
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svaih svair llla-parikarairjanair drsyani naparaih 
tat-tal-lilady-avasare pradurbhdvocitani hi 

ascaryam ekadaikatra vartamandny api dhruvam 
parasparam asamprkta-svarupdny eva sawatha 
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krsna-balyddi-lilabhir bhusitani samantatah 
saila-gostha-vanadmam santi rupany anekasah 

liladhyo pi pradeso ’sya kadacit kila kaiscana 
sunya eveksate drsti-yogyair apy aparair api 

atah prabhoh priyanam ca dhamnas ca samayasya ca 
avicintya-prabhdvatvdd atra kim ca na durghatam 

evam eva dvdrakdyamjneyam sarvam vicaksanaih 

The mathura-mandala appearing on earth is 
extraordinarily wonderful. It expands and contracts 
according to the need of Krishna’s pastimes. As was 
experienced by Lord Brahma at a particular place 
in Vrindavan, mathura-mandala is large enough to 
accommodate unlimited universes. Therefore, what 
is astonishing if a hundred million gopis gathered at 
that place for the rasa-llla ? 

Various pastime places there are visible only to the 
participants in particular pastimes of krsna-lfla and not 
to others. These various places (like mountains, trees, 
etc.) become manifest during appropriate times. 

What is surprising is that at the same place, at the 
same time, completely different sets of mountains, 
forests, etc., decorated with the various pastimes of 
Krishna, are simultaneously present. 

To the other extreme, there are people who are 
qualified for krsna-darsana and there are those who 
are not qualified. Yet both types of individuals 
sometimes see all these places as devoid of Krishna, 
even though Krishna is always present there. 

The conclusion is that the associates, places, and 
times associated with the Lord are all equipped 
with an inexplicable potency not within the grasp 
of ordinary imagination. Therefore nothing is 
impossible for them. The opinion of learned souls is 
that this is also the case with Dwaraka. 1$ 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com) 
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Irresponsibility in Bhakti 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

We should never think of our advancement as 
being conditioned by or dependent upon some set of 
material circumstances such as marriage, vdnaprastha ., 
or this or that. A mature understanding of Krishna 
consciousness means that whatever condition of life I 
am in at present is Krishna’s special mercy upon me, 
therefore let me take advantage in the best way possible 
to spread this Krishna consciousness movement and 
conduct my spiritual master’s mission. If I put my own 
personal progress or happiness as the priority, that 
is a material consideration. If getting married was an 
unhappy adjustment, why did you do it? Whatever is 
done is done, that is a fact. I am only pointing out that 
you did something without proper study of your real 
responsibility, and now you are contemplating again 
some drastic action in a similar manner. 

Consider it carefully in this light. Krishna speaks a 
verse in Bhagavad-gita (12.15): 

yasman nodvijate loko lokan nodvijate cay ah 

harsamarsa-bhayodvegair muktoyah sa ca me priyah 

He for whom no one is put into difficulty and who is 
not disturbed by anxiety, who is steady in happiness 
and distress, is very dear to me. 

One mistake of judgment often made by the 
neophyte devotees is that when there is some 
disturbance or difficulty they consider the conditions 
or the external circumstances under which the 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

difficulty took place to be the cause of the difficulty 
itself. That is not the fact. In this material world there 
is always some difficulty, no matter in this situation 
or that situation. Therefore simply by changing my 
status of occupation or my status of life, that will 
not help anything. The real fact is that if there is any 
difficulty with others then that is my lack of Krishna 
consciousness, not theirs. Is this clear? Krishna says 
that his dearest devotee is one who does not put 
others into difficulty, so try to judge the matter 
on these points, whether or not you are putting 
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Radha Krishna and the gopis 


either your wife or yourself into some difficulty. 
The right understanding of Bhagavad-gita is Arjuna’s 
understanding. In other words, Arjuna came to the 
conclusion that he must perform his occupational 
duty, not as a material obligation — for reasons 
of wife, family, friends, reputation, professional 
integrity, like that — no. Rather, he must conduct 
the functions of his station of life only as devotional 
service performed for Krishna. That means that 
devotional service is what is important, not my 
occupational duty. But it does not mean that because 
occupation duty is not the real consideration that I 
should give it up and do something else, thinking that 
devotional service may be carried on under whatever 
circumstances that I may whimsically decide. Krishna 
advised Arjuna to remain as he was and not disrupt 
the order of society and go against his own nature 
just for the sake of convenience. Our occupational 
duty is not arbitrary, which means that if we are 
advanced in our understanding then once we have 
taken up some field of action we shall not change it for 
another. Rather, our devotion is the important factor. 
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How does it matter what I am doing as long as my 
work and energy are completely devoted to Krishna? 

Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He 
has no work, neither does he have anything to do. 
Still he comes here to teach us. He accepts not only his 
occupational duties as a cowherd boy and royal prince, 
but he also accepts married life, he enters politics, and 
he is a philosopher. He is even a chariot driver during 
a great battle. He is not an example of avoiding one’s 
occupational duty. So if Krishna himself is exhibiting 
by his own conduct the perfection of existence, then 
if we are intelligent we should heed his example. A 
wife at home with children does not matter. They 
are no hindrance to our spiritual life. Once we have 
accepted these occupational duties, we should not 
lightly give them up. That is the point. Of course, our 
ultimate occupational duty is as preachers of Krishna 
consciousness. We must stick to that business under 
all circumstances. That is the main thing. Therefore 
married, unmarried, divorced — in whatever condition 
of life — my preaching mission does not depend on these 
things. The vamasrama-dharma system is scientifically 
arranged by Krishna to provide facility for delivering 
the fallen souls back to home, back to Godhead. If we 
make a mockery of this system by whimsically disrupting 
the order, that will not be a good example. If so many 
young boys and girls casually get married and then go 
away from each other, if we set this bad example, then 
how will the entire thing go on properly? Householder 
life means wife, children, and home. These things are 
understood by everyone. Why have our devotees taken it 
in a different way? They simply have some sex desire, get 
themselves married, and when the spouse does not fulfill 
their expectations, immediately there is separation. 
These things are just like material activities, prostitution. 
The wife is left without a husband, and sometimes there 
is a child to be raised. In so many ways the proposition 
that you, and some others also, are making is distasteful. 
We cannot expect that our temples will become places 
of shelter for so many widows and rejected wives. That 
will be a great burden and we shall become a laughing 
stock in the society. In that situation there will be 
illicit sex life and unwanted progeny. We are seeing 
this already. Being the weaker sex, women require 
husbands who are strong in Krishna consciousness so 
that they may make progress by sticking tightly to their 
husband’s feet. If their husband goes away from them, 
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what will they do? There are so many instances already 
in our society — so many frustrated girls and boys. 

I have introduced this marriage system in your 
Western countries because you have a custom of free 
intermingling between male and female. Therefore 
marriage is required to engage the boys and girls in 
devotional service. But our marriage system is a little 
different than in your country. We do not sanction 
the policy of quick divorce. We are supposed to take 
husband or wife as an eternal companion or assistant in 
Krishna consciousness service, and there is a promise to 
never separate. Of course if there is any instance of very 
advanced married disciples who have agreed that the 
husband shall now take sannyasa or renounced order of 
life, being mutually very happy by that arrangement, 
then there is ground for such separation. But even 
in those cases there is no question of separation. The 
husband, even if he is a sannydsf must be certain that 
his wife will be taken care of nicely and protected in his 
absence. Now there are so many cases of unhappiness by 
the wife who has been abandoned by her husband against 
her wishes. How can I sanction such a thing? I want to 
avoid setting any bad example for future generations. 
Therefore I am considering your request cautiously. If 
it becomes so easy for someone to get married and then 
leave his wife under the excuse of married life being an 
impediment to spiritual progress, that will not be good at 
all. That is a misunderstanding of what is advancement 
in spiritual life. Occupational duty must be there, either 
this one or that one, but once I am engaged in some 
occupational duty, then I should not change or give it up. 
That is the worst mistake. Devotional service is not bound 
by such designations. Therefore once I have chosen my 
duty it is better I stick to it and develop my devotional 
attitude into full-blown love of Godhead. That is Arjunas 
understanding of the Gita. H 

— From a letter dated 4 January 1973. 

Natural Detachment from Matter 

Commentaries on a verse of 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh 

Srila Rupa Goswami has written in Bhakti-rasamrta- 
sindhu (1.2.254): 

rucim udvahatas tatra janasya bhajane hareh 
visayesu garistho ’pi ragah prayo viliyate 

The enormous attachment for material sense enjoyment is 
almost nullified for a person who has attachment for the 
devotional service of Lord Hari. 



Sri Krishna 


Comments by SrilaJiva Goswami: Earlier (in Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.250), vairagya, renunciation, was 
discouraged for an entrant into bhakti-yoga due to the 
fact that it hardens the heart. Therefore [one could 
conclude that the author of this literature meant 
that] unrestricted sense enjoyment is allowed for 
such an entrant. However, the scriptures say: 

visayavista-cittasya krsnavesah suduratah 
varunx-dig-gatam vastum vrajan naindrim kim dpnuyat 

To those whose hearts are embroiled in sense enjoyment, 
attainment of Krishna remains far away. How can an 
object lost in the west be found by searching in the east? 

Thus, the proposition of unrestricted sense 
enjoyment is against the scriptures. In reply to this, 
it is said here [by Srila Rupa Goswami] that a mere 
fraction of attachment in bhakti is the cause of the 
nullification of material attraction for the entrant, and 
therefore there is no need for the hard-heartedness 
that manifests in one who practices dry renunciation. 

[Translator’s Note: In this section, Srila Rupa 
Goswami is not referring to yukta-vairagya , which is 
not discouraged nor does it harden the heart.] 

This is the conclusion spoken by this verse. The 
meaning of this verse is that as soon as attachment [for 
bhakti] arises, the attachment for sense-enjoyment is 
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almost nullified (prayo viliyate). Therefore, such | 
attachment will be thoroughly nullified [in due course 
of time] as a result. Moreover, genuine knowledge is 
produced for this practitioner as a side-effect [as given 
in the Srlmad Bhagavatam 1.2.7]: 

vasudeve bhagavati bhakti-yogah prayojitah 
janayaty asu vairdgyamjndnam cayad ahaitukam 

By rendering devotional service unto the Personality 
of Godhead, Sri Krishna, one immediately acquires 
causeless knowledge and detachment from the world. 

Comments by Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti 
Thakur [repeating the same concepts as Srila Jiva 
Goswami but offering a few more details]: The term 
l rucim\ attachment, implies a special deep faith 
produced after spending a certain amount of time 
in the process of bhakti. When the verse says ‘prayo 
viliyate , almost nullified, it means that after entering 
into bhakti-yoga there is no fault if the practitioner 
displays some attachment for sense enjoyment. The 
mood [of the author] is that such attachment to sense 
enjoyment will be thoroughly vanquished as soon as 
maturity is attained in bhakti. 

Comments by Sri Mukunda Goswami: This verse 
speaks about the duration it takes for detachment 
from sense enjoyment according to the natural 
progress of bhakti. The term l rucim here indicates 
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the stage of bhakti after sraddha (faith), sadhu- 
sahga (association of devotees), bhajana-kriya 
(engagement in processes of devotion), anartha- 
nivrtti (removal of obstacles) and nistha (firm 
faith in the process of bhakti ). The term l prayah 1 
(almost) in the verse indicates that when complete 
attachment to Hari is produced, attachment to 
sense enjoyment will be thoroughly destroyed. 

[Translator’s Note: The conclusion is that 
Srila Rupa Goswami neither sanctioned a forced 
cultivation of renunciation, nor recommended 
unrestricted sense gratification for an entrant in 
bhakti. Srila Rupa Goswami’s conclusion is that a 
small trace of genuine attachment to the process 
of bhakti will naturally nullify any attachment 
to sense enjoyment, and renunciation will be 
generated naturally in such a practitioner. Thus, 
the primary attainment of bhakti is love of Krishna, 
with renunciation being a natural side-effect.] V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 

Gauranga’s Glorious Glories 

Srila Raghunandan Goswami 1 s 
Gauranga-virudavali (115) 

Here the literary ornament known as anuprasa 
(alliteration) has been utilized to glorify Lord Gauranga. 
For more on anuprasa, see the purport by His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada to Caitanya- 
caritamrta adi 16.46. 

gaurango \ganitam gato guna-ganam glrvana-gotro gavam 
glanim gadhatamam gilan grha-rucir gandhara-glter guruh 
ganjan gotrasamam gajam gatiruca gambhlryato gonidhim 
gangeyam guru-gauravena gadato glhpaddhatim gahatam 

Gauranga is decorated with infinite qualities. He 
is the protector and deliverer of even the denizens 
of heaven. Having destroyed the guilt of the 
fourteen worlds, he exhibits a bodily luster similar 
to Sri Radhika. He is the acarya of the special type of 
musical raga named Gandhara. He defeats the gait 
of a huge elephant by his walking, the gravity of 
the ocean by the gravity of his behavior, and even 
a personality like Bhishma by his faith in his guru. 
May that Lord Gauranga appear on the pathway of 
these words of glorification. It 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the edition published by Sri 
Haridas Shastri. Kalidah. Vrindavan. Gaurabda 498. 
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Yoga Preaching 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I understand that you have started to firmly initiate a 
campus society, called OSU Yoga Society. It would have 
been better to name it as Bhakti Yoga Society, otherwise 
the society may be understood as one of the many 
yoga societies. Anyway, whatever the name may be, it 
does not matter. If you are successful in capturing the 
students for chanting in the auditorium, it will be a great 
success. (Letter to Hayagriva Das, 8 November 1968.) 

It is very nice that you shall speak at the yoga 
group program. Subala should read carefully that 
hatha-yoga as described in the Bhagavad-gita is very 
difficult in this age. The yoga system is approved, but 
nobody can follow the rules and regulations strictly, 
neither there is suitable place for executing it, and 
everyone is always full of anxiety. So how can they 
concentrate? The best thing is to chant Hare Krishna, 
which is forced meditation. In this way make a nice 
speech, and conclude with declaring that the topmost 
yogi is he who surrenders to Krishna and worships 
Krishna with all thoughts, activities, and intelligence. 
(Letter to Brahmananda Das, 20 November 1968.) 

I am pleased to note that you have performed at 
certain yoga groups in the area, and already you are 
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making a nice dent in their maya as they are now 
preferring the maha-mantra to the chanting of om. 
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Actually, this chanting of om is also a bona fide form of 
meditation, but as we learn from Vedic literature and 
from Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the chanting of Hare 
Krishna is the prime benediction for this age, and it 
is the authoritatively recommended means of God- 
realization. (Letter to Gaurasundara Das, 2 August 1969.) 

So far as the road show and this yoga village are 
concerned, these things should be stopped. Simply 
perform our klrtana. If we divert our attention in this 
way, the whole thing will gradually deteriorate. All 
these things are nonsense inventions. Such inventing 
spirit will ruin our movement. People may come to see, 
some will become devotees, but such devotees will not 
stay because they are attracted by some show and not by 
the real thing or spiritual life according to the standard 
of Lord Chaitanya. Our standard is to have klrtana and 
start temples. What is this Road Show and Yoga Village? 
It will be another hippie edition. Gradually the Krishna 
Consciousness idea will evaporate — another change, 
another change, every day another change. Stop all this. 
Simply have klrtana , nothing else. Don’t manufacture 
ideas. (Letter to Sudama Das. 5 November 1972.) 

Sri Nimbarka Debates a Jain Monk 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakura Prabhupada 

It is said that one day a sannyasl from ajain sampradaya 
came to Mathura and invited all the learned scholars 
there to a debate on the scriptures. This Jain sannyasl 
scholar desired to conquer the entire country by proving 
the uselessness of Vedic religious principles. However, 
Nimbaditya, the vaisnava monk from Vaidurya Pattana, 
effortlessly refuted all the arguments put forward by the 
Jain sannyasl by quoting scriptural evidence. 

The Jain sannyasl , after being defeated, took shelter 
of the vaisnava acarya. The vaisnava acarya thus 
accepted him as a disciple and then instructed him 
in the true meaning of Vedic religious principles. 

It is said that after the scriptural debate commenced 
between the Jain sannyasl and the vaisnava acarya, it 
continued for a long while. Finally, realizing that the 
sun was about to set, the vaisnava acarya offered some 
remnants of Lord Vishnu to his guest, who had come to 
his ashram to gain relief from fatigue. Jain sannyasis are 
prohibited to eat anything in the evening or at night, 
so at first he refused to honor the prasada. Because of 
this, the vaisnava acarya climbed a neem tree and held 
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the sun above the horizon until the sannyasl could 
finish his meal. According to one rendition of the story, 
he climbed a neem tree and then invoked the Lord’s 
Sudarshan cakra in the sky. As the cakra was as effulgent 
as the sun, the sannyasl thought it to be the sun. 

Because he climbed a nimba (neem) tree and 
manifested the arka (sun), also known as aditya , he 
became known as Nimbarka, Nimbaditya and Nimba 
Vibhavasu. At some places he was known as Aruneya, 
Niyamananda and Haripriyacharya. Some people say 
that Nimbarka appeared in this world when Krishna’s 
great grandson Vajranabha was the king of Mathura. 

— Excerpts from pages 33-34. The Life and Teachings of the Four 
Vaishnava Acaryas. Translated by Bhumipati Das. Edited by 
Purnaprajna Das. Presented by Laxman Das and Sanmohini Devi 
Dasi. Published by Jai Nitai Press. Vrindavan. 2007. 

Without Serving Gaura’s Devotees 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Nityananda Prabhu is more merciful than 
Mahaprabhu. Unless you get the mercy of Nityananda 
Prabhu you cannot get the mercy of Mahaprabhu, 
and unless you get the mercy of Mahaprabhu you 
cannot approach Radha-Krishna. This is our process. 
Moreover, guru is the manifestation of Nityananda or 
Balaram, so guru is more merciful than Krishna. He is 
a devotee of Gaura, gaura-priya-jana — he is very dear 
to Gauranga Mahaprabhu. One who is a gaura-priya- 
jana is more merciful than Gaura. Srila Prabodhananda 
Saraswatipad has said this in Caitanya-candramrta (22): 

acarya dharmam paricarya visnum 
vicarya tirthani vicarya vedan 
vvna na gaura-priya-pada-sevam 
vedadi-dusprapa-padam vidanti 

Prabodhananda Saraswatipad says that you may 
strictly follow acarya-dharma , the principles of 
religious life; paricarya visnu , you may offer very 
opulent worship to the deity of Vishnu; vicarya 
tirthani , you may visit all the holy places of pilgrimage; 
vicarya vedan , you may study and become proficient in 
Vedic knowledge; whatever you may do, but vina na 
gaura-priya-padasevam vedadi-dusprapa-padam vidanti 

— without serving the lotus feet of a gaura-priya-jana , 
a dear devotee of Gauranga, you cannot attain prema. 
You cannot get prema merely by reading or acquiring 
Vedic knowledge. Only if you get the mercy of a gaura- 
priya-jana will everything be manifest before you, and 
you will get everything. Getting Krishna means getting 
everything, and Krishna is bound up by love or prema. 

2 





Sri {Krishna. {Kathamrita 'Sindu 


{Issue Three {Hundred {fifty Seven, {Pcyye — 3 


Krishna's city of Dwarka 


Mahaprabhu has given that prema freely. He gives 
freely that prema-bhakti which is very difficult even 
for Brahma to get. By serving the lotus feet of a dear 
devotee of Gaura you can get it. This is our process. 
Otherwise there is no possibility. You may do all the 
things described above, but you cannot get that prema 
without serving a dear devotee of Gaura. ftfr 

— From a lecture in the United Kingdom. 28 August 1991. 

Missing Out on Vrindavan 

From Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh 

Srila Rupa Goswami explains how a devotee who worships 
Krishna in a conjugal mood without the desire to attain the mood 
of a resident ofVrindavan eventually attains residence in Dwarka. 

riramsdm susthu kurvanyah vidhi-margena sevate 
kevalenaiva sa tada mahisitvam iyat pure 

“Whosoever enhances their desire to engage 
directly in conjugal love with Krishna but serves 
Krishna exclusively through the path of vidhi, after 
some time attains the position of a queen in Dwarka.” 
( Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh 1.2.303) 

Translation of Srila Jiva Goswami’s commentary: 
The term yah, “he who”, is masculine but is used here 


as a general term to denote both male and female. The 
phrase riramsdm kurvan, “harboring conjugal desire”, 
means that such a devotee has not adopted the mood of 
becoming a lady in Vraj a. The term susthu, “in an excellent 
manner”, means that one has developed a mood like a 
queen of Dwarka and has not touched the mood of a 
[Vrindavan-based] maid-servant of Krishna. The term 
vidhi-margena, “by the path of vidhi ”, means that one who 
has such a queen-like desire will attain this destination 
even if one worships the Lord using a meditation-mantra 
that focuses on him as the Lord of the Vrindavan gopis. 
What then to say if one meditates on him using a mantra 
that focuses on him as the Lord of the queens of Dwarka? 

The term kevalena, “exclusively”, means that 
such a devotee does not adopt the greed to come in 
contact with Vrindavan, its residents, etc. The term 
mahisitvam means that one becomes a follower of the 
queens in Dwarka. Thus, even when such a devotee 
performs avarana-puja [a devotional puja where the 
devotee worships the different associates of Krishna in 
various mandalas using the sacred ten-syllable mantra 
gopi-jana-vallabhaya svaha], one gives much respect 
to the queens of Dwarka. The term tada, “then”, 


Unknown artist. Nepali painting. 1775. 
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means after some time, unlike the raganuga path in which 
one attains results very quickly. [To be continued.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 

A Wheel for Krishna 

From Sri Keshava Kashmiri’s Krama-dipika (8.116) 

The following verse is composed in the style known as citra- 
kavya, which literally means, “picture-poem”. In this gender 
of Sanskrit poetry, which goes back at least 2,000 years, the 
verses are designed to be read in the form of a picture. When 
the reader lays out the syllables, or sometimes words, in the 
shape of the given picture, hidden meanings are found. 

Perhaps the most famous example of this style of poetry is 
Srila Rupa Goswamis Citra-kavitvani from his book Stava- 
mala. However there are examples of this style to be found in 
the literary traditions ofOdisha, South India, and other places 
on the Indian subcontinent. The following verse is in a sub¬ 
style of citra-kavya, known as cakra-bandha, wheel-shaped: 

yas cakramnija-keli-sadhanam adhisthana-sthito pi prabhur- 
dattam manmatha-satruna vana-krte vydvrtta-lokdrttikam 
dhatte dipta-navena sobhanam aghapetattamayam dhruvam 
vamde kdya-vimardanam vadha-krtam bhunjad-dyukamyddavam 

He is the one Lord who, although situated in 
his eternal spiritual position, for the protection 
of this material world takes up in his hands 
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Verse wheel constructed by Keshava Kashmiri 


the cakra (discus) given by the enemy of Cupid 
(Lord Shiva) and which is as brilliant as the sun. 
He is eternally free from sins and he accepts 
interactions with may a just to perform pastimes. 
He is indestructible, he destroys the demons who 
create upheavals in this world, and he controls 
even the heavenly planets. I offer my obeisances 
to that Krishna, born in the Yadu dynasty. V 

—Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Krama-dipika of Mahamahopadhyaya 
Kashmiri Keshava Bhatta with the commentary of Vidyavinoda Shri 
Govinda Bhattacharya. Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series. Edited by Devi Prasad 
Sharma. Printed at Vaidya Vilasa Press. Benares. 1917 A.D. 



Hidden inner signature by the author: 
krama-dlpikayam kesavena vrta — 

This krama-dipika was created by Keshava Kashmiri 



























tava kathdmrtam tapta-jivanam 

Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


W S n ^Krishna ^cdkcimritci 


Issue No. 358 Sri Armada Ekadasi 8 September 2015 Circulation 8,100 


bJO 


Sri Radhika’s Mood and Pastimes 
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Missing Out on Vrindavan 


Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh (1.2.303) 


Praying for Surrender to Radha 


Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati 


• A Flag for Radhika 


Srila Kavi Karnapura 






S Pj 







*J|l» k{. » lV/lf > t \i ( 




# S) 




«j**J 


Sri Radhika’s Mood and Pastimes 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sometimes Radharani would go out, Krishna would 
attack her, and she would fall down and say, “Krishna, 
don’t torture me in this way!” They would fall down, 
and Krishna would take the opportunity and kiss 
her. So, Radharani was very pleased, but superficially 
Krishna was the greatest rascal. So unless rascaldom is in 
Krishna, how could rascaldom be existent in the world? 
(Conversation with Bob Cohen, 27 February 1972.) 

Radharani is in anxiety that, “Krishna is not here. 
How will Krishna come?” The gopis are also in anxiety. 
The gopis are in such anxiety that when Krishna used 
to go to the forest for tending the cows, they were at 
home, thinking, “Krishna’s feet are so soft that we 
hesitate to take his feet on our breasts, but he is now 
walking in the forest! There are so many stones and 
thorns and they are giving pain to Krishna’s lotus feet.” 
Thinking like this, they would faint. Krishna is out of 
the village, they are at home thinking of Krishna, and 
they would faint. They had so much anxiety that they 
fainted, but that anxiety is for Krishna. (Lecture on 
Bhagavad-gfta y Hawaii, 7 February 1975.) 

The gopis were searching for Krishna and they saw him 
sitting in one place as four-handed Narayan. They said, 
“Oh, he is Narayana. We don’t care for him.” But they gave 
respect, “Oh, Narayan, namaskdrOy we offer our respects! 
But we want Krishna.” But when Radharani came, 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Krishna wanted to remain as Narayan, but he could not. 
Radharani’s desire was so strong that Krishna could 
not remain as Narayan. He became Krishna. (Lecture 
on Srimad Bhagavatam, 10 November 1970.) 

Radharani always thinks of herself as the lowest of the 
devotees. She always considers the other gopisto be better 
qualified to serve Krishna. For this reason in Vrindavan 
you’ll find that the devotees approach Radharani, because 
if Radharani advocates for someone in front of Krishna, 
they are very easily accepted. If Radharani is pleased, then 
she represents the devotee’s case that, “Here is a devotee. 
He’s better than me. Kindly accept his service, Krishna.” 
So Krishna cannot deny. (Lecture on Nectar of Devotion, 
Vrindavan, 23 October 1972.) 

Krishna’s childhood was spent at Vrindavan under 
the care of his foster father Nanda Maharaja. So when 
Krishna went to his real father, Vasudeva, at Dwarka, 
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Temple at the village Paitha, near Govardhan, where 
Krishna showed a four-armed form to the gopis 


and came back to Kurukshetra on the occasion of a 
solar eclipse. The inhabitants of Vrindavan, who were 
suffering too much out of separation from Krishna, 
came to see him. At that time his beloved Radharani 
was too much afflicted. She said, “Krishna, you are 
the same Krishna and I am the same Radharani. 
But the place is different, Kurukshetra. It is not 
Vrindavan. Therefore I wish that you come with me 
to Vrindavan and let us enjoy our previous life. (Press 
Conference, San Francisco, 4 July 1970.) f l# 

Missing Out on Vrindavan 

From Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh (1.2.303) 

Continuing from the previous Bindu y here are some 
further commentaries on the verse where Srila Rupa 
Goswami explains how a devotee who worships Krishna 
in a conjugal mood without the desire to attain the mood 
of a resident of Vrindavan eventually ends up in Dwarka. 

riramsam susthu kurvanyah vidhi-margena sevate 

kevalenaiva sa tada mahisltvam iydt pure 

Whosoever enhances their desire to engage 
directly in conjugal love with Krishna, but serves 
Krishna exclusively through the path of vidhi attains 
the position of a queen in Dwarka after some time. 
( Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh 1.2.303) 

Translation of Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti 
Thakur’s commentary: The term yah, “he who”, is 
masculine, but is used here as a general term to denote 
male as well as female. Even after the greed for the 
desire to enjoy directly with Krishna has manifested, 
if one does not give up practices against one’s mood, 
thinking them to be prescribed in scripture and hence 
unfit for being given up, then one ends up in Dwarka 
and attains the status of being an associate of the 
queens. This is specified in the current verse. 


The term kevalenaiva [kevalena eva] means such 
a devotee completely gives up [the path of raga]. 
It is not that such a devotee gives up only certain 
external aspects of raga-bhakti which are detrimental 
to one’s mood as a follower of the vraja-vasls , such as 
worshipping the queens, meditating on Dwarka, etc. 
Therefore the term “cva” has been added to u kevalena ’ 
to emphasize this fact. The Amara-kosa (3.2.204) says 
that when the term “kcvala” is given a declension [as 
it is given here in this verse] it implies ‘completeness’. 

Those who have a desire for tasting the madhurya-rasa 
of Radha and Krishna in Vrindavan, but are performing a 
practice of bhajana according to vidhi-marga consisting of 
chanting nyasa- mantras and performing mudras, etc., will 
not attain the service of Lord Rukminikanta in Dwarka, 
because they do not have that desire within them. But 
neither do they attain Radha Krishna in Vrindavan, 
since their bhajana practice was devoid of rdga-mdrga. 
Instead, they attain Radha Krishna in a section of 
Vrindavan named Golok where aisvarya-jnana suitable 
to their bhajana done according to vidhi-marga is 
prominent. They do not attain the Vrindavan full 
of pure madhurya-rasa. The fact that this Golok is a 
section of Vrindavan is specified by our master, the 
respected Sri Rupa Goswami, in his Stava-mala y in the 
verse describing the kidnapping of Nanda Maharaja: 

loko ramyah ko pi vrndatavito 
nasti kvaplty ahjasa bandhu-vargam 
vaikuntham yah susthu sandarsya bhuyo 
gostham ninye patu sa tv am mukundah 

Praying for Surrender to Radha 

From Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhih (141) 

radha-nama-sudha-rasam rasayitumjihvastu me vihvala 
padau tat-padakahkitasu caratam vrndatavi-vithisu 
tat-karmaiva karah karotu hrdayam tasyah padam dhyayatam 
tad-bhavotsavatah param bhavatu me tat-prana-nathe ratih 

May my tongue always remain extremely eager to 
taste the nectar of Sri Radhika’s name. May my feet 
always roam around in the pathways of the Vrindavan 
forest decorated with the marks of her feet. May 
my hands always engage in some service for her. 
May my heart meditate always on her feet. May my 
attachment for her beloved Krishna be only out of my 
multitude of devotional sentiments towards her. it 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 
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Indeed, there is no abode more delightful than 
Vrindavan. Therefore, after properly showing 
Vaikuntha to his dear friends, Mukunda bought them 
back again to Vrindavan. May that Mukunda protect 
you all! ( Astadasa-cchandah ) 

Here in this verse, Vaikuntha means Golok of 
Krishna. It is mentioned in the Srimad Bhagavatam that 
Krishna showed his friends the Krishna-Vaikuntha 
(Golok) to make them aware of the superiority of 
Vrindavan’s sweetness: 

darsayamasa lokam svam gopanam tamasah param 
te tu brahma-hradam nita magndh krsnena coddhrtah 

dadrsur brahmano lokam yatrakruro ’dhyagatpura 
nandadayas tu tam drstva paramananda-nirvrtah 

krsnam ca tatra cchandobhih stuyamanam suvismitah 

[Krishna] showed the gopas his own abode beyond 
the darkness of illusion. These gopas were taken by 
Krishna to the lake named Brahma Hrada, immersed 
in it, and then lifted back up again. Thus they saw 
the abode of the Supreme Brahman from the same 
location that Akrura had seen it previously. Nanda and 
others were extremely surprised and were overcome 
with supreme joy on seeing that abode where Krishna 
was being praised, surrounded by the personified 
Vedas. ( Srimad Bhagavatam 10.28.14,16,17) 

Here, the term brahmano lokam means Golok, the 
abode of the personified Supreme Brahman, Krishna. 
It does not mean the Vaikuntha of Lakshmi, because 
the term lokam svam , “his own abode”, has been 
used, and Lakshmi’s Vaikuntha does not have the 
quality of being Krishna’s Vaikuntha. Moreover, 
this verse says that Krishna was being worshiped 
by the personified Vedas. This is something that 
is impossible in Lakshmi’s Vaikuntha. Therefore, 
brahmano lokam here means Golok. This is also the 
explanation given in the Vaisnava-tosani commentary 
[on the Srimad Bhagavatam by Srila Jiva Goswami]. 
The Laghu-bhagavatamrta (1.5.498,502) describes: 

yat tu goloka-nama syat tac ca gokula-vaibhavam 
tad-atma-vaibhavatvam ca tasya tan-mahimonnateh 

That which is known as Golok is nothing but an opulent- 
expansion of Gokul (Vrindavan). Due to this superiority, it 
is described in the scriptures as having a higher position. 

In these verses [of Laghu-bhagavatamrta], the term tu, 
“nothing but”, is used to denote “separate excellence”. 
The abode named Golok is an opulent expansion of 
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Gokul, which in turn is renowned for its great madhurya, 
sweetness. The term tad-atma-vaibhavatvam implies that 
Golok is an opulent self-expansion of Gokul. How come? 
This is specified in the term tan-mahimonnateh , “due to 
it being more glorious”. The glories of Gokul are greater 
than that of Golok. This is described in the Patala-khanda 
of the Padma Parana: 

aho madhupuri dhanya vaikunthac ca gariyasi 
dinam ekam nivasena harau bhaktih prajayate 

Oh! Glorious is that Mathura-mandala, superior to 

the Vaikuntha [named Golok]. By staying here for a 

single day, devotion to Hari manifests within a person. 

(Padma Parana, quoted in Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.503) 

In this verse, the term “Vaikuntha” means 
“Golok”. This is because this verse is a proof [given 
by Srila Rupa Goswami to support the claim made 
in the previous verse]. 

[Translator’s Note: Now Srila Vishwanath 
Chakravarti Thakura returns back to discussing the 
original verse from the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhuh]. 

The term tada , “then”, means “after some time”, 
unlike the raganuga path in which one attains 
results very quickly. 

Translation of Sri Mukunda Goswami’s 
commentary: The term riramsam indicates a desire 
to enjoy with Nandanandan Krishna in order to give 
pleasure to him. By the term susthu kurvan it is indicated 
that such service [of giving him pleasure] is well 
performed through one’s siddha-deha , spiritual body. 
The term vidhi-margena means that one only serves 
Krishna through the sadhaka-deha , practitioner’s body. 

The term kevalena means that such a devotee serves 
[only] through the sadhaka-deha , for if there is even a 
slight mixture of raganuga then [instead of becoming 
an associate of a queen in Dwarka] one becomes an 
associate of a queen in Mathura. 

Thus, it is shown by this verse that even though 
one may have a particular desire, its attainment 
is only possible through a very specific [raganuga] 
sadhana practice. 

[Translator’s Note: Someone may ask, what is the 
proof that even after having a proper desire, attainment 
is only possible through a specific sadhana? Sri Mukunda 
Goswami quotes two verses in support.] 

Just like it is given in the Srimad Bhagavatam: 

yad-vanchaya srir lalanacarat tapo 
vihaya kaman su-ciram dhrta-vrata 
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For attaining this type of perfection, the goddess of 
fortune, Lakshmi, performed austerities for a long time, 
giving up all other desires [but could not attain it]. ( Srimad 
Bhagavatam 10.16.36) 

Also: vanchantiyad bhava-bhiyo munayo vayam ca 

[Uddhava said:] This mood of pure love is hankered 
after by those sages afraid of material existence and 
by us devotees. ( Srimad Bhagavatam 10.47.58) 

Through these examples, it is shown that in such 
cases, attainment of the goal [viz. pure conjugal love 
of Radha Krishna in Vrindavan] is not possible even 
if one has such a desire simply because the sadhana 
practice is not aligned with the raganuga path. V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 

A Flag for Radhika 

From Srila Kavi Kamapura’s 
Alankara-kaustubha (7.60) 

The following verse is composed in the style known as 
citra-kavya, which literally means , U picture-poem \ In this 
gender of Sanskrit poetry , which goes back at least 2,000 
years , the verses are designed to be read in the form of a 
picture. For more information on this style, see Bindu issue 
357. The following verse is in a sub-style of citra-kavya, 
known as pataka-bandha, flag-shaped: 
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rasatam sarasarambhe 
radha sararamadhavam 
varndhamara-rasadhard- 
bheram sarasatamsa-ra 


Flag Diagram 




Start from 1 and read each syllable till 16. 
Then trace back from 16 to 1. 


rasatam sarasarambhe — at the beautiful commencement 

of the rasa-lila. 

radha — Srimati Radharani. 

sa-ara-ramadhavam — along with Krishna, the husband 
of Ramadevi. 

vamdhamara — who causes the destruction of all 
material bondage. 

rasadhara-bhe — and who enjoys the splendor of rasa. 
aram — quickly went along with. 
sarasatamsa-ra — she who defeats the beauty of the 
greatest lotus flowers. 

Translation: At the beautiful commencement of 
the rasa-lila , Srimati Radharani, the gopi who defeats 
the beauty of the greatest of lotus flowers, quickly 
went along with Krishna, the husband of Ramadevi, 
who causes the destruction of all material bondage 
and who enjoys the splendor of rasa. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Alankara-kaustubha of Srila 
Kavi Karnapura Goswami with the commentary of Sri Lokanatha 
Goswami. Edited by Shivaprasad Bhattacharya. Varendra Research 
Society. Rajshahi, Bengal. December 1926. 
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Our Contribution 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

So far I am concerned, I don’t take any credit, but I 
am confident that because I am presenting the Vedic 
knowledge as it is, without any adulteration, it is 
being effective. That is my contribution. Just like if 
you have got a right medicine and if you administer 
to a patient, you must be sure that he’ll be cured. 
(Conversation with Prof. Kotovsky, 22 June 1971.) 

We are giving a unique contribution with this book; 
a book which tells of the activities of God. There is no 
other book that has been authoritatively presented 
to the western world up till this time that has given 
so high a contribution. If persons will simply read 
this book or even look at the many pictures within, 
then this alone will bring immense spiritual benefit to 
their lives. (Letter to Shyamsundar Das, 31 July 1969.) 

That is our contribution, Krishna consciousness. 
The whole world is plunged into darkness. They do 
not know what is life and what is the aim of life. That 
is a fact. Periodically they manufacture some ideas, 
and people will follow, and then it is failure, and 
again another revolution. The Russian philosophy is 
that periodically a revolution is required. That is also 
true to some extent. But why revolution? Take to the 
standard! They do not know what is the standard. 
(Conversation with Yogi Amrit Desai, 2 January 1977.) 

That is our contribution. Nobody before me 
could introduce this deity worship in the Western 
countries, sn-vigraharddhana-nitya-nana , and large- 
scale distribution of Indian cultural traditions. This 
is a new contribution. (Conversation, 27 May 1977.) 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The world is in a very precarious condition simply for 
lack of God consciousness. This should be our point of 
stressing, that we should revive this emphasis on God- 
consciousness everywhere in the world. That will be 
our contribution. (Letter to Jagadish Das, 2 May 1972.) 

It takes some time, but if we stick to our principles and 
do not make any compromise, and push on in this way 
as I have given you instruction, it will never stop; it will 
go on. At least for ten thousand years it will go on. This 
movement is meant for these fourth class, fifth class, 
tenth class men. It is not that this movement is fourth 
class or fifth class. They are so fallen that they cannot be 
counted even as third or fourth class — they are tenth 
class of men. Deliver them. Patita-pdvana-hetu tava avatar a 
— Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s incarnation is for delivering 
these classes of men. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu never 
meant to start this movement for high class Brahmins, 
sages, or saintly persons — no. It was for all of the fallen. 
In Kali-yuga, everyone is fallen. Don’t be disappointed. 
Go on, go on. (Conversation, 21 June 1976.) f l#" 

Fifteen Essential Truths 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakura’s 
Bhagavatamrta-kanika 

Brhad-bhagavatamrta extracts the essential nectar 
from Srimad Bhagavatam. The Laghu-bhagavatamrta 
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condenses that nectar further. This composition 
further condenses the nectarean teachings of the Laghu- 
bhagavatamrta in fifteen short points. It was composed by 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakurafor those who want to 
know the essential conclusions of the Laghu-bhagavatamrta 
but have not studied Sanskrit grammar in detail It can be easily 
memorized so that one always has a correct idea of the essential 
teachings of Srila Rupa Goswami. 

1) As delineated in the SriBrhad-bhagavatamrta and 
Sri Laghu-bhagavatamrta , the topmost personality of 
Godhead, with the greatest opulence and sweetness 
and who does not require support from any other 
form, is Sri Krishna, also known as svayam-rupah. 

2) Those forms of the Lord who have almost the same 
opulence, such as the Lord of Vaikuntha, are known 
as his vilasa expansions. The forms such as Matsya and 
Kurma, who have still lesser opulence, are known as 
the svamsa expansions of the vilasa expansions. 

3) Wherever a particular energy of the Lord 
manifests in a jiva, such as in the case of Vyasadeva, 
that jiva becomes known as a saktyavesa expansion. 

4) Those expansions of the Lord that descend into 
this world are of three types — those responsible for 
the creation, purusavataras , those that control the 
material modes, gunavataras, and those that perform 
various pastimes, lilavataras. 

5) The first purusdvatdra is the creator of the sum 
total of all material elements. He is an expansion of 
Lord Sankarshan who lies down on the Karana Ocean 
and is the Lord of the material energy. The second 
purusdvatdra is the expansion of Lord Pradyumna 
who lies down on the Garbhodak Ocean, who is the 
supersoul of the entire creation, and who is the creator 
of Lord Brahma. The third purusdvatdra is the expansion 
of Lord Aniruddha who lies down on the Kshirodak 
Ocean and who is the supersoul of each atom. 

6) Now the gunavataras. The gunavatara who maintains 
the universe through the mood of goodness is Lord 
Vishnu, the Lord residing on the Kshirodak Ocean. 

Through the mode of passion the expansion named 
Brahma creates the material world. Brahma is born 
from the lotus arising from the navel of the second 
purusdvatdra lying down on the Garbhodak Ocean. 
In some ages, a sufficiently pious soul takes the 
position of Brahma. In that case, Brahma is known 
as a saktyavesa expansion due to the Lord’s creative 
energy being present with that soul. In any case, due 
to being in constant contact with the mode of passion 
Brahma is never equal to Vishnu. In some ages, though, 
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Vishnu himself takes the position of Brahma. This is 
just like when sometimes Vishnu as Yajna takes up the 
position of Indra. In all these cases, there is equality 
between Vishnu and Brahma/lndra. The entire universal 
manifestation from the lowest planet up to the highest 
is the gross manifestation of Brahma’s body and is also 
known as Brahma. The tiny soul who usually occupies the 
position of the creator is also known as Hiranyagarbha 
or Brahma. The supersoul of Brahma is the second 
purusdvatdra who lies down on the Garbhodak ocean. 

Through the mode of ignorance (tamo guna) Shiva is 
the destroyer. Brahma born out of the lotus, who has 
the universe as his gross form and Hiranyagarbha as 
his subtle form, is the creator of this universe. Brahma 
is [in most kalpas ] the Lord himself. In some kalpas he is 
a jiva. However, Sadashiva (the original manifestation of 
Lord Shiva in his eternal Kailash abode) is without the 
influence of any material modes and is a vilasa expansion 
of Krishna. This Sadashiva is the origin of the Shiva of this 
material world. Therefore, he (Sadashiva) is superior to 
Lord Brahma and is similar to Lord Vishnu and belongs 
to a different category from the jivas y because the jivas 
are subject to control by the material modes. 

7) The lilavataras are the four Kumaras, Narada, 
Varaha, Matsya, Yajna, Nara-Narayan, Kapil, Dattatreya, 
Hayagriva, Hamsa, Prishnigarbha, Rishabha, Prithu, 
Nrsimha, Kurma, Dhanvantari, Mohini, Vaman, 
Parashuram, Rama, Vyasadev, Balaram, Krishna, 
Buddha, Kalki, etc. They appear once in every kalpa. 

8) Now the manvantar avatar as — Yajna, Vibhu, 
Satyasen, Hari, Vaikunth, Ajit, Vaman, Sarvabhauma, 
Rishabha, Vishvaksen, Dharmasetu, Sudama, 
Yogeshwar and Brhadbhanu [who appear in every 
manvantara]. 

9) Now the yugavataras — sukla (white), rakta (red), 
syama (dark) and krsna (black). 

[Translator’s Note: In his writings, Srila Jiva 
Goswami usually interprets the last one as akrsna 
(golden-colored Lord Chaitanya)]. 

10) [Another method of categorization]: Among all 
these, some are avesa expansions, some are prabhava 
expansions, some are vaibhava expansions and some 
are paravastha expansions. 

[Translator’s Note: Avesa is an expansion in which 
Krishna has invested a particular aspect of his energies 
in a jiva. For example, Krishna’s bhakti energy is 
invested in Narada. Paravastha is when the Lord himself 
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Nrsimha is a lllavatara 

comes to the earth, i.e. Krishna himself is paravastha. 
Prabhava and Vaibhava are expansions who have lesser 
potencies than Krishna. Vaibhava exhibits higher 
potencies than Prabhava, but both of them are lesser 
than the original paravastha, Krishna.] 

11) The avesa expansions are the Kumaras, Narada, 
and Prithu. The prabhava expansions are Mohini, 
Dhanvantari, Hamsa, Vyasadev, Dattatreya, and Shukla, 
etc. The vaibhava expansions exhibit energies superior to 
what is exhibited by the prabhava expansions, and they 
are Matsya, Kurma, Nara-Narayan, Varaha, Hayashirsha, 
Prishnigarbha, Balaram, and Yajna. Carrying even 
more energies are the paravastha expansions such as, in 
increasing order of energies manifested, Nrsimha, Rama, 
and Krishna. Lord Krishna is the Supreme Lord himself 
and no other form can surpass him. 

12) The four abodes of Krishna, in decreasing order 
of superiority are Vraja, Mathura, Dwarka and Goloka. 
Krishna is described as most complete in Vraja, and the 
same can be said of his family members and Baladeva. 
In Mathura he is described as more complete. In 
Dwarka, along with Pradyumna, Aniruddha, and family 
members, he is described as complete. In Goloka he 
can also be described as complete, for his pastimes in 
Goloka somewhat resemble the pastimes in Vraja. In 
these four abodes there is decreasing manifestation of 
sweetness and increasing manifestation of opulence. 

13) The river Viraja contains many millions and 
millions of universes emanated from the pores of 
Mahavishnu. Above the border of the Viraja is the 
great spiritual world ( maha-vaikuntha-loka ). In its upper 
section is Goloka. There, Krishna, the Lord of Goloka 
and the performer of transcendental pastimes, resides 
along with his eternal family. The supersoul of the 
spiritual world, Vaikunthanath, is the vilasa expansion 
of Krishna, and Brahman is an impersonal feature 
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of this expansion. The immediate second expansion 
of Krishna, the Lord of Goloka, is Baladev. Baladev’s 
vilasa expansion in maha-vaikuntha is Lord Sankarshan. 
Sankarshan partly manifests as Karanodakashayi 
Vishnu in the material world. The vilasa expansion of 
Karanodakashayi Vishnu is Garbhodakashayi Vishnu, 
who is the supersoul of the universe and a part of Lord 
Pradyumna. The vilasa expansion of Garbhodakashayi 
Vishnu is Kshirodakashayi Vishnu who is a part of Lord 
Aniruddha. The incarnations in the material world 
such as Matsya, Kurma, etc., are all vilasa expansions 
of Garbhodakashayi Vishnu. 

14) The sweetness increases sequentially in Dwarka, 
Mathura and Vrindavan due to the sequential increase 
of human-like pastimes in these places. These pastimes 
are of two types, manifest ( prakata) and unmanifest 
(aprakata). Krishna’s unlimited pastimes that take place 
with his various associates simultaneously as an infant, 
child, adolescent and youth are carried out through 
Krishna’s unlimited prakasa expansions in the spiritual 
world, and there they are known as aprakata pastimes. 
When these pastimes become manifest in a particular 
universe by a particular prakasa manifestation they are 
known as prakata pastimes. The pastimes of arrival and 
departure from Vrindavan, Mathura and Dwarka are a 
special feature of the prakata pastimes only. 

The prakata pastimes beginning from Krishna’s birth 
and ending with the pastimes of the Yadus killing each 
other are manifested in sequence in each universe. 
The same Vrindavan, the same Mathura, and the same 
Dwarka are seen by the residents of the unlimited 
universes staying in the country known as Bharat in those 
universes. This is just like the sun situated in the universe 
manifests morning in one place, and when it is no longer 
morning in that place it then manifests morning in 
another place. In some places, the sun does not manifest 
a particular aspect [such as during an eclipse or when 
covered by a cloud]. In a similar way, Krishna situated 
in his eternal abode (Goloka) manifests his pastimes 
beginning from childhood in a particular universe and 
in some other universe he does not manifest them [but 
another incarnation appears]. In the prakata pastimes, the 
pastimes of childhood, Krishna’s birth, etc., are eternal 
[because they are always going on in some universe] 
and they are full of knowledge and bliss, but the ending 
pastimes such as the fratricidal war amongst the Yadus 
and the kidnapping of the queens of Dwarka are illusions 
created to hide the eternal nature of the other authentic 
pastimes [and to make Krishna appear a mere mortal to 
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the atheists]. These pastimes have not been accepted as 
true and worshipable by exalted personalities. 

Even in the prakata pastimes, only a few associates of 
Krishna are able to see the true jewel-studded form of 
Vrindavan while others do not. This is due to the desire 
of Krishna. When the prakata pastimes in a universe end, 
some individuals by the strength of their devotional 
practices, and due to their extreme eagerness, are 
able to see these pastimes as if they are currently 
manifesting. Here too, their eagerness according to 
their respective desire should be understood to be the 
cause of them seeing such pastimes. 

Thus, among all forms of Krishna, Vrajendranandana 
is the topmost, and among all abodes of Krishna, 
Gokula is the topmost. There are four types of 
madhuri, sweetness, that exist exclusively in Vraja 
eternally — prema-madhurya , sweetness of conjugal 
love, lila-madhurya, sweetness of the pastimes, venu- 
madhurya, sweetness of the flute, and sri-vigraha- 
madhurya, sweetness of Krishna’s beautiful form. 

15) Now the primary devotees of the Lord: 

markandeyo mbarisas ca vasur vyaso vibhisanah 
pundariko balih sambhuh prahlado viduro dhruvah 
dalbhyah parasaro bhismo naradadyas ca vaisnavaih 
sevyo harir ami sevya no ced agah par am bhavet 

Just like Hari is worshiped by devotees such as 
Markandeya, Ambarish, Vasu, Vyasadev, Vibhishan, 
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Pundarik, Bali, Shambhu, Prahlad, Vidura, Dhruva, 
Dalbhya, Parashar, Bhishma, Narada, etc., similarly, these 
devotees are also worshipable for us. Not worshiping 
them becomes the cause of the topmost disaster. 

Among all these devotees, Prahlada is the greatest. 
The Pandavas are greater than him. Some Yadavas 
are greater than them. Uddhava is better than those 
Yadavas. The damsels of Vraja are even better. And 
Sri Radhika is the best of them all. 


anadhita-vyakaranas carana-pravano barerjanoyasmat 
bhagavatamrta-kanika mani-kaheanam ivanusyuta 

Those who have not studied Sanskrit grammar 
but are devoted to the feet of Hari, for them this 
Bhagavatamrta-kanika has been written. It is written 
according to the mani-kancana-nyaya. 

[Translator’s Note: mani-kancana-nyaya refers to the 
maxim of the pearl and gold. A necklace made only out of 
pearls looks very nice. A necklace made only out of gold 
also looks very nice. However, when a necklace is made 
combining both pearls and gold, its looks are beyond 
comparison. Thus, when two excellent objects combine 
to generate an extremely superior phenomenon, such 
combination is described as mani-kancana-nyaya. Thus, 
the author is stating that those who are devoted to Hari 
are glorious, like pearls, and that this composition of his, 
since it is based on the works of the previous acharyas, is 
also glorious, like gold. When the eager devotees come 
into contact with this composition, the combination is 
exceedingly glorious.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available 
at Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com) 
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Importance of Higher Association 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

A neophyte and an intermediate devotee should 
always be eager to hear from the maha-bhagavata 
and serve him in every respect. The neophyte and 
intermediate devotees can gradually rise to the 
platform of uttama-adhikan and become first-class 
devotees. (Purport to Cc. madhya 16.74.) 

The second-class devotee, even though he 
cannot support his position with sastric reference, 
can gradually become a first-class devotee by 
studying the sastras and associating with a 
first-class devotee. However, if the second-class 
devotee does not advance himself by associating 
with a first-class devotee, he makes no progress. 

There is no possibility that a first-class devotee 
will fall down, even though he may mix with non¬ 
devotees to preach. Conviction and faith gradually 
increase to make one an uttama-adhikan , a first- His Divine Grace 

class devotee. (Purport to Cc. madhya 22.71) 'It' A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
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Notes On The Bhagavata 


Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

“Notes on the Bhagavata” was compiled hy Thakur 
Bhaktivinode in English. The following excerpts appear 
in the sub-section entitled “The Fruitless Reader and the 
Shallow Critic 1 ’. 

1. We love to read a book that we never read 
before. We are anxious to gather whatever 
information is contained in it, but after such 
acquirement our curiosity stops. This mode of 
study prevails amongst a great number of readers 
who are great men in their own estimation as well 
as in the estimation of those who are of their own 
stamp. In fact, most readers are mere repositories 
of facts and statements made by other people. But 
this is not study. The student is to read the facts 
with a view to create, and not with the object of 
fruitless retention. 

2. Students, like satellites, should reflect whatever 
light they receive from authors and not imprison 
the facts and thoughts.... Thought is progressive. 
The author’s thought must have progress in the 
reader in the shape of correction or development. 
He is the best critic who can show the further 
development of an old thought, but a mere 
denouncer is the enemy of progress. V 

— Found in the Vaisnava Folio Archives. Compiled by Sri Narasingha 
Caitanya Matha. No date. 


Respect To All 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

One should be very, very careful. One should 
consider everyone to be a vaisnava but oneself — 
“I am not a vaisnava .” 

trnad api su-nicena taror iva sahisnuna 
amanina mana-dena kirtaniyah sada harih 

One who thinks himself lower than grass, who is more 
tolerant than a tree, and who does not expect personal 
honor but is always prepared to give all respect to 
others, can very easily always chant the holy name 
of the Lord. [Siksastaka 3.] 

This is Mahaprabhu’s teaching. One should think, 
“All are superior to me, all are greater than me. I am 
the lowest of the low.” We should think, “Everyone is 
a vaisnava except me. I am not a vaisnava. 11 One who 
has developed krsna-prema thinks: 


Fire of Separation 

Srila Rupa Goswami’s 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 3.3.116 

aghasyajatharanalat phani-hradasya ca ksvedato 
davasya kavalad api tvam avitatra yesam abhuh 
itas tritayato py atiprakata-ghora-dhati-dharat 
katham na viraha-jvarad avasitan sakhin adya nah 

[The cowherd boys address Krishna:] You 
protected us, your friends, from the digestive fire of 
the demon Agha’s stomach, from the fierce poison 
of the serpent Kaliya, and even from the consuming 
destruction of the forest fire. Then how come you 
don’t protect us now from the burning pain of 
separation from you, which is an even greater and 
more terrible assault than were these three? 

— Translated by David L. Haberman. The Bhaktirasdmrtasindhu 
of Rupa Gosvdmin. Indira Gandhi National Centre for the 
Arts. New Delhi. 2003. 
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The wonderful land ofVrindavan 



premera svabhava — yahan premera samhandha 
sei mane — ‘krsne mora nahi prema-gandha 

Wherever there is a relationship of love of 
Godhead, its natural symptom is that the devotee 
does not think himself a devotee. Instead, he 
always thinks that he has not even a drop of love 
for Krishna. [Cc. antya 20.28.] 

Such a devotee says, “I have no touch of prema 
at all. I am such a rascal, such a stupid fellow. 
I am fallen and most degraded. I have not 
developed prema at all. I have no touch of prema ” 
Kaviraj Goswami says, uttama hand apanake mane 
trnadhama — “[The symptom of one who chants 
the Hare Krishna maha-mantra is that] although 
he is very exalted, he thinks himself lower than 
the grass on the ground.” [Cc. antya 20.22.] H 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar. 25 September 1993. 

When Will I go to Vrindavan? 

The medieval Gaudiya poet 
Sri Radhamohan Das 

(Gurjari-raga) 

kabe prabhura anugraha haba 
visaya-vdsana-pasa kabe mora habe nasa 

kabe ami vrndavane yaba 
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(Refrain) When will the Lord be merciful to me? 
When will the noose of material desires around my 
neck be cut? When will I go to Vrindavan? 

e samsare duhkha-phala se anande maha-bala 

janiyayaiba sei sthane 

saba duhkha palaibe gadagadi diba yabe 

rdsa-sthallyamund-puline 

The material world bears suffering as its only 
fruit. I shall go to a place where I know there is 
only intense bliss. Then all material sufferings 
will flee far away. I will go to the rasa-dance 
arena on the Yamuna’s banks. There I will roll 
on the ground. 

krsna-murti govardhana maha-bhagya darasana 

mora kiye habe hena karma 

krsnera radhikayaiche sri kunda tahara taiche 

kaya mane kabe habe marma 
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kunda-yuge srxarxa kari sex kharxe yadi mari 

tabe bujhi mora haye gati 

txxmx prabhu dayamaya e radha-mohana kaya 

siddha kara ex ta kakuti 

I know the destination I will attain if I bathe in 
those two kundas (Radha Kund and Shyama Kund) 
and die in the place around them. Radhamohan Das 
says, “0 Lord, You are very merciful. Please fulfill 
these pleading words of mine.” V 
Bibliography 

— Songs of the Vaisnava Acaryas. Collected and translated by Sri 
Kusakratha Das. Unpublished. 

— Vaisnava Padavall Compiled by Hare Krishna Mukopadhyaya. 
Sahitya Samsad. Calcutta. 1980. 


The Ant and the Moon 

From the Subhasita-ratna-bhandagara 

assajjarxah sajjana-sarxgi-sarxgdt 
karoti duhsadhyam apxha sadhyam 
puspasrayac chambu-siro ‘dirudha 
pipxlika cumbati carxdra-bimbam 

By the association of great souls, even a rascal can 
achieve the impossible, just as an ant in association 
with a flower on the hair of Lord Shiva can perform 
the feat of touching the moon. V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Subhasita-ratna-bhandagaram. 
6 th Edition, page 91, verse 25 ( sat-sahgati-prasarhsa ). Selected and 
arranged by Kashinatha Panduranga Parab. Revised by Wasudev 
Laxman Sastri Pansikar. Published at the Nirnay Sagar Press, 
Bombay. 1929 A.D. 
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If I become fortunate I will see the deity of 
Krishna on Govardhan Hill. Will I be able to do 
that? When will my body, mind, and heart run to 
Radha Kund and Shyama Kund? f"| 
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Avoid Niyamagraha 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Niyamagraha means simply sticking to the rituals. 
In our Hindu religion people are advised to observe 
certain ceremonies. In every religion the same system 
is there. They go to the temple, you go to church, and 
the Mohammedans, they go to mosque, and similarly 
there are different systems, but if one is simply sticking 
to the system without seeing, “How much progress I am 
making in my life?” then it is waste of time. That is called 
niyamagraha.,, simply observing the rules. Niyamagraha 
also means that you should not neglect the rules. You 
should not neglect the rules and regulations; at the same 
time you should not stick excessively to the rules and 
regulations. (Lecture in New York on 28 March 1966.) 

Niyamagraha means to stick too much to the rules 
and regulations. Suppose that in your faith or in my 
faith there are certain rules and regulations to be 
observed. Now if I go to some other place where the 
rules and regulations cannot be strictly observed and 
I still want to observe such rules and regulations, 
then my main business will suffer. So we should not 
stick too much to the rules and regulations. Rather, 
we should focus on our main business. 

Just like, I am an Indian sannyasi and I have come to 
your country. There are many rules and regulations in 
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His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada performing parikrama in Vrindavan with disciples. 


India which are different from your rules and regu¬ 
lations. If I stick to the rules and regulations of Indian 
conception, then it is impossible to remain here. I have 
to propagate this mission, Krishna consciousness. 
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I am not so attached to the rules and regulations. I am 
attached to the preaching work. So this niyamagraha 
is also against Krishna consciousness. 

Niyamagraha also means that when you are in a 
convenient position you do not observe the rules and 
regulations. That is also against Krishna consciousness. 
(Lecture in New York on 8 August 1966.) 

Niyamagraha means not accepting the rules and 
regulations. Another meaning of niyamagraha is to 
blindly follow the rules and regulations without knowing 
why. (Lecture in Los Angeles on 12 June 1972.) 10 



Only Radharani Truly Enjoys 


immersed in pleasing Krishna, taking the Tamal tree 
in her arms. How eager she is! It is also further said: 

anukula-vate yadi pay a mora gandha 
udiya padite cake , preme hay a andha 

tambula-carvitayabe kare asvadane 
ananda-samudre dube, kichui najane 

amara sangame radha pay aye ananda 
sata-mukhe bali, tabu na pai tdra anta 

When a favorable breeze carries the fragrance of my body, 
she is blinded by love and tries to fly into that breeze. 
When she tastes the betel chewed by me, she merges into 
an ocean of joy and forgets everything else. Even with 
hundreds of mouths, I cannot express the transcendental 
pleasure she derives from my association. (Cc. adi. 4.253) 

Krishna says that only Radharani gets all these 
things and no one else. We cannot become Radha. 
We are ordinary persons. This is transcendental love, 
which cannot be expressed by material words. 0 

— From a lecture, Bhubaneswar, 1989. 

Praying after Japa 

From the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (8.426-440) 

arpitam tarn ca sancintya svlkrtam prabhunakhilam 
punah stutvayatha-saktih pranamya prarthayed idam 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Love for Krishna is only with Radharani. You can 
never find such love even in the society of gopis. 
Therefore only Radharani enjoys: 

ei prema-dvare nitya radhika ekali 

amara madhuryamrta asvade sakali (Cc. adi. 4.139) 

Only Radhika completely tastes the ever fresh and 
new beauty of Krishna. No one else can do it. We 
cannot become Radha. We are maidservants, servant 
of the servant of the servant of Radharani or Krishna. 
Krishna thinks, “How eager Radharani is to enjoy my 
beauty!” Therefore he says: 

paraspara venu-glte haraye cetana 
mora bhrame tamalere kare alingana 

The flutelike murmur of the bamboos rubbing against 
one another steals Radharani’s consciousness, for she 
thinks it to be the sound of my flute. And she embraces 
a Tamal tree, mistaking it for me. (Cc. adi. 4.251) 

She embraces a Tamal tree, mistaking it for Krishna, 
and thinks, “I have gotten the embrace of Sri Krishna 
and now my life is fulfilled.” Thus she remains 

a 


[After having chanted one’s japa, one should 
mentally offer it to the Lord.] Having thus offered 
one’s japa, one should mentally think that the Lord has 
accepted it. Thereafter, one should again offer prayers 

The Transformed Debauchee 

From the Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhuh (4.7.3) 

pandityam rata-hindakadhvani gatoyah kama-diksa-vrati 
kurvan purvam asesa-sidga-nagarisdmrdjya-caryam abhut 
citram so yam udxrayan hari-gunan udbaspa-drstir jano 
drste strl-vadane vikunita-mukho vistabhya nisthivati 

[This particular person] had attained great 
expertise in the ways of lust. He was earlier initiated 
into the rituals of lust and roamed about as an 
unrestrained debauchee in the unlimited alleyways 
of sex pleasure. How surprising that now that same 
person loudly sings the glories of Krishna, with his 
eyes full of tears, and if he happens to see the face 
of a woman [and thinks of sex] his face curls with 
disgust and he spits [at the thought]. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
the Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. 
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Moreover, whatever inauspicious acts have been 
performed by me knowingly or unknowingly, kindly 
forgive all those acts and accept me as your servant. (430) 

sthitih seva gatiryatra smrtis cinta stutir vacah 
bhuyat sarvatmana visno madly am tvayi cestitam 

0 Vishnu! Whether it be staying idle, being 
active, traveling, performing service to others, 
remembering, considering, praising or speaking — let 
all my acts always find refuge in you. (431) 

api ca— 

krsna rama mukunda vamana vasudevajagad-guro 
matsya kacchapa narasimha varaha raghava pahi mam 

deva-danava-naradadi-vandya daya-nidhe 
devakl-suta dehi me tava pada-bhaktim acahcalam 

One should also pray: “0 Krishna! Balaram! Mukunda! 
Vaman! Vasudev! Jagadguru! Matsya! Kacchapa! 
Nrisimha! Varaha! Raghava! Please protect me! 0 Lord 
who is praised by demigods, demons and sages such 
as Narada! 0 ocean of mercy! 0 son of Devaki! Please 
grant me unflinching devotion to your feet.” (432 - 433) 

srl-visnu-purane- 

nathayoni-sahasresuyesuyesu vragamy aham 
tesu tesv acyuta bhaktir acyute stu sada tvayi 


Bhakti 
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Rupa and Sanatan Goswamis chant japa 

according to one’s capacity and then one should offer 
obeisances and recite the following verses. (426) 
agame— 

mantra-hlnam kriya-hlnam bhakti-hlnamjanardana 
yat pujitam may a dev a paripurnam tad astu me 

From the agama literature: Oh Lord! Whatever 
worship was performed by me, if it was devoid of 
proper mantras , rituals or devotion, then, 0 Janardan, 
please let it be complete! (427) 
kim ca— 

yad dattam bhakti-matrena patram puspam phalamjalam 
aveditam nivedyam tu tad grhandnukampaya 

Whatever has been offered by me through the 
process of bhakti — leaves, flowers, fruits, water — 
please accept them by your causeless mercy! (428) 

vidhi-hlnam mantra-hlnam yat kiheid upapaditam 
kriya-mantra-vihlnam va tat sarvam ksantum arhasi 

If while offering such objects there has been any 
discrepancy in the rituals or in chanting the mantras 
or in both, then, 0 Lord, kindly excuse them! (429) 

kim ca— 

ajhanad athavajhanad asubhamyan may a krtam 
ksantum arhasi tat sarvam dasyenaiva grhana mam 
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yd prltir avivekanam visayesv anapayini 
tvam anusmaratah sa me hrdayan napasarpatu 

The Visnu Purdna (1.20.18-19) describes: 0 Lord! 
In each of the thousands of births in which I must 
wander in this world, please let me have unwavering 
devotion unto you, the infallible Lord. (434 - 435) 

pandava-gitayam - 
kxtesu paksisu mrgesu sarlsrpesu 
raksah-pisaca-manujesv apiyatra tatra 
jatasya me bhavatu kesava te prasadat 
tvayy eva bhaktir atulavyabhicarini ca 

The pandava-gfta describes: “Whether it be among 
insects, birds, animals, reptiles, demons, ghosts or 
humans, wherever I am born, may it be, 0 Keshava, 
that by your mercy I receive undeviating and 
incomparable devotion to you.” (436) 

padme — 

yuvatmam yatha yuni yunam ca yuvatau yatha 
mono ’bhiramate tadvan mano ’bhiramatam tvayi 

The Padma Purdna describes: “Just as the minds of 
young boys are absorbed in thoughts of young girls 
and the minds of young girls are absorbed in the 
thoughts of young boys, similarly, 0 Lord, may my 
mind be absorbed in you!” (437) 

athaparadha-ksamapanam 

tato paradhan sn-krsnam ksama-silam ksamapayet 

sakaku kxrtayan slokan uttaman sampradayikan r--| 
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[Now, begging for forgiveness:] Thereafter, one 
should approach the deity of merciful Krishna and 
confess one’s aparadhas. Then, in an imploring voice, 
one should recite prayers for forgiveness as received 
in one’s sampradaya. (438) 

tatha hi— 

aparadha-sahasrani kriyante ’harnisam maya 

daso 7 ham iti mam matva ksamasva madhusudana 

[An example of such a prayer:] 0 Madhusudan! 
Thousands of offences are committed by me day 
and night. Considering me as your servant, please 
forgive me. (439) 

kim ca— 

pratijha tava govinda na me bhaktah pranasyati 

iti samsmrtya samsmrtya pranan samdharayamy aham 

0 Govinda! You have vowed, “My devotee will 
never perish!” Remembering this vow again and 
again, I am somehow sustaining my life. (440) V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at the 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. 

The Fault of Fault-finders 

From the Niti-satakam (54) ofBhartrihari 

jadyam hnmati ganyate vrata-mcau dambhah sucau kaitavam 
sure nirghrnata munau vimatita dainyam priyalapini 

tejasviny avaliptata mukharata vaktary asaktih sthire 
tat ko nama guno bhavet sa guninamyo durjanair nankitah 

[Some people have a way of finding faults in 
everyone:] They perceive gentle behavior as weakness 
of character, they see a strict follower of rituals or 
vows as a proud pretender, an honest person as a 
hypocrite, a brave person as cruel, an introvert as 
a fool, a sweet talker as a sychophant, an influential 
person as haughty, an extrovert as overly talkative, 
and a peaceful sage as incompetent of material 
progress. Name one good quality that these rascals 
have not maligned with their fault-finding! V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at the 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. 
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Observing Urja-vrata 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

In Vrindavan we shall have Urja-vrata for one 
month. You also could observe Urja-vrata here from 
the next Ekadasi , for one month. I have already 
instructed Karandhara to have a sky lamp and put 
a candle in the evening to the deity for one month. 
A small candle should be offered by each of you. 
(Departure talk, 5 October 1972.) 

Another name for Krishna is Damodar. The Radha- 
Damodar Temple is there in Vrindavan, and I was 
staying there. Still I have my two rooms there. So 
Damodar month will begin on the 18th of this October. 
So from that day we’ll observe Damodara-vrata for one 
month. The duty will be that in the evening you’ll 
each offer a small candle before the deity and chant 
the Damodardstakam. This will be our Damodara-vrata. 
(Lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam , 11 October 1974.) 1$ 

Tolerating Guru’s Discipline 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

It is the duty of the guru to inflict punishment on the 
disciple. The guru inflicts very severe discipline on the 

next column ^ 
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disciple and the disciple’s duty is to accept it gladly, 
ungrudgingly. Though the guru inflicts very severe 
discipline and punishment on his disciple, the disciple 
should not act in a way that will give distress to the guru. 

In his heart, the disciple always offers respects to the 
guru. He always remembers the instructions of guru. Don’t 
do anything that will give pain and displeasure to guru 
through your body, mind and speech, or through your 
life, through your wealth, through your intelligence, etc. 
One who follows this is a real disciple. He gets the mercy 
of guru and he gets the supreme perfection of life. 

— Excerpted from Vyasa-puja speech, 17 September 1993. 



Controlling the Urges 

Upadesamrta-bhasa of 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 


This is Srila Bhaktisiddhanta s poetic commentary on the 
first verse of Srila Rupa GoswamTs Upadesamrta. 

krsnetara katha vaga vega tanra noma 
kamera atrpte krodha-vega mano dhama 

Speaking topics other than Krishna constitutes the 
urge to speak. When material desires [and the other 
urges] are not satisfied, then the urge of anger takes 
shelter of the mind. 

susvadu bhojana-sllajihva-vega-dasa 
atirikta-bhoktayei udarete asa 

One who runs after tasty food is a slave of the 
urge of the tongue. One who consumes too much is 
affected by the urge of the belly. 


yositera bhrtya straina kamera kinkara 
upastha-vegera vese kandarpa-tatpara 

The person who has accepted the slavery of women 
and is attached to them is subservient to lust. Under 
the control of the urge of the genitals, such a person 
is ever eager to satisfy Cupid. 

ei chaya vega y arira vase sada ray a 
sejana gosvami kare prthivi vijaya 

One who has these six urges under control is known 
as a gosvami Such a person can win over the world. V 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Sri Upadesamrta. 7 th Edition. 
Published by Mayapur Sri Chaitanya Math. Nadia. West Bengal. 
Edited by Srila Bhaktivilas Tirtha Goswami Maharaja. 2009. 

Equal and Unequal Exchanges 

From Srila Kavi Kamapur’s 
Alankara-kaustubha (8.122 -124) 

The Alankara-kaustubha of Srila Kavi Karnapur is a 
composition dedicated to the topic ofomamental language in 
Sanskrit poetics. Almost all examples used in the composition 
are Radha-Krishna centric. It comprehensively presents all 
the various aspects of poetics, from defining poetry itself 
to explaining in detail the various types of ornamental 
language used , and to explaining hidden meanings in various 
poems. The three verses presented here give examples of 
the ornament known as parivrttih, exchange. A poetic 
description of an exchange of objects can elegantly impart 
information to the reader about the value of those objects. 

haradibhih santrutitair ntjangad 
vibhusayamasa patanga-putrlm 
tasyah sarojadibhir atmano ngam 
radhali-vargojala-keli-kale 

Damodara’s Greatest Love 

From Srila Rupa Goswami’s Padyavail (191) 

kell-kalasu kusala nagare murarer 
abhlra-nlraja-drsah kati va na santi 
radhe tvaya mahad akari tapoyad esa 
damodaras tvayi param paramanuragah 

[Radhika’s gopx friend says to her,] “In this 
village [of Vrindavan], Murari has many lotus¬ 
eyed damsels expert in the various arts of 
amorous love. Yet, I think that you have executed 
some great austerity [in your past life] because of 
which Damodar invests his greatest love in you.” 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available 
at the Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 
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Sri Sri Radha Krishna 


Translation: While sporting in her waters, 
Radhika’s friends decorated the Yamuna with 
ornaments such as necklaces that had fallen from 
their bodies, and in return accepted her flower 
decorations such as lotuses as their ornaments. 

[Translator’s Note: The gopis happily give their 
ornaments to the Yamuna and accept the river 
flowers in exchange as equal in value.] 

eka dadur nupura-nada-sobham 
any ah prayana-krama-mantharatvam 
abhira-bdld-kalahamsa-bdla 
samuhayoh kincana sakhyam dsit 

Translation: A particular type of friendship exists 
between the gopis and a herd of female swans. The 
former give the gift of the beauty of the sounds of 
their ankle bells to the latter, and the latter in return 
bestow the gift of a slow and graceful gait. 

[Translator’s Note: In many of their writings our 
deary as have compared the sound of the gopis ankle-bells 
to the singing of swans. For example, Srila Krishnadas 
Kaviraj Goswami writes in his Govinda-lilamrta (2.101): 

kalindi kalahamsali svadhyayadhyapakau tatha 
bhatas tat-padayor nyastau nupurau ratna-gopurau 

3 



Krishna decorates Radha's feet with anklebells 
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[Visakha] placed Radhika’s ankle bells, that are 
teaching the swans in the Yamuna how to coo, and 
that are called Ratna Gopura, on her feet. 

In this verse also, the author implies that the 
objects exchanged are of equal value, referred to 
as sama-parivrttih.] 

mano-ragam dattva carana-dala-rago mrgadrsas 
tvayadatto vaksah-sthalam alatiyah kaustubha iva 
rasam dattva nita tvad-adhara-puteneksanam asau 
samam tvad-vaidagdhyam tad-avayava-vaidagdhyam api ca 

Commentary by Srila Lokanath Goswami: he 

krsna! tvaya sviya-mano nuragam radhayai dattva mrga¬ 
drsas carana-sambandhy ahguli-dalanam yavaka-raga 
adatto jagrhe. alati bhusayati. evam tvad adhara-putena 
sviya-tambula-rasam tasya iksanaya dattva iksanasya kajjala- 
rupam asau sv ay amjagrhe. atas tad-vaidagdhyam tavadhara- 
rupavayava-vaidagdhyah canayoh samyam evajheyah. 

Translation (according to the commentary): [0 

Krishna!] Having given raga y the love within your 
mind, to the mind of the doe-eyed Radhika, you have 
taken raga y red-colored mahdvara , from her feet, and 
this rdga decorates and illuminates your chest exactly 
like the Kaustubha-jewel. Also, you have given the 
reddish betel-leaf rasa from your lips to her eyes [thus 
they appear red] and you have accepted the dark kajala 
from her eyes in turn as your bodily hue. Thus, the 
expertise of your lips and your self is exactly the same! 
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[Translator’s Note: In this verse, it is clear that 
Krishna accepts the objects received from Sri Radha 
as having a much higher value than the objects he 
has given to Sri Radhika. Thus, the last line says that 
Krishna’s lips and Krishna are very expert in making 
a profitable barter. This is an example of asama- 
parivrttih y the ornament of unequal exchange.] 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Alankara-kaustubha of Srila 
Kavi Karnapura Goswami with the commentary of Sri Lokanath 
Goswami. Edited by Shivaprasad Bhattacharya. Varendra Research 
Society. Rajshahi, Bengal. December 1926. 



I Meditate on Radha-Damodara 

From Srila Rupa Goswami’s Stava-mdla 

anga-syamalima-cchatabhir abhito mandlkrtendlvaram 
jadyamjaguda-rocisam vidadhatam pattambarasya sriya 
vrndaranya-vildsinam hrdi lasad-damabhiramodaram 
radh&skandha-nivesitojjvala-bhujam dhyayema damodaram 

I meditate on Lord Damodar, whose dark bodily 
luster diminishes the splendor of blue lotus flowers, 
whose brilliant golden yellow dhoti makes the 
effulgence of kuhkuma appear dull, who enjoys 
pastimes in the Vrindavan forest, on whose chest 
rests a brilliant garland of flowers, and whose 
splendid hand rests on the shoulder of Sri Radha. 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at the 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com). 
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Praising Guru is not Enough 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

You can eulogize your Guru Maharaja, but you 
have to learn it and face the public and be strong to 
defend yourself. That is success. Not just by praising 
your Guru Maharaja. That is not very difficult. Be 
victorious with the opposing elements. Then you will 
actually glorify your Guru Maharaja nicely. At home, 
you can praise your Guru Maharaja, and he will be 
satisfied, “Oh, my disciples are praising me!” That is 
good. Respectful. But you have to fight. Then your 
Guru Maharaja will be glorified. V 

— From a conversation in Sandau, 26 December 1975. 

Uddhava’s Prayers to Radha 

Garga-samhita 5.15.22-41 

Coming to Vraja to deliver Krishna s messages to the 
beloved gopls, Uddhava first offered the following prayers 
to Srimati Radharani. 

sri-uddhava uvaca 
sadasti krsnah paripurna-devo 
radhe sada tvam paripurna-devi 
srf -krsnacandrah krta-nitya-lilo 
lllavatl tvam krta-nitya-llla 

Sri Uddhava said: 0 Radha! Eternally Sri Krishna 
is the perfect Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
eternally you are his supreme goddess. Sri Krishna 
enjoys eternal transcendental pastimes, and you 
enjoy those pastimes with him. (22) 

next column 
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krsno y sti bhuma tvam aslndira sada 
brahmasti krsnas tvam asi svara sada 
krsnah sivas tvam ca siva sivartha 
visnuh prabhus tvam kila vaisnavx para 

Eternally, Krishna is Lord Narayan and you are 
Goddess Lakshmi. Eternally, Krishna is Lord Brahma 
and you are Goddess Saraswati. Eternally, Krishna is 
Lord Shiva and you are Goddess Parvati. Eternally, 
Krishna is the auspicious Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and you are his greatest devotee. (23) 

kaumara-sargl harir adi-devata 
tvam eva hijhanamayx smrtih subha 
layambhasa krldana-tat-paro harir 
yajho varaho vasudha tvam eva hi 
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Krishna sent Uddhava to Vraja with messages for the gopls 

Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
father of the four Kumaras, and you are the auspicious 
sruti-sastra. Krishna is Yajna Varaha, who plays on the 
ocean of devastation, and you are the earth goddess. (24) 


Varaha lifts the earth 


devarsi-varyo manasa harih svayam 
tv am tatra saksan nxja-hasta-vallakx 
narayano dharma-suto narerxa hi 
sands tada tvamjana-sand-karinx 

Krishna is Narada, the best of divine sages and you 
are the vina in his hand. Krishna is Narayan Rishi, the 
son of Dharma and the companion of Nara, and you 
are Shanti, who brings peace to the living entities. (25) 

krsrxas tu saksat kapilo mahaprabhuh 
siddhis tvam evasi ca siddha-sevita 
dattas tu krsno ’sti maha-munxsvaro 
radhe sadajnanamayx tvam eva hi 

Krishna is Lord Kapila and you are the mystic 
perfections served by the Siddhas. 0 Radha! Krishna is 
Dattatreya, the king of the great sages, and eternally you 
are the perfection of transcendental knowledge. (26) 

yajho haris tvam kila daksina harir 
urukramas tvam hi sadajayanty atah 
prthuryada sarva-nrpesvaro harir 
arcis tada tvam nrpa-patta-kdmim 


Yajna Avatar 

Krishna is Yajna and you are Daksina. Krishna 
is Urukrama and eternally you are Jayanti. When 
Krishna is Prithu, the master of all kings, you are 
beautiful Queen Archi. (27) 

sankhdsuram hantum abhud hariryadd 
matsyavataras tvam asi sruds tada 
kurmo harir mandara-sindhu-manthane 
netri-krta tvam subhada hi vasuki 

When Krishna is Matsya and killing Sankhasura, 
you are the four Vedas. When, for the churning of 
the milk-ocean, Krishna is Kurma, you are Vasuki, 
the auspicious churning-rope. (28) 

dhanvantaris card-haro harih paras 
tvam ausadhx divya-sudhamayi subhe 
sri-krsnacandras tu babhuva mohinx 
tvam mohinx tatra jagad-vimohinx 
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Matsya kills the demon Sankhasura and rescues the Vedas 

0 beautiful one, when Krishna is Dhanvantari, 
the physician who cures all sufferings, you are his 
medicine of transcendental nectar. When Krishna is 
Mohini, you also are Mohini, the beautiful girl that 
bewilders all the worlds. (29) 

harir nrsimhas tu nrsimha-lilaya 
Ilia tada tvam nija-bhakta-vatsala 
babhuva krsnas tuyada hi vamanah 
kirtis tada tvam nija-loka-kirtita 

When Krishna is Nrisimha, you are his man-lion 
pastimes, pleasing to his devotees. When Krishna is 
Vamana, you are his fame, chanted by his devotees. (30) 

harir yadd bhargava-rupa-dhrk puman 
dhara kutharasya tada tvam eva hi 
srx-krsnacandro raghu-vamsa-candrama 
yada tada tvamjanakasya nandinl 

When Krishna is Parashuram, you are the sharpness 
of his ax. When Krishna is Rama, the moon of the 
Raghavas, you are Sita, the daughter of Kingjanak. (3l) 

srl-sarnga-dhanva muni-badarayano 
vedanta-krt tvam kila veda-laksana 
sahkarsano madhava eva vrsnisu 
tvam revatx brahma-bhava samasthita 



With his ax, Parashuram cuts off the many arms ofKartaviryaArjuna 
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When Krishna, who holds the sarnga bow, is the 
sage Vyas and writes the Vedanta-sutra, you are that 
commentary on the Vedas. When Krishna is Balaram 
among the Vrishnis, you are Revati. (32) 

buddhoyada kaunapa-moha-karako 
buddhis tada tvamjana-moha-kdrini 
kalklyada dharma-patir bhavisyati 
haris tada tvam sukrtir bhavisyati 

When Krishna is Buddha, bewildering the atheists, 
you are the intelligence by which he bewilders them. 
When Krishna is Kalki, the master of religion, you are 
his pious deeds. (33) 



Parvati-Shiva and their son Ganesh. Ganga Devi is on Shiva's head 


srl-krsnacandro sti hi candra-mandale 
radhe sada candra-mukhlti candrika 
sri-krsna-suryo divi surya-mandale 
surya-prabha tvam paridhl-pratisthita 

0 moon-faced Radha! Sri Krishna is a moon, and 
eternally you are his moonlight. Sri Krishna is a sun, 
and eternally you are his sunlight. (34) 

indr ah sadaste kilayadavendras 
tatraiva radhe tu sad saclsvarl 
hiranya-reta hi harih paresvaro 
hetih sada tvam hi hiranmayx para 

Krishna, the king of the Yadavas, is Indra. 0 Radha! 
Eternally you are his saintly queen Sachi. Krishna is 
a fire, and eternally you are his splendid light. (35) 

srl-raja-rajo hi viragate harir 
virajase tvam tu nidhau nidhisvari 
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ksirabdhi-rupi tu haris tvam eva hi 
tarahgita-ksauma-sita tarahgini 

Krishna is Kuvera, and you are the queen of his 
treasury. Krishna is the ocean of milk, and you are 
the silk-white waves on that ocean. (36) 

hibhrad vapuh sarva-patiryadayada 
tada tada tvam viditanurupini 
jagan-mayo brahma-mayo harih svayam 
jagan-mayi brahma-mayl tvam eva hi 

Whatever Lord Krishna, the master of all, assumes as 
a form, you are the companion form. When he is the 
universal form or the impersonal Brahman, you are also 
the universal form or the impersonal Brahman. (37) 

athaiva so yam vraja-raja-nandano 
jatasi radhe vrsabhanu-nandinl 
yabhyam krta sattva-mayx prasantaye 
llla-caritrair lalitadi-lilaya 

0 Radha! Most certainly he is the son of Vraja’s 
king, so you are born as Vrishabhanu’s daughter. 
With your charming pastimes you bring peace and 
happiness to your devotees. (38) 

krsnah svayam brahma param purano 
lila tad-iccha-prakrtis tvam eva 
parasparam sandhita-vigrahabhyam 
namo yuvabhyam hari-radhikabhyam 

0 





Radha-Krishna are eternally one and different 

Krishna is the perfect Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and you are his pastimes and the potency 
that fulfills his desires. I offer my respectful 
obeisances to you, Sri Sri Radha and Krishna, the 
Supreme, whose forms are eternal. (39) 

grhana patram nija-natha-dattam 
sokam param ma kuru radhike tvam 
hrasvena kalena vidhaya karyam 
tatragamisyami tad-ukta-vakyam 

0 Radhika! Please take this letter. Don’t lament! 
Krishna said, “Soon I will finish my duties here. Then 
I will return.” (40) 

grhnidhvam adyaiva satani krsna- 
dattani patrani su-mahgalani 
praty-arpitam yutha-satam ca gopyah 
krsna-priydndm vraja-sundarmam 

Please also take these hundred very auspicious 
letters, one for each of the hundred groups of 
beautiful girls in Vraja! (4l) 
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The Gopis’ Lust for Krishna 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The gopis were village girls. They had no 
understanding of what is God, and who is Krishna, 
but they became very lusty for Krishna. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu recommended, ramya kacid upasana 
vrajavadhu-vargena yd kalpita — “There is no better 
type of worship than what was conceived by the gopis .” 

Their strong desire was, “How we shall get Krishna?” 
That was their thought, day and night. That’s all. The 
central point was Krishna. I have already explained that 
Krishna was going to the pasturing ground while the 
gopis stayed at home. They were thinking, “Krishna’s feet 
are so soft and so delicate that we dare not take his feet 
on our breasts, but now he is walking in the pasturing 
grounds without any shoes, and the stones are pricking 
his feet. How much pain he must be feeling!” Thinking 
like this, they fainted. This is Krishna consciousness. So 
therefore Chaitanya Mahaprabhu recommended the 
gopis ’ path of worship. These gopis were not educated. 
Village girls — who is giving them education? They are 
not Ph.D.’s, but still they have a strong desire for Krishna. 
(Lecture in New York, 12 July 1976.) 

The gopis came with lust and became purified through 
Krishna’s association. The gopis are actually nitya-siddha , 
ever-liberated expansions of Krishna’s internal energy. 
But, apparently, they left their fathers and husbands 
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and came to Krishna. From the Vedic point of view 
it is wrong. A young girl cannot go to a young man, 
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giving up the protection of her father, brother, etc. But 
they did it, and because it was related with Krishna 
they became purified. That means that in any way 
if one comes in contact with Krishna one becomes 
purified, even though one is sinful. That is the benefit 
of Krishna consciousness. The sun is never infected. 
Rather, the infected area of our body becomes sterilized 
by contacting sunshine. This is the process. (Room 
Conversation in New Delhi, 2 November 1973.) V 

Firm Faith in Guru 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Question: What kind of firm faith should we have 
in the lotus feet of Sri Gurudeva? 

Srila Prabhupada: A true disciple knows his 
gurudeva to be someone who is extremely dear to 
Krishna, who is sent by Krishna, and who is the servitor 
lord, sevaka-bhagavan. A sincere disciple has the same 
devotion for his gurudeva that he has for the Supreme 
Lord. And he worships and serves him the same way. 
Those who do not serve their gurudeva this way fall 
from their position as a disciple. No one can chant the 
holy name purely unless they see gurudeva as non- 
different from Krishna, as Krishna’s manifestation. 

I shall serve Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga with 
simplicity and sincerity under the guidance of 
gurudeva. My gurudeva has the words of the Supreme 
Lord, and I will be obedient to that word in the proper 
way. I will not disrespect my gurudeva under the 
influence of anyone in this world. If I have to become 
proud, if I have to become a beast, if I have to go to hell 
by carrying out the order of gurudeva, who is sent by 
Krishna, then I want to sign a contract to go to hell for 
all eternity. I will not listen to anything anybody says, 
other than the order of my gurudeva. By the power 
that has come to me from the lotus feet of gurudeva, 
I will throw out all other currents of consciousness of 
the world with a punch of my fist. If a throw a particle 
of dust from the pollen of the lotus feet of my gurudeva 
then millions of people of this world will be delivered. 
There is no scholarship nor any good concept in the 
fourteen worlds that is heavier than a particle of dust 
from the lotus feet of my gurudeva. 

A true disciple will have this kind of firm faith and 
determination. 

— Excerpted from Prabhupada Saraswati Thakur. Mandala Publishing 
Group. Eugene, Oregon. 1997. 


The Branch and the Moon 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

There is a logic called sakha-candra-nyaya. Sakha 
means the branch of a tree and candra means moon. 
Sometimes a child cries, so what does the mother 
do? The mother says, “Don’t you see the moon there? 
It looks like a very effulgent silver plate. Don’t you 
want to have it?” 

Then the child says, “Yes, mother! Where is it? 
Where is it?” 

Don’t you see it? It’s in the sky.” The full moon 
is very beautiful but it cannot be seen because the 
branches of some tree are obstructing the vision. So 
the mother says, “Look at this tree. Look at that big 
branch there. She points to the tree’s branch and 
thus indicates the moon. By pointing out the tree’s 
branch, the mother shows the moon to the child. 
Similarly, by speaking to Arjuna, Krishna is speaking 
to the entire mankind. This is the application of sakha- 
candra-nyaya in vaisnava philosophy. if 

— From a lecture in Belgium, 31 July 1994. 

The Real Meaning of “Sevaka” 

The Gaudiya poet Prema Das 

Prema Das (c. 1712 AD) is better known by his pen name 
Premananda Das. He was the author of the famous VamsI- 
siksa, a book that describes the life ofMahaprabhus associate 
Sri Vamsi-vadana. Prema Das was bom in the village Kuliya, 
nearNabadwip. He was a disciple ofHari Goswami, a devotee in 
the line ofLordNityanandaPrabhuswifeJahnavaDevi When 
he was sixteenyears old he left home and went to Vraja where 
he became a cook for Govindaji, the deity ofSrilaRupa Goswami. 
Although Prema Das was an exalted vaisnava and a talented 
poet, his poems are not so well known. Prema Das also wrote 
Caitanya-candrodaya-kaumudI, a Bengali metrical version 
of the Caitany a-candrodaya-natakam of Srila Kavi Kamapur. 

re mana , tumi ki bhandama kora 

sevaka hanachi, asraya kairachi, kise e garaba dhara 

0 mind, what kind of deceitfulness are you 
practicing? [Now you are considering:] “I am a sevaka 
(servant).” “I have taken shelter.” Why are you 
carrying this pride? 

sevaka baliya e tina akhara, tinera tinati kama 
tayadi na kora kimata dear a, se kise sevaka nama 

The three syllables in “sc-va-lca” indicate three 
words. Oh mind! If you do not follow this behavior, 
then what kind of sevaka are you? 
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Prema-nama sariklrtana of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and his associates 

“se” akhara kare, guru seva sada y svikara gurura vak 
ta chadi sevili, stri-bak palili, “se” ghuci rahila “vaka 


Oh mind! The syllable “ se ” indicates that you should 
always do service to guru according to his instruction. 
But you gave up gurudeva’s instruction to follow the 
wife’s instructions. Therefore in the word “sevaka” 
the first syllable “se” is gone and “va-ka” is left. 

vaisnava sahite, vasudeva bhaja, phukari kahiche “va” 
taha na sunili, asate majili, “va” chadi rahila “ka” 

“Va” means that in the association of vaisnavas 
you should worship Vasudev. But never hearing that 
instruction, 0 mind, you became absorbed in what is 
mundane. Thus “va” disappeared, leaving “ka”. 

“ka” bale kahana, krsnera caritra, Havana klrtana dhyana 
tavali kakhanciy sarhsdre magana, “ka”gela kariya mdna 

“Ka” means reciting Krishna’s pastimes, hearing 
topics about Krishna, doing krsna-kfrtana , and 
meditating on Krishna. Ignoring that, 0 mind, absorbed 
in worldly affairs, “ka” also is no longer to be found. 

eke eke dekha 7 tinei chadila , vasati ha-da khali 
kahe premananda , teyama kihkara hate bajaiche tali 


One by one you gave up these three things and 
nothing of “se-va-ka” remained. Premananda Das 
says that now the servants of Yamaraja are clapping 
their hands in joy. 

Notes 

In this song, the poet Premananda Das is speaking 
as a householder who is talking to his mind. He 
says, re mana y “Oh mind what kind of deceit are you 
practicing? Why are you proudly thinking yourself a 
servant, a person who has taken shelter?” 

In the fourth stanza, Premananda Das emphasizes 
the importance of vaisnava association and gives 
some clue as to how to practice that association. 
When instructing his disciple Narottam Das Thakur 
about the process of obtaining the holy name, Srila 
Lokanath Goswami made a similar point, saying: 

harinama sadhiba guru-sahge thaki sada 
vaisnavera sahge lobha kariba sarvatha 

To acquire the holy name, a disciple should always 
remain close to the guru and constantly seek out the 
association of vaisnavas. ( Prema-vilasa 11.105) 
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In other words, as also indicated in this song by 
Premananda Das, if one wants to truly chant the 
holy name they have to always remain close to their 
guru, by chanting in association with devotees. As 
Jagadananda Pandit writes in Prema-vivarta (7.1) 
asadhu-sahgete bhai nama ndhi hay a — “The holy name 
doesn’t arise in the association of non-devotees.” 

Seeing that the Manah Sited of Premananda Das was 
no longer commonly available, Sri Jagadbandhu Bhadra 
reprinted the book and also wrote short notes on many 
of the songs. As an explanation for this song he cited 
the following verses from Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta: 

nijendriya-sukha-vancha ndhi gopikara 
krsne sukha dite kare satigama-vihara 

“Among the gopis , there is not a pinch of desire 
for sense gratification. Their only desire is to give 
pleasure to Krishna, and this is why they mingle with 
him and enjoy with him. (Cc. madhya 8.218) 

atma-sukha-duhkhe gopira ndhika viedra 
krsna-sukha-hetu cesta mano-vyavahdra 

The gopis do not care for their own pleasures or 
pains. All their physical and mental activities are 
directed toward offering enjoyment to Lord Krishna. 

krsna lagi dr a saba kare parity ag a 
krsna-sukha-hetu kare suddha anuraga 
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They renounced everything for Krishna. They have 
pure attachment to giving Krishna pleasure. (Cc. adi 
4.174-175). It — Translation and notes: Pradyumna 
Das, and MD. 
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Health Comes First 

His Divine Grace A . C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The first thing is that you must feel well. In whatever 
condition you are, you should feel well, because if you fall 
sick, everything will be topsy-turvy. And what you require 
to be in good health, you know better than anyone else. 
That is your first business, and your second business is to 
organize sales in the stores, because the organization of 
sales in stores will determine our future publications. if 

— Letter to Brahmananda, 15 May 1969. 

Devotional Alliteration 

Various Authors 

From time immemorial, Sanskrit poets have been using 
a variety of alahkaras , literary ornaments, to decorate their 
poetry. One commonly used ornament is anuprasa. The 
closest English equivalent for this term is “alliteration”, or 
the occurrence ofthe same letter or soundatthebeginning 
of adj acent or closely connected words. Anuprasa has been 
frequently employed by various Gaudiya acaryas in their 
prayers to Sri Sri Radha and Krishna. A brief perusal of the 
use of anuprasa in their writings may grant us a window 
into their devotional genius. 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan writes in his Kavya- 
kaustubha (9.3) and Sahitya-kaumudi (9.1): varna- 
samyam anuprasah — “Anuprasa is similarity of 
syllables [in a poem or verse].” 

Srila Jiva Goswami describes in his Bhakti-rasamrta- 
sesa (4.3): anuprasah sabda-samyam vaisamye pi svarasya 
yat — “Anuprasa is the similarity of syllables, and it can 
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occur even if the vowels in the syllables are different.” In 
other words, anuprasa can occur even if a consonant, and 
not a whole syllable, is repeated in a word or a phrase. 

Srila Kavi Karnapur gives an all-encompassing 
definition in the Alankara-kaustubha ( 7.2):anuprdsyata ity 
arthe nupraso varna-samyatah —“Anuprasa is the literary 
ornament formed when similar sounding syllables are 
repeatedly (anu) and excellently (pro) arranged (asa).” 

These authors categorize anuprasa into two 
main categories: cheka-anuprasa , which is when 
various sets of alphabets are repeated only once, 
and vrtti-anuprasa , when an alphabet or a set of 
alphabets is repeated multiple times. 
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Cheka-anuprasa: All three authors agree that a 
cheka-anuprasa is when various individual sets of 
alphabets are repeated only once in a verse or poem. 
Srila Jiva Goswami says that the term cheka also 
means expert, because in this type of anuprasa , the 
poet is expert enough to ensure that the various sets 
of alphabets repeat only once. Srila Kavi Karnapura 
gives an example in the Alankara-kaustubha (7.4): 

dhamam sydmam idam sndamjagato viratodayam 
dhyeyam gey am ca sarvesam drsoh premayasomaya 

This abode of constantly increasing dark beauty 
(Krishna) bestows good fortune on the entire world. He 
is fame personified, the object of meditation and singing 
for everyone, and the abode of love for everyone’s eyes. 

In this verse, we can hear a single repetition of 
“amam” in dhamam and sydmam , a single repetition 
of “dam” in idam and sridam and a single repetition of 
“eyam” in dhyeyam and geyam. Thus, this verse is an 
example of cheka-anuprasa. The repetition of “to” in 
jagato viratodayam is not considered to be cheka-anuprasa 
because there is more than one syllable between both 
instances and the cheka-anuprasa loses its strength if 
more than one syllable is present between repetitions. 
Srila Kavi Karnapur gives another example: 


ananga-mangalarambhe sambhedah sveda-kampayoh 
sanke pankeruha-drso na rasyananda-mattata 

[Seeing Sri Radhika and Krishna’s amorous pastimes 
through a peephole, one sakhi says to another], “In the 
very beginning of the love-sport, I see perspiration and 
quivering on her body. I think that this love-session 
of the lotus-eyed Radhika will not be much pleasing 
[to Krishna] due to her extreme ecstasy.” 

In this example, “hga” has been repeated once in 
ananga-mangalarambhe , “mbhe” has been repeated 
in mangalarambhe sambhedah , and “ahke” has been 
repeated in sanke pankeruha. 

Another example is given by Srila Baladeva 
Vidyabhushan in his Sahitya-kaumudf (9.1): 

jahdra harinaksvyam kundendu-madhura-smitaih 
kundalojjvala-ganda-snr vidayam hrdayam mama 

[Krishna says], “This cruel, doe-eyed beauty (Radhika), 
whose cheeks are radiant with brilliant earrings, has 
stolen my heart with her charming smile resembling 
the color of the kunda flower and the moon.” 

In this verse, the “h” and “r” have been repeated 
once in jahdra harinaksvyam , “nd” has been repeated 
once in the term kundendu , and “dayam” has been 
repeated once in vidayam hrdayam. 

Vrtti-anuprasa: All three authors agree that a 
vrtti-anuprasa occurs when a single alphabet or a 
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Mohana-madhurl — the mystifying sweetness of the divine couple 


set of alphabets is repeated various times. Srila Kavi 
Karnapur gives an example of such repetitions of a 
single alphabet as well as multiple alphabets in the 
Alankara-kaustubha (7.6): 

dhama-syamalam uddamam kdma-koti-manoharam 
dhyeyam gey am samastheyam samaneyam ca manase 

This abode of dark-beauty (Krishna) has an unre¬ 
strained behavior, and is as attractive as millions of 
cupids combined. His form is fit to be meditated on, 
sung about, protected, and worshiped within the heart. 

In this verse, “m” is repeated several times in the first 
line, and “yam”is repeated several times in the second line. 

An extreme example of vrtti-anuprasa is seen in 
the repetition of a single alphabet in the Sarasvatf- 
kanthabharana (2.65) of King Bhoja as follows: 

ramabhiseke mada-vihvalayah 
hastaccyuto hema-ghatas tarunyah 
sopanam asadya cakara sabdam 
tha-tham tha-tham tham tha-tha-tham tha-tham thah 

During Lord Rama’s coronation, while he was being 
bathed, the golden vessel holding water fell from the hand 
of the maidservant-girl who was swooning in ecstasy. 
Falling on the stairs, the vessel made a sound “tha-tham...”. 


Srila Kavi Karnapur says that vrtti-anuprasa can 
reflect sweetness or harshness of sound depending 
on the syllables selected for repetition. An example 
of sweet-sounding vrtti-anuprasa is given in the 
Alankara-kaustubha (7.8): 

anahga-sahga-rdsahge bhang im eva sajangamah 
sahgx-tarahgi tanvahgx-sahgi rasahgato harih 

Hari has entered into the rasa-lila along with various 
slim-waisted gopfs. In the various love-sports that are 
taking place in this ZfZa, it appears as if crookedness 
personified in the form of Krishna is moving around, 
making love to these gopfs. 

In this example, the constant repetition of “arig” 
sounds sweet to our ears. 

Some alphabets create a harsh sound in vrtti-anuprasa. 
An example is given in the Alankara-kaustubha (7.9): 

uddanda-kama-kandula-bahu-mandala-candima 
srf-khanda-pinda-hindfra-pundarfka-yaso harih 

The attractive effulgence of his arms generates an 
uncontrollable lusty sensation. At the same time, 
his fame is as brilliant and spotless as a sandalwood 
tree, white foam, and a fresh lotus. 


Painting by D. Bannerjee. Sree Hara Printing Press. Kolkata. 





In this example, the constant repetition of “nd” 
sounds harsh to our ears. 

Besides the two main categories of cheka-anuprasa 
and vrtti-anuprasa y the above authors also accept 
some other minor categories of anuprasa as follows: 

Lata-anuprasa: When an entire word or a part of 
a word is repeated, or in an extreme case when an 
entire line is repeated, it becomes an example of lata- 
anuprasa. Srila Jiva Goswami says that this anuprasa is 
dear to the residents of lata-desa (the state of Gujarat 
in India). An example of repetition of a single word is 
given by Jiva Goswami in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sesa (4.9): 

smera-rajiva-nayane! nayane kim nimilatah 
pasya nirjita-kandarpam kandarpam bibhratam harih 

0 lotus-eyed (Radhika)! What is the use of closing your 
eyes out of sulkiness? Look at Hari, the conqueror of 
Cupid, as he suffers the pangs of that same Cupid now! 

Here, entire words “nayane” and “kandarpam” have 
been repeated. 

An example of where a part of a word is repeated 
is given by Srila Kavi Karnapur in his Alahkara- 
kaustubha (7.1l): 

ratnani ratnakara eva santi 
puspani puspakara eva dhatte 
guno gunajne labhate prakasam 
yaso yasoda-suta-sevayaiva 

Jewels ( ratna ) are found in the oceans ( ratnakara ) 
only and nowhere else. Flowers ( puspani ) are found in 
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gardens ( puspakara ) and not elsewhere. Good qualities 
(guno) increase only in the association with people who 
possess similar good qualities ( gunajne ) and not in any 
other way. Similarly, one’s fame (yasa) increases only 
by performing service to the son of Yashoda. 

The repetitions “ratnani ratnakara” y “puspani 
puspakara” y “guno gunajne” and “yaso yasoda” 
constitute another variety lata-anuprasa in which 
part of a word is repeated. 

An example of repetition of an entire line is given 
in the Sahitya-kaumudi (9.3): 

nasti citte hariryasya tasya tirthatanam mudha 
asti citte hariryasya tasya tirthatanam mudha 

For a person who does not have Hari in his mind, his 
wandering around in holy places is useless [for it won’t 
bring any benefits to him], and for a person who has 
Hari in his mind, his wandering around in holy places 
is also useless [for he has already achieved the result]. 

Artha-anuprasa : When a comparison is being 
made and there is a similarity of sounds, anuprasa , 
in the words used for the objects being compared, 
then this is known as artha-anuprasa. This is a 
rarely used variety of anuprasa and not all authors 
have acknowledged it as a separate category. The 
definition along with example is given in a single 
verse by Sri Jayadev in his Candraloka (5.6): 

upameyopamanadav arthanuprasa isyate 
candanam khalu govinda-carana-dvandva-vandanam 

When the words used for the subject and object of a com¬ 
parison are similarly sounding it leads to artha-anuprasa. 
For example, the glories (vandanam) of Govinda’s lotus- 
feet are as cooling as sandalwood (candanam). 

In this example, the subject of comparison is the 
“vandanam” y the glories of Govinda’s lotus feet, and 
the object to which these glories are compared is 
“candanam”, sandalwood. Since these two terms 
rhyme, it leads to artha-anuprasa. 

[Note: It should be noted that in this variety of 
anuprasa there is no strict requirement that the 
repeating alphabets should be situated close to each 
other. The terms “candanam” and “vandanam” are 
far apart in this verse, still they constitute artha- 
anuprasa.] (Compiled by Hari Parshad Das) V 
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